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CHAPTER V.

TOWN RECORDS IMPERFECT. GRANT FOR SUPPORT OF THE MII\*ISTRY. REV. SAMUEL HUNT.
HIS PETITION. REV. SAMUEL PARRIS. MEETING -IousE REPAIRED. REV. AMES
CHEEVER. SALARY. REV. MR. TREAT. PARSONAGE. REV. JONA. PIERPONT. REV.
MR. COFFIN. REV. IR. PRENTICE. HIS MARRIAGE. SALARY. DEATH OF REV. MR.
PRENTICE. HIS GRAVE.

OR many years after the death of Rev. Mr. Weld the ecclesiastical affairs of the town are
i-nvolved in much obscurity. No minister was settled here during the war, and no records
remain of the proceedings of the town until I71O. Yet uring this long struggle, although
the settlement was nearly deserted, the public services of the church were not neglected in

their distress and care for self-preservation. In June, I7o5, the General Court granted 26 to the
town for the support of the ministry for the year ensuing. Who was the minister at this period is
not known certainly, but probably it was Rev. Samuel Hunt, as in September, i7o6 he was desired
by the Governor and Council to con[z’nue a Dunstable by the following order :++

Boston Sept. 4th, I7o6. I am ordered by his ]Excellency the Governor and Council to acquaint
you hat your service as minister at Dunstable is acceptable to them and desire a continuance thereof,
and they will endeavor to promote yr. encouragement by the General Assembly as formerly, and hope
they will be prevailed with to make it better: I am, sir,

your humble servant,
ISAAC ADDINGTON, Sec’y."

Mr. Samuel Hunt, Clerk."

Mr. Hunt continued his ministry at Dunstable until the spring of I7o7, when he was ordered to
accompany the expedition against Port Royal as chaplain of the forces, as appears by the following
petition, upon which the sum of i8 was allowed:

The petition of Samuel Hunt, Clerk, sheweth
"That your petitioner has served as minister at Dunstable ever since the fourth of Sept., i7o6

having received a signification from this Honorable Board, under the hand of Mr. Secretary Adding-
ton, that the same was desired by your ]Excellency and Honorables; intimating withal that your
petitioner should have tte same encouragement as formerly, (or better,) which your petitioner under-
stood to be the same as he had at Casco Bay, which was ’52 per annum and his board. And on the

23d of April last past, yr. petitioner was dismissed rom that service in order to go to Port Royal,
when he had served thirth-three weeks at Dunsable aforesaid, for which your petitioner has not yet
received any salaryand yr. petitioner prays that the same may be allowed as aforesaid.

Dec. 5, I7o7." SAVEL HUNT."
As early as the first o October, I7o8, Rev. Samuel Parris commenced preaching in Dunstable,

and the General Court granted him eo per annum for three years or more toward his support. He
remained here until the winter of I7Ir or the spring of I712, but how much longer is unknown. Mr.
Parris was previously settled at Salem village, (or Danvers,) and in his society and in his family, it
is said, commenced the famous ’ Salem Witchcraft delusion of I69I, which led to the death of sd
many innocent persons, and which filled New England with alarm, sorrow and shame.**

Sept. i2, I7II. It was3 agreed upon to repayr the meeting-house, it being left to the selectmen
to let out the work and take care for the boards and nails."

After Mr. Parris left Dunstable public worship still continued and the pulpit was supplied

*This subject finds a separate place and extended treatment elsewhere in this volume, nevertheless, by reason of
the connection in which it stands it may be found acceptable.

TMass. Ecclesiastical Records, 17o5.

++Mass. Ecclesiastical Records, 1707, page 239. Mr. Hunt graduated at Harvard College, 17oo.

’Mass. ]Ecclesiastical Records, 17o7, page 239.
IIMass. Ecclesiastical .Records, 17o9, 171o, 1711.
*Upham’s Lectures on the Salem Witchcraft. lKr. Parris died in Sudbury, Mass.



constantly, for in June, 1712, the General Court granted "io to Dunstable for the support of the
ministry the last half year," and in June, I7 3, o more "for the year past." This is the last
record of any assistance granted to the town by the colony. With the return of peace, prosperity
smiled upon the settlement. New settlers thronged in, farms were extended and the inhabitants were
enabled to bear their own burdens.

In 713 Rev. Ames Cheerer, who graduated at Harvard in 7o7, was preaching in Dunstable.
Nov. 2oth, 1713, it was voted, that the resident proprietors of Dunstable pay Mr. Cheever 4o a

year." How much earlier Mr. Claeever commenced his labors is uncertain, but he continued preach-
ing here until June, I7 5, at which time he received a call. "At a general town meeting of the
inhabitants legally warned at Dunstable, on June the 6th, 1715, Then voted and agreed that Joseph
Blanclaard is to pay to Mr. Cheever his money that is due him, and upon discoursing with him, if he
seems to incline to settle with us, then to declare to him, that the town at a meeting voted that they
would readily consent that he should come and settle with us, and have the same encouragements as
to settlenent and salary as was voted him at our last meeting concerning him. Also, voted that Joseph
Blanchard shall deliver a letter to Mr. Short, (Rev. Matthew, who graduated at Harvard, i7o7, or
some other minister, to come and preach with us for some time."

In those days ministers were settled for life, and it was customary for the town to give them a
ministerial fart, or a certain sum of money by way of deficit, which was called a selezenl. He
received an annual salary in addition. This settlement was usually, in a town like Dunstable, from

8o to ico in value, while the salary ranged from Z75o to 2ioo per annum.
r. Cheerer, however, did not accept the call to settle, and soon after a Mr. Treat was preaching

here. Nov. 2d, 1715, it was voted for to desier Mr. ’I’reat to continue with us sum time longer, and
to give hint as before, which was twenty shillings a Sabbath. Also, voted that Sarg’t Cumings
should be looking out for a minister in order for settlement."

"Jan. i6th, 717, voted that Henry Farwell and Sarg’t Cummings are to endever to get a minister
as soon as they can, and to see after Mr. Weld’s place (the old parsonage,) to by it if it be to be had.
Also, Joseph French is to entertain the minister." French lived at the first house on the main road
northerly of the state line.

st May, 1717, voted that there be a day of fast kept sum time this instant May. Voted that ye

i5th day of this instant May, be the day appointed to be kept as a day of Fast. At the same time
Decon Cumings was chosen for to discourse Mr. Stoder (Rev. Samson Stoddard of Chelmsford,)
concerning the Fast." "l’his was a fast ordained b Governor Shute, : and was, probably, in conse-
quence of the alarming threats and depredations which were made at this time by some of the Indian
tribes against the frontier settlemets.

Sept. 26th, I77, voted that the Rev. Jona. Parepoint (Peirpont of Reading, Mass., graduate
Harvard, I74,) should have a call in order for settlement. Also, voted that the minister should have
A8o a year salary, and one/zzndred pounds for his settlement. Voted that Major Eleazer Tyng and
Ensign Farwell should acquaint Rev. Mr. Pairpont with what is voted at this meeting."

This call was equally unsuccessful with the former, and "Sept. 2d, 1718 chose a committee to go
to discourse with Mr. Coffin, (Enoch, graduate Harvard, 74,) in order for a settlement." It is
stated by Mr. Farmer, so noted for his accuracy, that the Rev. Mr. Prentice was settled here this year.
This is a mistake, and the same error occurs in all other notices of Dunstable.t

Dec. ist, 1718, voted that the Rev. Enoch Coffin should have 8o a year salary in money.
Also, voted to give him lanai which cost the town 8o, and ten acres of meadow for his settlement;
and also two hundred acres of the common lands." Both the church and the town unanimously
agreed to give Rev. r. Enoch Coffin a call to be our settled minister."

It would seem that Mr. Coffin accepted the call, for May Sth, 17I 9, a committee was chosen
with Mr. Coffin to lay out his meadows," which were offered him in case of settlement and during
this year, in the records of land laid out, he is styled the present inister of said town. Something,
however, occurred to prevent his legal ordination at that time, as nearly a year after, March 7th, 172o,

Belknap, 186.

@Penhallow. N. H. Hist. Coll., 89.
++t N. H. Hist. Coll. I5o, 5. Io9, Rev. Mr. Sperry’s Sketch.
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a committee was chosen "to go to our neighboring ministers, and to discourse them all in order for
the ordination of Rev. Mr. Coffin." But he was not settled at all, for May 2oth, i72o a commity
was chosen to compound matters with Mr. Coffin concerning the town’s settlement money, and Mr.
Coffin’s offer to the town concerning his place."

Mr. Coffin resided here for some time with his family, and Nov. 5th, 1719, a daughter, Mehitabel,
was born. He left town June, i72o, and returned to his native place, Newbury, Mass. .tie after-
wards went as chaplain with the first band of settlers to Concord, N. H., and settled there May 1726
where he died August ITth, 1727, aged thirty-two.*

The ecclesiastical affairs of the town were for many years involved in so much confusion and
difficulty, as almost to warrant the facetious remark of Coloriel Taylor to Governor Burnet. The
governor, who was no friend to long graces before meals, on his first iourney from New York to take
upon him the overnment of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, en.uired of Colonel Taylor when
the graces would shorten. He replied, The graces will increase in length until you come to Boston;
after that they will shorten until you come to your government of New Hampshire, when your
excellency will find no grace at all.

In June, 172o, Rev. Nathaniel Prentice began to preach here. August 20, 72o, the town gave
Mr. Prentice a call with the offer of AIOO settlement and A8o a year salary; but warned by their
premature grants of land to Mr. Coffin before ordination, they prudently inserted a ]Sroviso, that he
was not to enter upon said 8o salary till after he is our ordained minister."

Mr. Prentice accepted the call, and was probably ordained during the fall 0f 172o. lie probably
claimed a larger salary, as Nov. I3, I72O, it was voted, "That when Mr. Prentice comes to keep
house and have a family, and stands in need of a larger supply, then to ad Reasonable Aditions to his
salary, i2 our abilities will afford it." They also voted, Dec. 8th, i72o "That Mr. Prentice after
marriage should have a sfficient suiSply of wood, or ten ponds of passable money in [ew thereof yearly."
He was soon after married to Mary Tyng of Dunstable, and died here, according to Mr. Farmer, Feb.
27th, I737.. He was buried, it is said, in the old south burying ground, beside his children, but
there is no monument or inscription to mark the place of his interment.

Of the character and talents of Mr. Prentice, we have little information. "It is said of him,"
says M.r. Sperry, "that he was a man of wit and a good sermonizer." That he was popular we may

coniecture from the fact that the people here were contented under his preaching for so many years,
and additions from time to time after his settlement, were made to his salary. In 173o, and perhaps
earlier, 9o were raised for him; in 1731, the non resident lazes added; in 1732 he received IO5 and
the non resident taxes and in i733 the same. The town also vot,ed to build a new meeting-house near

the old one. The val’ue of money, in comparison with other articles, however, had then depreciated
so much, in consequence of the emission of large quantities of paper money by the colony, that perhaps
his compensation at this time was worth little more than his original salary. This, though it may
seem to us a small sum, [-8o, or $27o.oo, was no mean salary in those days, when the colony gave
the Governor but AIOO a year, and when Portsmouth, the capital, and which had been settled a
century, gave its minister a salary of only I3O.

January I9th, 1724, died Hon. Jonathan Tyng, aged 81. lie was the eldest son of lion. Edward
Tyng, and was born Dec. i5th, 1642, I-Ie was one of the original proprietors of the town, and the
earliest permanent settler, having remained here alone during Philip’s war, when every other person
had deserted the settlement for fea-r of the Indians. That he was a man of much energy and decision
of character we may judge from this fact. That he was a man of probity and of considerable
distinction at an early period, we may infer from his appointment as guardian over the Wamesit
Indians in 1676, and,from the numerous other important trusts confided to him from time to time by
the colony.

In 1687, he was appointed (as well as his brother, Edward Tyng*) in the royal commission
of James II. as one of Sir. Edmund Andros’s Council. In 1692 he was chosen representative of

N. H. Hist. Coll., 16o.

I Belknap, 223: note.

++Others say in 1735.

Adams’ Annals of Portsmouth.
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Dunstable, and for many years as selectman, and otherwise was much engaged in the public business
of the town. For many years during the wars of 17o3, he was colonel of the upper Middlesex regi-
ment, and was entrusted with the care of all the garrisons within its bounds.

Colonel Tyng married Sarah, daughter of Hezekiah Usher, who died in 1714. After her death
he married Judith Fox of Woburn, who died June 5th, 1736, aged 99. His children were:
graduate of Harvard College, 1691, who was killed by the Indians in 171o; 2, lzilliam, born 22d April,
1679, the first child born in the town; 3, t[eazar, graduate of Harvard Colle.ge, 1712 4, z[ary, who
married Rev. Nathaniel Prentice, minister of the town; and others who died at an early age.

*Edward Tyng was appointed GovernoT of Annapolis, but sailing for it, was taken prisoner and carried into
France, where he died. His children were:mi, Edzvard, a brave naval commander, born 1683 and died at Boston
Sept. 8th, 1755. 2, .[onathan, who died young. 3,/Wary, who married Rev. John Fox of Woburn. 4, ElizabeHz,
who married a brother of Dr. Franklin. Edward Tyng was a Lieutenant in the great Narraganset swamp fight, Dec.
I?th, 1675 and commanded the company after Captain Davenport was killed.




