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THOMAS BRATTLE.

HE general reader finds little of interest in the history of our country from the time of its
discovery by Christopher Columbus on the fourteenth day of October, 49, down through
the sixteenth century. But the student whose ambition is to search out beginnings, finds,
along the track of the past, times and places that invite his attention and inquiry; there

comes from out the misty years of the long ago the legend of the Northmen; that the shores
this New World were not new to them, but had for generations yielded to them the fruits of
fisheries and trade. His efforts, however, to find what the historian demands, as authentic
and worthy of record, fail, and he passes it by as the vapor.ings of pride End boasting, and returns
to the great maritime enterprise of Columbus, the most distinguished in all the annals of the world,
as the dawn of American History.

From this time on its progress is not left in doubt. Whatever preceded it was limited in ex-
tent and meagre in results, and, although it may truthfully be said that our birth was humble, our
childhood slender, and at times uncertain, yet the elements of greatness and strength and of mar-
velous possibilities were there.

Says a gifted writer, "Except the red race, of doubtful origin and melancholy fate, America
has no ’surviving memor.ial of the past’. Here are no magnificent and picturesque ruinskno stu-
pendous monuments of forgotten skillJno curious relics of lost arts, the birth and history of which
are in dispute. Here were neither high dukes or mighty earlskneither a nobility, a ba_nditti, nor
a priesthood. Yet American History would be a treasure if it could offer to the world but the nme
of Washington. Massachusetts would be honored, if it were only for the genius of ’ranklin. New
Hampshire will not be forgotten while she preserves the memory of Stark."

European vessels had coasted along the shores but had gained no definite know.ledge of the
rivers and harbors. As to the order of the important events which followed the opening of the cal-
endar of sixteen hundred, there is slight discrepancy.

Says Bancroft, I, page i" "In I6o2 Bartholomew Gosnold, who had made himself somewhat
familiar with the usual route by the Canaries and West Indies, conceived the idea of a direct voy-
age to America and well-nigh secured to New England the honor of being the first English colony."
A sail of seven weeks .in his chosen bark brought him to the continent and into the waters of Mas-
sachusetts bky, not far to the north of Nahant. Not finding a satisfactory harbor and discovering
Cape Cod, he, with four of his men, made a landing; the first soil in Ne.w England trodden by Eng-
lishmen. He doubled the cape and proceeded southward and reached Buzzard’s Say. Upon the
islands he beheld vegetation, fruits and flowers in luxuriant growth, which so filled him with admi-
ration for his discoveries that he lost no time in making it known. How much the glowing repbrts
had to do in influencing others to make their way to the New World cannot now be determined,
but it is certain that others had learned something of the fruitfulness and beauty of the Western
world.

The dditor of Provincial Papers o’f New Hampshire (Dr. Bouton) has the following in his pre-
liminary notice" "The first voyager to our shores of whom we can find any record ,as Martin
Pring who, in the month of Jane, 6o3, came here with a ship of fifty tons and thirty men and boys;
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and a barque of twenty-six tons, Capt. William Brown, thirteen men and a boy. This small fleet
was fitted out under the mayor, aldermen and merchants of the city of Bristol, England, to prose-
cute the discovery of the northern parts of Virginia, as the whole country was then called. The
flag-ship was called the Speedwell, and the barque the Discoverer. They first touched at one of
the islands at the entrance of Penobscot bay; then visited the mouths of the Saco, Kennebunk
and York rivers, which Pring says they ’found to pierce not far into the land.’ They next pro-
ceeded to the Piscataqua and explored it ten or twelve miles into the interior."

Sixteen years before the landing of the Pilgrims in 62o, a French writer, De Monts, in writing
from Canada, said, "The Indians tell us of a beautiful river lying far to the south which they call
Merrimac."

From the earliest period the valleys of the lVferrimack and Nashua were the red men’s paradise.
Here were their favorite fishing stations, as well as their richest planting fields. Alas, how soon they
were to be despoiled of their possessions, and the venerable and happy Passaconaway, whose counsel
and wishes were the law for nearly fifteen hundred subjects, to see their glory depart. Barbarism
could not forecast the future, and leaves no enduring memorials behind. The ploughshare may
reveal some specimens of their handiwork, or the spade disclose some crumbling bones. They lived
up to their opportunities--they worshipped ttae God of Nature--they died in hope of happier hunting
grounds.

This volume is designed to include the valuable historical matter gathered and published by
Charles J. Fox, Esq., in 846, with such additions as may be of interest, bringing it down to the
present time, although the same order will not be observed by reason of the different division and
classification of subjects. Starting with Chapter I, Mr. Fox says:

"The landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, in December, 62o, is an epoch in the world’s history.
’On this bleak New England shore,’ in the wilderness, with the snows of winter around them and a
few wretched dwellings to protect them, they established a colony which is destined to solve a

probiem of the human race. Its motto and its basis was ’Freedom to worship God.’ Persecuted in
the old world alike by Catholic and Episcopalian for opinion’s sake, driven from their homes, they
came to this ’wilderness world’ with gladsome hearts, ’singing the songs of Zion,’ even in this
’strange land’ for that’here they could worship God according to the dictates of their consciences
in peace.’

The Plymouth settlers were but pioneers, and soon crowds flocked hither ready to dare, and to
endure all for the priceless boon of a free conscience and free speech.

"Boston, Salem, Portsmouth and Dover were settled, and everywhere witla each little band of
brethren, the ’man of God’ went forth to cheer them in toil, in peril, and in death. As the fame of
this new asylum for the oppressed began to spread abroad more widely, greater crowds of emigrants
came, until the older settlements became too populous. Adventurous spirits went forth into the
wilderness upon every side to found new plantations, and at a very early period, not long after the
settlement of Boston, attention was turned towards the valleys of the Merrimack and Nashua. In
August, 65_o, the valley of the Merrimack as far as the outlet of Lake Winnipisiogee, was surveyed
by Capt. Simon Willard and Capt. Edward Johnson. This survey was made by order of the General
Assembly of Massachusetts to determine the northerly bound of the Colony and an inscription was
made upon a large stone in Winnipisiogee River, at a point <tlzree ziZes .zortlz of tlze keyed of Merriac
7ive,’ to designate the spot. The colony of Massachusetts then claimed all the land lying ’three
miles’ north and east of the lIerrimac from its mouth to this point and thence due west to Yew York."

In 833 this stone was re-discovered and the late Judge George Y. Sawyer of this city, who was
then practising law in lVieredith, was called to view it and interpret the inscription, since which time
it has been known as Endicott Rock.

In pursuance of joint resolutions of the Legislature of 883 and 885, His Excellency, Governor
t-Iiram A. Turtle, in 89, appointed commissioners to erect a suitable structure for the protection and
preservation of this Endicott Rock.

The work was completed after some unavoidable delays, and it was turned over to the possession
of the State, August , 8. It was an occasion of marked interest, attended by the Governor and
Council and a large concourse of people.

I-Ion. Joseph B. Walker of Concord was president of the occasion. The principal address was



delivered by Hon. ]Erastus P. Jewell of Laconia, and was the result of great historical research. He
was followed by Hon. ohn Kimball of Concord, in behalf of his associate commissioners, Messrs.
Jewell and Walker.

He said, From I652 to I833, a period of one hundred eighty-one years, the people of New
Hampshire had no knowledge of the Endicott Rock. Since its discovery in I833 the interest in it has
been increasing. A_ large number of tourists visited it annually and a strong feeling prevailed that
something should be done to preserve it, which resulted in placing over it a building of appropriate
design, after first raising the immense boulder from its almost.hidden, sandy bed. The masonry is
surmounted by a capstone suitable to receive a statue of Governor Endicott, which it is hoped Massa-
chusetts will place there at no distant day.

It bears the inscription-

Endicott Rock

The name of

ohn Endicott, Gov.

And the initials of

Edward ohnson and Simon Willard, Commissioners

of the Massachusetts Bay Colony,

John Sherman and Jonathan Inee, surveyors, were inscribed

upon this rock

August I, 1652.
to mark the head of the Merrimack River.

A line three miles northward of this rock was then claimed by that colony as the northern limit
of their patent.

IOHN

ENDICVT
GOV

I.S. I.I.

The structure which covers this historic stone, long known as Endicott Rock, was erected for its.
protection in 1892 by the State of New Hampshire, in accordance with Joint Resolutions of its
Legislature, Approved Sept. 7, 1883, and August 25, 1885.

OHN KIMBALL.
ERASTUS P. JEWELL.
JOSEPH B. WALKER.

Commissioners."

This expedition was rendered necessary because of the conflicting views relative to the ’Mason
grant, and the doubt as to the "furthest head" of the Merrimack River. There had been an expedi-
tion by order of the Massachusetts Bay Colony made under the supervision of Goodman Woodward
and ohn Stretton, with an Indian guide, in July, i638 the result of which was their fixing the
bound at "a great pine tree three miles north of the confluence of the Vinnipesaukee and Pemi-
gewasset rivers in Franklin. This was known as Endicott tree, but its location is now unknocn, and
Dr. Runnels in his history of Sanbornton, says it was of no account for a colonial bound after the
year I639; hence this second survey and the fixing of a more enduring monument.

The valleys of the Merrimack and Nashua are of alluvial formation. That they have undergone
great changes is ver.y evident. Their general appearance, the shape of their basins, their outlets,
their different levels, and the stratified character of the soil, all show that at some remote period the
greater" portion of these valleys must have been covered with water in the form of lakes or large



ponds. Geologists find the same characteristics upon all our rivers, and some even refer their origin
to the Deluge. But whenever and however their origin may have been, it is evident that the valley
of the Merrimack was oncd a succession of lakes, one ending at Pawtucket falls, another at Amos-
keag falls, through whose rocky, basins the waters at length burst their wy, and formed their present
lower channel, leaving their former beds dry.

The same is equally true of the valley of the Nashua, one outlet being at Mine falls, and another
at the high bluff near the Nashua corporation, through which the water has forced a passage and left
large basins exposed for cultivation. In corroboration of this theory we know that logs have often
been found here, buried in the earth at great depth. When the excavation for the foundation of the
locks nea the Merrimack was being made in 1825, at a spot about one hundred feet from the
river, and at a depth of many feet below the surface, the workmen found several logs, a quantity
of charcoal, as if the remains of a fire, and a toad, which, on being exposed to the sun and air,
revived and hopped away. Such discoveries are not of unfrequent occurrence, but as to the time and
mode of their deposit we are left only to theory and coniecture.

The valley of the Merrimack was not an obiect of desire to the English alone. From the arliest
periods it seems to have been looked upon by the Indians as almost a paradise. The 14zinniisiogee,
or "the very pleasant place where there is but little land," or as they sometimes called it "The smile
of the Great Spirit," was deeply beloved. The Merrimack with its numerous Naamkeeks, or fishing
stations, and its rich planting fields for maize, which also extended along the valleys of the Souhegan
and the Nashua, were still more dear.

The Indians who inhabitated the more southerly portions of the valley were of a mild disposition
and invited intercourse with the whites, so that in 1655 settlements had extended as far north as
Chelmsford and Groton, and for the next ten years there was unwonted activity and prosperity and a

corresponding increase of population. It is not strange, then, that when grants came to be matte in
1655, the settlers were eager for these valleys and members of the exploring party were among the first
to be rewarded.

In x656 the lands upon both sides of the Merrimack, extending on the west side from Naticook,
the little brook just above Thornton’s ferry, in Merrimack, to a line about a mile south of Pennichuck
brook, and including the greater part of Litchfield, were granted to William Brenton and called

Brenton’s Farm."
The Indian name for the towns of Merrimack and Litchfield was Naticook. Belknap says the

land east of the river was sometimes called Nacook. In 1659 nd 166o large tracts of land were
granted upon the Souhegan, (anciently written Souheganack, meaning crooked), at a place called by
the Indians, Quohquinna-pashessananagnog, being’the meadows in .Amherst, lying at the mouth of the
brook which rises in Mont Vernon, flows around the plain in Amherst, and runs into, the Souhegan in
the south part of the town. Five hundred acres were granted to Capt. William Davis of Boston, and
Capt. I-saac Johnson of Roxbury five hundred acres to Mrs. Anna Lane, and three hundred acres to

John Wilson of Boston. One thousand acres were also granted to the town of Charlestown, Mass.,
for a School Farm," lying upon the Souhegan, in Milford, about four or five miles westerly of the
first grants, at a great hill called Dramcup hill," and five hundred acres to Mrs. Anna Cole "ad-
joining thereto."

Capt. Isaac ohnson, the above grantee, was killed at the great Narragansett Swamp fight,
Dec. 19, 1675.

Dram Cup hi11 was a point of more than ordinary importance. It was not only the northwesterly
bound of Dunstable, but of the "School Farm" grant made to the town of Charlestown and also of
Middlesex county, Mass., as this portion of Dunstable was supposed to be a portion of that county.
In addition to .this it was the northwest bound of the town of Monson, a subdivision of Dunstable,
and is near the northwest corner of Milford. It is upon the south side of the highway and the rail-
road leading from Milford to Wilton, about three miles from the former and one from the latter, just
before crossing the bridge over the Soi’egan river by Hillsboro’ mills. The origin of the name is
unknown but is in itself suggestive, and periaps the reader may be allowed to infer that, on reaching
it at the end of a long nd tedious surveying tp through the wilderness, they rested and ceIebrated
the event by indulging in more than the customary "ration"possibly drank from some stone vessel
of Indian handiwo.rk found on the premises.



As in the case of the Endicott Rock, a fresh interest has sprung up within a few years and the
Historical and Genealogical society of Milford has had a suitable granite monument, with appropriate
inscriptions, prepared to mark the place. The monument was dedicated with appropriate ceremonies,
August 21, 1895, I-Ion. George A. Ramsdell of Nashua, delivering the principal address. The
monument stands upon the north side of the highway, two hundred and nine feet from the stones, upon
the south bank of the Souhegan river, the true bound.

About the same time a grant of four hundred acres, lying at the mouth of Salmon brook, was
made to John Whiting. It was bounded on the north "by the upland," and extended up the brook
about a mile and a half, embracing, the Southerly part of Nashua Village. Several hundred acres,,
also, were granted at Pennichuck pond, and so down Pennichuck brook, in Merrimack, to the Merri-
mack river.

About 1662, five hundred acres upon the eastdrly side of the Merrimack, in Litchfield, at
Nacook," were granted to the town of Billerica for a School Farm," and three hundred acres ad-
ioining, to Phinehas Pratt and others for straights and hardships endured by them in planting at
Plymouth of which he was one."

Four hundred acres were granted to Gov. Endicott, "lying in the westerly part of Pelham,"
about six miles north of Pawtucket falls, and one mile west of Beaver brook, at a great hill called
Yfasha-shaltuck (Deer hill) lying between two other great hills, and adjoining southerly on a great
pond called Pimmo-milli-quonnit, (a long pond)."

All these grants were made by the Massachusetts Assembly. (Records x659-6o).
Since r. Fox wrote, very valuable and interesting historical matter bearing Upon all the above

mentioned grants has been made public in the history of. Billerica, by Rev. Henry A. Hazen, by
which it appears that the first grant of land embraced in the township of Dunstable was made by
Billerica, she having petitioned the General Court for such a grant of land elsewhere, for her own
benefit, which met with favor, as follows

In arts to the petition o the inhabitants of Billirrikey, this Court doth grant the toune of
Billirrikey eight thousand acres of lands, for the ends desired, in any place or places that are ffree
and not capable of making a toune, provided that the said lands be laid out before the next Court of
Election, and that the inhabitants of Cambridge doe accept thereof and it is ordered yt Maio Willard,
Cap Edw. j[ohnson, Mr. Edward ackson or any two of them, wt Thomas Danforth, or any other
surveyor, shall lay y same out at the peticoners charge, making retourne to the next Court of Election."

onathan Danforth of Billeria, the younger brother of Thomas, and a noted land surveyor, was
charged with the task of locating this eight thousand acres. Beyond Chelmsford he had-the whole
Merrimack valley to choose rom, or even the Connecticut and Champlain valleys, if it had suited
Billerica’s profit to. go so far. The survey which he made and returned through the above committee,
on which the location was finally sanctioned, is, fortunately, still preserved in the office of the secre-
tary of state and on this authority some facts long forgotten have recently come to light.

As described and approved by the court it was located as follows- Layd out to the vse of the
inhabitants of Billerikey eight thousand acres of land, lying vpon Merremacke River, on both sides
thereof, taking in the trucking howse now inhabitated by jo Cromwell the said land being laid out
about sixe thousand three hundred acres on the east side of the river, and seventeen hundred fivety
acres on the west side, and is bounded by the wilderness surrounding the same, as is demonstrated by
a plott thereof, taken and made by Jonathan Danforth, surveyor, and exhibited to this Court by Maior
Symon Willard and Capt. Edward ohnson, appointed by this Court, Octob. x4, x656 to lay out the
same.

Y0N WILLA_RD,
EDWARD JOHNSON."

The Court allowes and approves of the retourne of these commissioners in reference to the land
herein expressed."

It is very gratifying to know something more of the men who were identified with the events of
the settlement of our country than the mere mention of a single act like that related above. Mr.
Danforth was one of Billerica’s most renowned citizens. He removed from Cambridge to that place
in 1654. He was one of the first selectmen, holding the office twenty-one years. He also kept the
town records for about the same length of time, and his fine penmanship is as legible and handsome



to this day as if done in copperplate. He was also a famous mathematician and surveyor, and oper-
ated all through "this region, going as far north as Franklin, and is mentioned in many of the histories
of other towns. He died in 1712 aged 85 years. The following lines from Farmer’s History, taken
from a poem written in the quaint style of the times by his nephew, Rev. John Danforth of Dorchester,
are sacred to his memory :--

"I-Ie rode the circuit, chained great towns and farms
To good behavior; and, by well-marked stations,

I-Ie fixed their bounds for many generations.
I-Iis arts ne’er failed him though the local stone failed

When oft by mines and streames it was assailed.
All this was charming, but there’s something higher

Gave him the lusture which we most desire."

Thi survey, says Mr. Hazen, p. 43, was the earliest ever made, it is safe to say, in the Merrimack
valley beyond Chelmsford, and is the starting point in the history of Dunstable.* The location was
in a part of the valley commonly called Naticook, but which Da.nforth spells Naticott.

The grant began at the Pennichuck brook, which forms the north bound of Nashua, and extends
on the west side of the river as far north as the Souhegan river; then it follows the Merrimack nearly
a mile, passing two islands, the larger of which received the surveyor’s name, Jonathan," then
runs eastward two or three miles, and.southward five or six, returning to its starting point. This
Naticott grant remained for a year in the handg of Iillerica, when John Parker received authority to
dispose of it, under date "9th 6m I658."

A month later Parker had sold the land, and made his return and agreement with the town, in
which he states that the sale was made to William Brenton for two hundred pounds for the entire
eight thousand acres.

William Brenton was a Boston merc’hant and leading business man; often one of the selectmen.
I-Ie removed soon after to Rhode Island, and was governor of that colony in 1666-8 and died in 1674.

Another purchaser of a portion of this Billerica grant was Thomas Brattle, who, also, was a lead-
ing merchant of Boston, and was reported to be one of the wealthiest men in the colony. I-Iis name
apthears first upon the petition for the incorporation of Dunstable. I-Ie married Elizabeth, daughter
of William Tyng. Died April 5, 1683, in his sixtieth year. I-Ie had a son Thomas, who was at one
time treasurer of Harvard college and was founder of the Brattle street church, whose meeting-house
gave place some years ago to the large business block in New Washington street, formerly know.n as
Brattle square. This was the first meeting-house built of brick in New England, and was erected in

1694. The round shot from a British cannon that was embedded in its walls was looked upon with
interest as a memento of the hostility of the mother-country. Thomas Brattle, Jr., died May 18, 1713.

*This does not correspond with what appears elsewhere, but may have reference to other parts of his work.




