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HE settlement of the town which had been so much and so long retarded,--which for
years had scarcely advanced at all, now increased rapidly. But the inhabitants were extremely
poor. In addition to the heavy public taxes occasioned by the long and expensive Indian
wars, they had suffered much from the incursions of the enemy--from the loss of the ransoms

paid for the release of their captive friends, and from the obstruction of all regular employment.
In consideration of the universal scarcity of money, the General Assembly of Massachusetts

issued bills of credit in 72i to the amount of 5o,ooo to be distributed among the several towns in
proportion to the public taxes. They answered the purpose of money for the time. :Nov. 7, 172,
Lieut. Henry Farwell and [oseph B1anchard were appointed trustees to receive and loan out the
share" of this tOWn, in such sums that "no man shall have more than five pounds and no man less
than three pounds," and shall pay fiez en. interest for the use of the same to the town."

In 727 the General Assembly, finding this mode of making money p.opular, issued 6o,ooo more.
The share belonging to this town was received and loaned to Rev. Mr. Prentice, to be applied in
payment of his future salary as it should become due. Thus early and easily did men discover and
adopt the practice of throwing their debts upo.n posterity. The consequence of these issues was a
ruinous depreciation in their valuea nominal rise in the-value of every species of pf0prty,
speculation, and at last universal distress. In 175o the bills were worth but twelve per cent.

The general poverty of the inhabitants may also be inferred from the fact that no retresenlalive
was sent to the General Assembly, although directed so to do, the town voting regularly from 1693 to

1733 not to send." Whenever the interests of the town were in danger, however, a special agent
was sent to see that they were protected. As an illustration of the feelings and peculiarities of those
times it may be added, that, February i, 1731, it was "voted notto choose any perscm as representative,
deemin ourselves not obliged by Law." But in order to be certain as to their rights and duties, the
next year they took legal advice upon this subject and again voted not to send, finding" the town
obliged by Law." At that time the representative received no compensation for attendance, but his
expenses were paid by the town. in 1718 the compensation was fixed by statute at three shillings per
day. At one period the General Assembly hired an inn-keeper to board all of the members at a stipu-
lated price per day, including win,e, but not to exceed one cup of sack each." This was done not
only for economy, but for the greater despatch of business.

For many years little occurred here which would be of general interest. The records are chiefly
valuable as serving to show the contrast between the past and the present, and the slow and painful
steps by which towns arrive at maturity. Some memoranda of this period, therefore, may serve to
amuse and perhaps iiastruct the curious reader.

In x7x6 a committee was appointed by the town to lay out a rod to Dracut, and "to state the
Country road from Capt. Tyng’s to Nashaway river." Its width was declared to be "four rods."

"Sept. 2, x718, voted, that ]ohn Lovewell, Sr., and his son [ohn, [the hero of Pequawkett,
should hay liberty to bild a dam in the highway over Salmon brook, not to incommodate the



highway." This was at the little bridge near the house of Miss Allds, where the mud sills are still
visible and the highway" was the Country road just mentioned.

March 31, 1719, Joseph French was chosen to make coffins where there be need for the year
ensuing." Friendly Indians still lived here, and this singular vote may have referred to them, as we
find a charge made by him not long after, for Jacob Indian’s coffin 7s."

The selectmen and other persons in the employment of the town at this period charged s. )-4r
day for their services.

The humble meeting-house which had served for the worship of all the inhabitants, since no
division into sects existed, was a rude, one story, unsteepled edifice, and would show but poorly beside
the erections of the present day. It was divided by an aisle in the center, with rows of benches on
either side, one of which was appropriated for the use of the women, and the other for the use of the
men. Such a separation was not unfrequent in those primitive days.*

But even among our grave and simple forefathers, luxury and anabition crept in. March 2, i72o,
it was Voted that Lieutenant Henry Farwell and Joseph Blanchard should hay the libety to erect
for themselves two Pewes on there own charge at the west end of the l[eeting House." The example
was contagious, so dangerous is a precedent. If Lieutenant Farwell ald Captain Blanchard could
afford Pewes," why might not others? May i8, i7o it was Voted that there be four Pewes
erected in our Meeting House; one on the back side of the lowermost seats, and one seat to be taken
up; Sargeant Colburn, one pew; Sargeant Perham, one pev; Nathaniel Cummings, one pew; Oliver
Farwell, one pew."

The first 2bauer in town appears to have been Joseph Hassell, a son probably of him who was
slain by the Indians in I69 r. He was supported by the town, which appointed a person "to take
care of" him in TZZ or i73.

In i73 Grand Jurymen were chosen by the town at the annnal meeting by ballot. This was
probably done as a precaution against the encroachments of the officers of the crown, and as a
safeguard of popular rights. One tribunal was secure from royal influence, and no individual could
be unjustly condemned. This mode of choice continued till after the revolution, and was a source of
great annoyance to the enemies of America, who complained that the.towns chose the most active
opponents of England for theit grand jurors, so that those guilty of political offences could not be
indicted.?

In i723 the choice of a tylhing man, Thomas Blanchard, is recorded. The town raised o
[about $7o to defray all town expenses, and the collector had 3 pence in the pound [ per cent.
for gathering all town rates for ye year."

In I74 the town was again called upon to assist in keeping "the great bridge in Billerica in
good repare," and chose Henry Farwell "to iine with the committy appinted" for that purpose.
In 1729 they united with Dracut, Chelmsford and Billerica in further repairs, and in 1731 expended
,3 IOS. for the same purpose. This bridge was over the Concord river ,on the main road to Boston,
and of great importance.

The method of voting for all the more important officers was "@ ballot," while others of less
importance were chosen by holding up of ye hands." So early did our forefathers recognize that
truly republican principle and safeguard of popular rights, the secret ballot.

In those days offices were not only places of honor and profit, but also of good cheer. Those

The following is a description of the early meeting houses as drawn up by Rev. Leonard Bacon of New
IIaven :--"Immediately before the pulpit, and facing the Congregation, was an elevated seat for the rtling elder, and
before that, somewhat lower, was a seat for the Deacons behind the Communion Table. On the floor of the house
there were neither pews nor slips, but plain seats. On each side of what we may call the centre aisle were nine seats
of sufficient length to accommodate five or six persons. On each side of the pulpit at the end were five cross seats,
and another shorter than the five. Along each wall of the house, between the cross seats and the side door,
six seats.

"The men and women were seated separately, on opposite sides of the house, and every one according to his office,
or his age, or his rank in society, and hig place was assigned by a committee appointed for that purpose. The
children and young people at the first seating seem to have been left to find their own places, away from their parents,
in that part of the house which was not occupied with seats prepared at the tovn’s expense."

cGovernor Hutchinson’s Letters.
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vere glorious times for dignitaries. Among the accounts presented for acceptance, and which were
allowed and paid by the town without scruple, we find the following-

Town of Dunstable to Samuel French, Dr.
x726. To dining the Selectmen 6 meals, o 6s.

for r/zum and cydez had at Mr. William Lund’sfor t,e Wecmen, o i2 6."

We are accustomed to look back upon that early period as an age of primitive simplicity and
virtue. Yet what would be said o* such an account in these temperance days But their *aults
were only those of rude and hardy pioneers, and of the age, and we would institute no comparison.
They laid a noble foundation for our republic. "Every man who wasforty years old," says Belkap,
had seen twenty years of war." Such continual dangers and hardships, although affording no

good school for cultivation and refinement, urnished a race of hardy soldiers and sterling patriots for
the times that tried men’s souls."

In March, i727, the town raised eight pounds for building a boat," and it was directed "that
Captain Blanchard should return the boat within the year to the town." This was probably or a

ferry-boat over the Merrimack at the Blanchard farm, Vnow Little’s as Hudson was then included in
Dunstable, and a few settlers had located themselves on that side of the river. No bridge existed for
a century ater.

October 29 and 3o, x727, at night, a shock of an earthquake was felt here. It affected chiefly
"the towns upon the Merrimack." "The shock was very loud and was attended with a terrible
noise like thunder. The houses trembled as i.f they were falling. Divers chimneys were cracked,
and some had their tops broken off. Flashes of light broke out of the earth, and the earth broke
open." The shocks lasted until February, i7-8.*

At this time taverners were licensed by the county court. In the fall of 727, Captain Joseph
Blanchard, who had been the inn-keeper of the town or many years, died, and as the court was not
in session in December, x727, Henry Farwe11, Jr., petitioned the general assembly for a license, which
was granted.’

In 78 a boom was built across Merrimack river b_y the town.
Among the early settlers of New England the principles of iurisprudence were but little known,

and there were few lawyers. The iurisdiction of courts of law was limited, and as many of the
judges had received no preparatory legal education to fit them for the bench, but were taken directly
rom the counting room or camp, all settled rules of law were of course unknown and disregarded.
The people, therefore, in all cases of difficulty applied at once to the general assembly, who assumed
and exercised jurisdiction in imitation of the English parliament, as a court of errors and of chancery
in all cases whatsoever, where their assistance was needed for the purposes of justice.

A committee having been appointed by the town to purchase the ministerial farm of Rev. Mr.
Coffin as a parsonage for Mr. Prentice, and refusing to convey it as directed, the town applied to-the
general court of Massachusetts by a "petition for some redress, if it may be obtained, touching the

premises." This was not done, however, without a division, and several persons entered their desent

dissent or protest against the proceeding.
The amount of taxes raised from x76 to 733, for the general expenses of the t_own, including the

support of the ministry, varied from $250 to $40o per year.
The subject of education was one of deep interest to the early settlers of New England. To them

must be awarded the enviable distinction of their being the first to lay down the noble principle, that

"every child should be taught to read and write," and the first to establish common schools to carry it

into effect. It was ever the custom, and became the law in Puritan New England as early as I642,
that "none of the brethren should suffer so much barbarism in their families, as not to teach their

children and apprentices so much learning, as may enable them perfectly to read the English lan-

guage." A fine of 20 shillings was imposed for every neglect, and, if after reproof by the selectmen,
they still neglected this duty the children were to be taken from them and bound out, males until

and females until 8 years of age.
In I646 it was enacted that "if any child above x6 years old, and of sufficient understanding, shall

4 N. H. Hist. Coll., 93.
Mass. Assembly Records, I727.
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curse or smite his natural father or mother, he shall be PuT To D.ZAT, UN.LZSS it can be suffcient@

cL." his was the Mosaic law, but with an important and characteristic qualification.
o the end that learning may not be buried in the graves of our forefathers," it was ordered in

647, "that every township, after the Lord hath increased them to the number of fir&
shall appoint one {o teaclz al{ lhe children to read and write" And when any town shall increase to

number of one hundred families they shall set up a grammar school, the master whereof being able
instruct youth so far as they may be fitted for the university." hese provisions, furnishing the best
academic education to every child gratuitously, go far beyond the present school laws, and we might
do well to retrace our steps. For non-compliance te towns were liable to indictment, and a fine was

imposed for the benefit of the school in the next town.
One reason which determined the Puritans upon a removal from Leyden was, that the place

being of great licentiousness and liberty to children, they’could not educate them" nor could they give
them due correction without reproof or reproach om their neighbors." heir ideas oI government,
family and national, were all derived from the Mosaic code, and as was said of the Connecticut settlers,
they "agreed to take the laws of God for thNr guide until they had time to make better."

But deeply as the settlers felt the importance of education, it was no easy matter in a frontier town
where a fierce Indian war was raging, when the inhabitants dwelt in garrisons and the settlement was

every day liable to an attack, t0 estabfish common schools. he dense forest, where the quiet of the
school room might be broken at any time by the yell of the savage, was no fitting time or place
helpless children; still at home education was not neglected, as the state of our ancient records every-
where attests. So much were the inhabitants scattered that no school was kept in town until 173o.
In that year, it seems, the town having increased to the requisite number of "fir& house-holders," and

having neglected to provide a leacher according to law, had been indicted by the gCand jury. Nov. 3,

73o, it was accordingly voted, that it be left with the selectmen to provide and. agree with a person
to keep a writing school in the town direct@"; and that the sum of en pounds be granted and raised
for defraying the charges in the last mentioned concern and olher Town charges." How liberal this

provision was we may udge rom the fact that the same sum, and even more, had been annually raised
for town charges alone, and that Dunstable then included the greater part of Hollis and Hudson

within its limits.
How many inhabitants the town then contained we are unable to ascertain. If there were fifty

house-holders or families, the number was probably about two hundred and fir&. How slow was the
increase and how disastrous nust have been the effect of the long Indian wars," we may conjecture
when we remember that as far back as x68o, there were thirty families, or nearly one hundred and

fifty inIabitants, most of whom were settled within the present limits o Nashua.
Ater this indictment, however, had been arranged, it appears that the town relapsed into its

ancientneglect and no further notice was taken of it. No record of any vote to raise money for the

support of schools, or to choose any school committee, or to build any school-house, or any allusion to
the subject of schools is found or many years. he town was too much,distracted at this period,
perhaps, by exciting religious and sectional questionS, to attend to or agree upon any general plan
of education. he inhabitants of Hollis and Hudson were desirous of being erected into separate
townships. hen came the question of erecting "a decent meeting-house," and similar divisions
ensued.

he controversies about the boundary line between New Hampshire and assachusetts, Which
finally divided Dunstable nearly in the middle, leaving one-half of the territory within the jurisdiction
of Massachusetts, and transferring the northern portion, with a large majority of the inhabitants, to

New Hampshire, gave rise to an excitement still more intense and protracted. hen foll0wed a suc-

cession of sectarian disputes about the Orthodo and New L@hts, Congregationalists and Presbyterians,
all of which were discussed and decided in town meetings. These, and similar controversies, with their

consequent victories and defeats, protests and reconsiderations must have occupied their time sufficiently
to prevent their union upon any subject, where there might be conflicting interests or prejudices.

After Lovewell’s war, so great was the security felt by the settlers, that they plunged boldly into
the wilderness in every direction. In July, i79, the lands lying three miles north and south
Merrimack river, extending three miles east and four miles west of it, and bounded southerly ,y the
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Souhegan, nov the northerly part of Merrimack were granted to Joseph Blanchard and others. Even
as early as May, 1726, a settlement was commenced at Concord. In Dunstable the outlands were taken

up, and soon the wilderness was alive with population. So numerous had they become that "for

greater convenience of public worship," they desired on every hand to be erected into townships.
In 1731 the inhabitants on the east side of the Merrimack petitioned the town to be set off, which

was granted to take effect "whenever the General Court should think it advisable." Leave was
obtained accordingly from the assembly of Massachusetts, and the new township was called zVofting-
ham. On the establishment of the boundary line it fell within the state of New Hampshire, obtained
a new charter in 1746, and changed its name to Nottingham-West, there being already a Nottingham
in the eastern section of the state.

In 1732 the inhabitants on the northerly side of Nashua river petitioned to be set off also with
Brenton’s farm, but the petition was not granted by the town. In 1733, however, part of the town
lying west of Merrimack river was incorporated by the general assembly into a township by the name
of Rumford, but soon after was called Merrimack.

July 3, I}34, Litchfield was incorporated. In the petition for incorporation, dated May, 1734, and
signed by "Aquila Underwood for the Town," it is stated, as a reason for the grant, that they have
"supported a minister for some time."

While the jealousies and divisions, to which reference has been made, were existing in such
strength, "the old meeting house," it seems, had grown so old and out of repair, as notto be "decent."
Upon a vote taken in 1732 whether the town "would build a decent meeting house or rectify and
mend the old one," it was decided not to "rectify," but to build. After quarrelling a year and
holding various meetings, it was voted to build it "about 4 rods westward of where the meeting house
now standa," upon which 19 personfi, chiefly from th..t part of the town now lying in Massachusetts,
entered their dissent of record against the location.

In 1736 Hollis was set off from Dunstable by the name of "the wesfarish of Dunstab[e,." but after
the establishment of the boundary line, it received a new act of incorporation from the state of New
I-Iampshire, by the name of I-Iollis. Its Indian name was Nissitisset. In the mean time settlements
were extending rapidly all around, and the forest was bowing before the onward tread of civilization.
In 1734 Amherst was settled, and in 1736 a bridge was built across Souhegan river, then the northerly
boundary of Dunstable, and a road laid out and built "from the bridge to Dunstable meeting house."

In 1732 Townsend was incorporated, taking in the southerly part of the town, including Pepperell.
Thus township after township had become parcelled out from the original body of "old Dunstable,"
until in i74o the broad and goodly plantation was reduced to that portion only which is now embraced
within the limits o Nashua and Nashville, Tyngsborough and Dunstable. At length, after a long
and violent controversy, and against the wishes of the inhabitants, the boundary line between New
Hampshire and Massachusetts was established in 1741, severing Dunstable very nearly in the middle,
and leaving the present town of Nashua and Nashville within the limits of New Hampshire. With
the exception of a small section set off to Hollis, this portion retains the territory which it had in

174i an:l contains by computation, about 18,878 acres.

After the death of Rev. Mr. Prentice, Rev. Josiah Owan received a call to settle over the church
and town. He accepted the call, and was ordained Dec. 27, 1738. Mr. Swan is said to have been a
native of Dunstable, and gradua:ed at Harvard in 1733. In 1739 he married Jane Mr. Sperry says
erroneously Rachae[, Blanchard, daughter of [oseph Blanchard, Esq., of this town. In 1741 how-
ever, on the division of the town by the new boundary, it became more difficult to support a minister.
Not long afterwards the sect then called "New Lights," but since known as Methodists, appeared, and
a division in his society ensued. The churches were "infected with lay exhorters, and some ministers
who have left their parishes and charges and undertaken to play the bishop in another man’s
diocese," as the regular clergy complained, and "distracted by such persons exhorting a’nd preaching
in private houses without the consent of the stated pastor."*

We have seen that the question of building a new meeting house was discussed as far back as
1732 and a vote taken fixing its location. In November, 1734, [ohn Kendall and others remonstrated

CAllen’s Chelmsford, 116.
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to the general assembly against its location, and asked for a committee.* The records of the
town from 1733 to 1746 are lost, but it is known that the vote was inoperative and the house not built
until 1738 when Mr. Swan was settled. It stood near the old burying ground not far from the state
line, having been built for the accommodation of the original township. Immediately after the
division of the town, it became necessary to erect a new meeting house in a more central situation.
But so diverse were the interests and the feelings of our then widely scattered population, that n0-
location was satisfactory. June 20, 1746 the town voted "that the ace offlreachin the.ose[ t/zis

summer be at Ephraim Lund’s barn." After sundry votes, protests and reconsiderations, committees,
reports and compromises, the town voted to accept the proposal of ona. Lovewell and others to build
the meeting house on their own account, and to have the liberty of selling all the wall pews for their
own benefit.

The House was built accordingly in the autumn of 1747, "on a spot of rising ground about sic
rods west of the main road," which is a few rods northerly of the present South meeting-house. It
was about twenty-eight feet by f6rty; had a small gallery, and was divided like the old one into the
"men’s side" and the "women’s side."

CEcclesiastical Records, I734, page 7o.




