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ARCHIBALD HARRIS DUNLAP.
Hon. Archibald H. Dunlap was born at North Branch,

Antrim, Sept. 2, I817; died at Nashua, April 5, I894. He
was a son of John and Jennie (Nesmith) Dunlap, and of

tile fourth generation in descent froIn Archibald, who

came from the Scotch settlement in Ireland about the

year 174o and settled in Chester. The line of descent is

Archibald, John, John and Archibald H. Archibald mar-

tied Martha NeaI of Chester. She was of Sc3tch ancestry,
and her father,

Joseph Neal, was

among the Presby-
terians who peti-
tioned the legisla-
ture, in 1736, to be

freed from paying
a second tax to

support a Congre-
gational minister.

The third child of

Archibald was

Maj. John Dunlap
of Revolutionary

nlenlory. He was

born in Chester in

1746 married
Martha Gilmore,

settled in Bedford,

owned and carried
on large farm.

As a Inilitary man

he was well known

in his day and his

hospitality and
liberality were

shown by enter-

taining on one

occasion his entire

regiment.
His son John

early left Bedford
and settled in An-
trinl, where he

was in the cabinet

nlaking business
for nlany years,
and was probably
the first to intro-

duce the manu-

facture of knitted
underclothing in
this state, and also
made looms for
that purpose. This was about the year 18t and was

deemed a great curiosity.
The subieet of this sketch inherited the zeal, power of

endurance and enterprise of the Scotch race. At the age
of thirteen years, with but a limited education, he started
out to seek his fortune. With his elder brother, Robert,
he left his home at an early hour in the morning with a

bundle in one hand and a staff in the other to walk to
Nashua, a distance of thirty-five miles. They reached
the town late in the afternoon and the next day, Saturday,
spent their time in looking over the village and making

ARCHIBALD HARRIS DUNLAP.

acquaintances. Sunday they attended services at what
became known a little later as the Olive Street church,
Rev. Mr. Nott being tile pastor at that time, and there
Mr. Dunlap continued a worshipper while the church
stood inore than half a century and after that at the
Pilgritn church, built upou the same site. On Monday he
secured employment with Ziba Gay, manufacturer of
machinery, to work through the sunlmer. All the while
Mr. Dunlap felt tile need of a better education and so in
the autumn of that year, I83r, he entered Franklin

academy, of which
Prof. Benjamin M.
Tyler was princi-
pal, and remained
until spring, tte
afterwards attend-
ed Francestown
one term and one

term at Antrim,

finishing his edu-
catiou at the latter
place.
Mr. Dunlap’s

next place of em-

ploynxent was at.
the Indian Head
mills, where, at
the age of nine-

teen, he was pro-
rooted to the po-
sition of overseer.
He held this re-

sponsible position
until 847, when,
his health again
failing, he re-

signed. The next
two years were

spent in business
in Franklin. In
849 he returned
to Nashua and
cotnmenced the
garden seed busi-
ness. It was at
first an experi-
ment, but his
characteristic en-

ergy, push and
steady devotion in
whatever he was

engaged, overcanle
the discourage-
merits that would

have caused manyless courageous to have abandoned
the enterprise, and it was crowned with success.

Mr. Dunlap was many times honored with positions of
trust by his fellow citizens. He held offices in tile town
and city governments in 858 he was elected railroad com-
missioner of the state for three years, and in i864 he was
chosen one of the presidential electors of New Hampshire
with the honor of casting an electoral vote for Abraham
Lincoln. Mr. Dunlap represented his ward in the legis-
lature in 869 and 187 The influence of his strong
personality was widely felt in all matters pertaining to
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the welfare of the city; witness the fact that when the
people were divided into contending factions over the
location of the soldiers’ and sailors’ monumeut he cahnly
arose in his place in an excited meeting, poured oil upon
the troubled waters and suggested Abbot square---the site
where it is locatedurged harnmny and made patriotic
appeal that sileuced discord and settled the vexed ques-
tion. This public spirit was shown in the advocacy of,
and aid given, to many other improvements aud enter-
prises that now enter into the daily life of our citizens
notably the build-

ing of the Nashua

& Rochester rail-
road, the acqnire-
ment of the fund
for the North com-

nlOll and the
founding of the
New ttampshire
Banking company
in all of these
he was one of the

original promot-
ers. From his
youth Mr. Dunlap
was leaderamong
men. Tall, fiuely
proportioned, easy
in carriage, fear-
less in the advoc-
acy of his princi-
ples, a man of
original ideas,
capable of making
an argumentative
and conviucing
address, he was a

power in church
and state, and iu
justice to his mem-
ory it should be
said that he never
wielded this power
for gain or selfish
motives. To buiht
up Nashua, her
industries anti her
churches, and to
advance the stand-
ard of good living
in the home and
mercantile affairs
was his aim. He
was constant con-
tributor to everything that helped society. He was a

deacon for ninny years in the churches heretofore men-
tioned. He was chairman of the building committee for
the erection of the present Pilgrim church edifice in 88L
and worked diligently until it was completed and dedicated.
Deacon Dunlap vas united iu marriage Aug. , I84L

with Lucy Jane, daughter of Josiah Fogg of Exeter and
granddaughter of Major Josiah Fogg. Five children were
born of the marriage: James It., Georgianna, John P.,
(died in 85 aged four yeara), Abby Jane, Charles H.,
(died in 894 aged 4).

REV. JAMES S. BLACK.
Rev. James S. Black, writer of the ecclesiastical chapter

of this work, was born in Scotland in 845. He attended
schools at Glasgow and Edinburgh and was graduated
from iustitutions of learning in this country. He was
settled over the Olive Street Congregational society in
Nashua from t87o to 1874 was pastor of Erskine church in
Montreal from I874 to 884, at Colorado Springs, Col., from
I884 to I89o at Minneapolis, Minn.,

I{E\’. JAMES ,. III.ACK.

bat the great truths of Christianity.
work as a pastor his services were in frequent demand as

a platform orator, his reputation as an eloquent anti
instructive speaker on popular themes heing well known
and appreciated in this vicinity as well as throughout
New England. He took great interest in public affairs,
and was a zealous and patriotic citizen. He has been
tvice married, first, 872, with Helen M. Kimball of
Nashua, who died while he was settled in Colorado, and,
second, with Mary Cameron, a native of Pittsburgh and
of Scotch descent. No children.

from t89o to 894
and at present is
the minister at St.
Andrew’s church,
Halifax, N.S. He
has traveled in
Europe, in Pales-
tine aud Egypt,
and is author of
several popular
works of a reli-

gious character.
Mr. Black is an

earnest and elo-
quent extempora-
neous preacher
whose services
have beeu very

profitable to the
congregations and
people where he
has been settled.
During the four
years of his min-
istry overthe Olive
Street church,
which was his first
pastorate, he en-

deared himself to
its members. He
was not onlyavery
earnest aud zeal-
ous preacher, hut,
also, a warnl and
disinterested
friend. Broad in
his religiousviews,
he had, neverthe-
less, the courage
of his convictions
and never hesitat-
ed to denounce
whatever, in his
judgment, tended
to subvert or tom-

In addition to his



ANDREW ELIOT THAYER.
Rex,. Andrew E. Thayer was born Nov. 4, 1783, in

tIampton, died in Nashua, Jan. 3, I846. Hewas son of

Rev. Ebenezer (twenty-six),ears a minister at Itampton),

and Martha (Cotton) Thayer. and grandson of Rex’. John
Cotton of Newton, Mass., and descendaut in the fifth

generatiou from Rev. Johu Cottou, who came from Eng-
laud in 633 and was settled over the First church iu

Bostou.
Mr. Thayer fitted for college in Exeter aud entered

Harvard mfiversity, graduating in 8o3. After studying
divinity and being ordained for the ministry, January, 8o6,
his health failed aud he was obliged to .go south. Return-

ing north he came to Nashua about 82o, aud front that

time until Jan. , 824, he snpplied the pulpit of the Ohl

South church, lie also taught school and afterwards

had bookstore and circulating library in buihliug
standing where the eutranee to Thayer’s court now is.

lie assisted iu establishing The Nashua Constellation. In

June, I827 he became of its pulflishers, being also

its editor autil Feb. 24 832, the name in the meautime

haviug been changed to Nashua Gazette. Mr. Thayer
theu sold the paper to (;eueral IIunt, who changed its

politics from Whig to l)emocrat. While Mr. Thayer
was editor the Gazette was published iu roolu back of

the bookstore, and the Telegraph was started in the same

place, the latter remaining there until it was removed

to the next building, where the Watananock house

stands. It was in this buihling nntil the fire of November,

838, when the two buihlius, in which were the book-

store and Telegraph, were burned to the grouml. The

bookstore was theu placed in the buihlhg lately occupied
by Mr. I)ane, standing on the site of the Whiting block,

and the Telegraph in the above. It was owing to

Mr. Thayer’s exertious that Mr. Beard came here aud

founded the Nashua Weekly Telegraph, the editor of the

same saying at the time of Mr. Thayer’s death "A debt
of gratitude, as well as a pecuniary debt, has been due

him, and although we have been compelled to be a poor

paymaster in regard to the latter, we have never disowned
the former." Mr. Thaver filled conspicuous place
amoug his fellow-citizens and occupied many responsible
positions. His enterprise did much to buihl up the place,
and he was ever ready to assist in good works.

Rev. Mr. Thayer was united in marriage to Lucy Flagg,
daughterof Johuand Lucy (Curtis) Flagg. Mrs. Thayer
was highly esteemed aml beloved by all who knew her.
l)uring the Civil war she xvas active in everything to
relieve the wants of the sohliers, and, in fact, her whole
life was devoted to the things that make home and a

community wiser aml better. She died at her home in

Tbayer’scourt, June 24, 874. They had several children,
ouly two of whom are now living, Lucy F. and Katharine
M. Thayer.

tEV. HENII A. LESSARD.
Rev. Henri A. l,essard was born in St. Johns, on the

bauks of the Richelieu river, in the province of Quebec,
April 4, 85o. Ite is son of Rene Edward and Marie

Margnerite I,essard, and a descendant on the paternal
side of Stephen De Fraucis Lessard, who settled at St.
Anned’Beaupre, P. Q., iu 623. On the maternal side he
is descendant of Gabriel l,ambert, who settled iu Quebec
iu 687. They followed agricultural pursuits and were a"

sturdy, industrious and respected people.
Rev. Father Lessard was educated in the public schools

of his native place aml began classical study there in

863. In 865, the college at that place having closed its
doors, and its founder, Rev. Charles Larocque, having
been promoted to the bishol)ric of St. tlyacinthe, he

entered St. Therese college, Terrebourne connty, P. Q.,
where he pursued his studies. Four ),ears later his

parents removed to Moutreal, and he resided there with
them about eighteen months. In 87I he became resi-
dent of Manchester. After five vears spent in mercantile

pursuits he returned to St. Therese college with avowed

liE\:. IIENR1 A. LESSAIID.

intention of becoming a priest. He pursued his studies
with diligence and on June 7, 879, his hopes were real-
ized by his ordination at Montreal. A few days later Rt.
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Rev. James A. Healey, bishop of the diocese of l’ortland,

appointed him assistant to Father Chevalier, pastor of St.
Augustine’s church, Manchester, where he remained

year, when he was sent as assistant ulissionary with

Father Sweron to attend the mission of Madawaska,

Aroostook county, Me. In January, 88, after month

spent at the cathedral of Portland, he began service ureter
Rev. Father Hesey, then pastor of the church at I,ewis-

ton, Me. In September of the same year he was appointed
to All Saints church at Lancaster, and his twelve missions

were confirmed by
Rt. Rev. Bishop
tIealey. Four
years of constant

and arduous labor

in that parish be-

gan to undermine
his health, and

consequently he
asked for change.
This was granted,
and, in 1885 the
French Canadian

population of

Nashua having
outnumbered the
capacity of the
church of St. Louis
d’Gonzague on

Ifollis street, tie
was chosen to
share Rev. I"ather
Milette’s labors
and was assigned
to a nucleus of

parish the north
side of the city; his
zealous labor in
the past ten years
has been abnn-
dantly blessed,
and the parish of
St. Francis Xavier,
of which he is the
honored pastor,
has (July, I896),
laid the corner-
stone of church
edifice, on Chan-
dler street, which
will be among the
first iu the city.
Rev. Father I,es-
sard is a courteous
and affable priest and citizen, who has the confidence and
respect of the entire conununity.

VEIIY IIEV. JIIIIN (I’I)ONNEIA, V.

VERY REV. JOHN O’DONNELL, V. G.

Very Rev. Johu O’Donuell, V. G., xvas born at Donegal,
Ireland, Nov. 22, 182, died at Nashua, Jan. 22, I882. Ite
was a son of Dennis and Mary Ann (McGrath) O’Dounell,
both of whom were Connected with the best families in
the country in which they were reared, and possessed of
a laudable ambition to give their children greater advan-

tages in the matter of education and opportunity than
they themselves had enjoyed. They accordingly emi-
grated to America.

Father ()’Dounell obtained his primary education in the
schools of his native place and shortly after his arrival
in this country entered Mount St. Mary’s college at

Emmitslmrg, bid., where lie was graduated in I847. He
was ordained the same year at the cathedral in Boston,
and appointed pastor of mission at Eastport, Me. In
tlfis limited fiehl of labor he exhibited tact, talent and ex-

ecutive ability aml
the result was

his transfer to
St. I)ominick’s

church, Portland.
It was at the time
when Neal Dow
and his followers

struggling to
make Maiue pro-
hibition state and
Father O’Dommll

heing man of
positive couvic-
tions and pos-
sessed of the cour-

age of those con-

victions advo-
cated license
law. IIisobserva-
tion led him to
believe, that all
things considered,
the cause of

temperance and

morality wouhl lie
better conserved
by rigid coutrol
of the sale of

intoxicatingliquor
than by prohilfi-
tion, for, as lie

saw the evil,
men will debauch
themselves de-

spite law, aud pro-
hibition often
leads to perjury.
Father O’Donnell
stated his views

fairly and honestly
but for all that
the leaders of total

abstinence bitterly
assailed him, orally and through the columns of the
press, aml later endeavored to hold him responsible for
the riot and bloodshed that were witnessed in Portland
when attempt was made to enforce the prohibition
laws. He, however, never felt that he was in any way
responsible. I-{e had simply stated his views as tie had a

right to do, and, moreover, the sad outconle was not owing
to the method he had advised in dealing with the issue,
but to the nlethods in law of those who opposed his views.

In I855, after tile installation of the first bishop of the
diocese of Portland, Father O’I)ommll was assigned to



Nashua. Before he canle here Suuday riotiug was the
rule rather than the exceptions. IIe held services in the
P’rauklin hall, as the opera house was then called, and
in very short time restored order among his people and
won the respect and confidence of the commuuity. He
purchased, with his own mouey, laud ou Temple street
and set off to the diocese a lot for a cllurch edifice and then
set to work to build the sanle. It was great uuder-
taking for that day, but he overcame all obstacles and in
November, I857, at the tinle of the great financial panic,
the Church of the Immaculate Conception--of which tie
was the founder and iu tile yard of which Iris body lies
buried--was duly consecrated. A few years later a con-

troversy arose over the parsonage aud lot, which he built
with llis own funds, aud the diocese requested a free deed
of the sanle. Father O’Donnell knew his rights, aud, as

in every crisis of his career, was able to maintain them.
He explaiued the matter and declined to act. His sus-

pension followed aud another priest was sent to take his

place. The affairs of the parish then went from bad to
worse. The people clamored for his return and the bishop,
a nlau of rare good sense, settled with Father O’I)onnell
and reinstated lfim as pastor of the church he fouuded,
in which sacred office tie officiated uutil his death. The
tweuty-fifth anniversary of the dedication of the church
he founded was great eveut in Nashua. His people had
its walls beautifully frescoed at great cost aud at the
reception, following nlass by the bishop, he was hoiored
with the congratulatiom of people of all denominations,
who called at the parochial parsonage.
That Father O’Donnell had the coufidence aml highest

esteeul of all loyal Nashuaus, without regard to creed or

politics, was sh6wn ou many occasions. They loved him
because of the sublime manhood lie exhibited in asserting
his rights, for his broad catllolicity that recognized all meu
as brethreu, for the loyal support of the cause and flag of
his adopted country, for his interest in popular education,
but most of all for the warm fatherly greeting that char-
acterized his deportment when abroad anloug the people.
All these things are in evidence over and over again iu
the story of his life. At his altar and at public meetings
in the City Ilall he proclaimed the doctriue of emancipa-
tion, and when Lincoln fell by the haml of assassin,
lie denounced the act in public speech with tears that
choked his utterance. Often he went unobtrusively to
tile homes of other faith than his own and offered the
coudolence aud sympathy of citizen. Every political
orgauizatiou recoguized his devotion to the schools, and
the returus of his last election as member of the board
of education, show that not a ballot was cast against
hinl. His door was always ajar for teachers and scholars,
and in him they found safe counsellor and a sympa-
thizing frieud, and when his life on earth ended the school
board of which he was an honored member named the
school building on Chandler street, the O’Donnell school,
in honor of his luemory. He gave his haudsome set of
the Encyclopaedia Brittanuica to the High school, and to
this time his portrait hangs in several schoolrooms. His
life was an exceedingly busy aud laborious, as well as an

eminently useful one. In his efforts to advance the gen-
eral interests of humanity, to upbuild aud strengthen
character, and especially to promote and establish the
religion of the Master, as the foundation of true aud hon-
orable lives in this world, and the only hope for the
future, he was indefatigable. His memory is sacred
page on the history of the generation tie served.

SUMNER MORGAN.
Sumner Morgan, son of Isaac and Tabitha (Pearson)

Morgan, was born at Washingtou, Jme 6, 18o3, died at
Nashua, Aug. 7, 885. He was a desceudaut, on the

SU.M NEll

paternal side, of Robert Morgau, who came to America
from Hngland in t65o aud settled at Salem, Mass., and
was the progenitor of a family that hs become widely
scattered, aud has made houorable records in the elvie and
military affairs of the eouutry. On the nmternal side he
wasa descendaut in the line of Thomas Pearson, a

who was among the pioneers of that part of Old I)unsta-

ble, known as Nashua, and honored by his townsmeu.
Mr. Morgan was educated iu the public schools of his
uative place, and early iu life settled in Nashua. His
business was that of a butcher and provision dealer, and
at oue tinle he was located in the basement of the City
Hall building. He acquired a fine tract of land on what
is now known as Morgan street, and after retiring from
mercantile life busied himself in agricultural pursuits.
Mr. Morgau was an old school gentleman; a nmn of
unblemished character, strict iutegrity and modest citi-
zenship. He made a constant and earnest eudeavor to
promote the welfare of Nashua and Nashuans, and was
faithful to every trust. From 186o to 187o he resided in
Merrimack, where he served tile town its board of
selectmen. He was an attendant of the Olive Street
church. Mr. Morgan nmrried three times; first,
Nov. 25, 183o, with Jane E. Pearson, daughter of Thomas
Pearson, whose ancestors came to this country in 1685
and settled at Readiug, Mass. second, Dec. 27, 836 with
Mary I’. I’ry, daughter of Roland and Mary (Young)
try. His third wife’s name was Mrs. Rebecca Butler,
Feb. 7, 186. Eight children were born to him; by his
first marriage, Ellen J., Dec. 25, 831 married Samuel C.
Barnes; Edward S., March 27, 833 died Dec. 15, 864;
by his second marriage, Caroline E., Oct. 24, 838, mar-
ried Rev. Hiranl G. Blair; Abby K., Aug. 6, 1841 married
Irving Estey Charles W., Dec. 4, I842, nmrried Mary L.
Longa, and, secoud, Rosabel E. Brown; three who died
in infancy. Both his sons served their country in the army
during the Civil War, and both were wounded in battle.
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JOHN GRAY BLUNT.

John G. Blunt, son of John and Mary (Estey) Blunt,
was born in Amherst, Aug. 23, i817, died at his summer

hone at Marblehead, Mass., July 24, 1883. He was edu-

cated in the public schools of his native place and at the
Nashua Literary institution. In 1837 he settled in Nashua

and engaged in the grocery trade with his father. Later
he was in business alone, and in 852, Warren J. Cooper
became his partner under the firm name of Blunt & Co.

ALLEN WILSON.
Allen Wilson was born at Tyngsboro, Mass., August 27,

1823, died Feb. 27, I892. He was son of Alien and El-
mira (Sherburn) Wilson and a descendant of the early
settlers of the country lying along the banks of the Mer-
riluack river between Nashua and Chelmsford. His father
was drowued when he was three months old and his
mother subsequently married a Mr. Farmer. He lived
with his brothers and sisters until he was able to take

JOHN (;RAY BLUNT.

In I859, his son, E.
O. Blunt became

his partner under
the firm nane of

J. G. Blunt & Son,
and from that time
and since his

death,the business
has beeu con-

ducted under the
oht sign, it being
the oldest mercan-
tile house in the

city. Mr. Blunt

was a successful
and honorable
merchant, diligent
in business and

geuerous in his

dealings. He was

one of thefounders
of the Pearl street

Congregational
church and a lib-

eral contributor to
its support, his

gift to the organ
fund alone being
$I,500, In 889,
when tim church
united with the
Olive Street
church, he became

memtler of the
new organization,
--the Pilgrim
church, and, as in
the old church,
held the office of
deacon. Mr. Bluut
represented Ward
Six in the board
of aldermen in

859 and 186o and
in the legislature in I86 and 1862.

care of himself and
was in every sense
of the word a self-
nlade nlan.

Mr. Wilson was
educated in the

public schools of
his native place
and at the aca-

delny in Newbury,
Vt. He learned
the trade of a reed
lnaker and fol-
lowed that occu-

pation till the con-
dition of his health
admonished him
that he must
change his occu-

pation, whereupon
he established a

restaurant at the
Concord railroad

station where he
remained thirty-
one years, and, it

being junction
.for passengers
passing through
southern New
Hampshire, be-

calne one of the
best known lueu

in the state. Nor
is it too lnuch to

say of him that he
was most highly
regarded by the

public. Of com-

manding pres-
ence, a rare good
talker on current
themes, of unques-

His tastes and habits
were such as led him to prefer the quiet and retirement
of home life, rather than the bustle and excitement of
polities and he declined further political honors. Mr.
Blunt was united in marriage Dee. i8, 845, with Caroline
Ball. Four children were born of their marriage Edward
O., born Aug. 4, 847, married Lueette Harmon, died
April 4, I896; Charles E., born Oct. 5, 849, married
Enfily A. Clark; Mary E., born Feb. 8, 853, married
George E. Holt, who died May 4, 894; Alfred A., Jan.
28, i858 died Nov. 9, 885.

tioned upright-
hess in his religious and civic life, kind and sympathetic
in dealing with the poor and unfortunate, liberal con-

tributor to every good cause, he was as near the ideal of

perfect nmnhood as it is possible to attain in a world
of bargain-making and of money-getting, temptations
and folly.
Mr. Wilson was much in public life and conspicuous in

the every-day affairs of the city. He served in the first

and second common council from Ward Three in 1853 and

854 and was twice chosen to represent his ward in the

legislature, his seat being successfully cones*ed one of
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the terms by his Democratic opponent. Later he was

urged to accept a nomination for assessor and still later,

when his hundreds of friemts were urging his nomination
as a candidate for the Mayoralty, and it was a foregone
conclusion that he was the chosen of the convention, he

arose in his place and declined the honor. The cares of

public office had no attraction for him. Mr. Wilson was

a director ninny years in the Second National bank, a

trustee in the Mechanic’s Savings bank, and also held

many other positions of trust, the duties of which he dis-

charged with abiIity aml fidelity.
In his religious life he was a Methodist. He was one of

the supporters of the Lowell street church, a liberal

contribntor for the fund for building the society’s Main

street edifice and in supporting its preacher and nfissious.

He was several years superintendent of the Sunday School

connected with the church, class leader, steward, and

also served upon its financial board, and vhen, by reason

of failing health, he resigned, his friends in the society

presented him with a gold headed cane which records in

its inscription fifty years of membership, from May ,
84, to May t, 89. He lived a life of honor and prob-
ity, and in death was mourned hy the whole community.

enterprises untiI I848, when, on account of failing health,
he sold out to Mcuesten and retired to private life on a

small farm. Mr. Bullard built several houses and took

ALLEN WILSON.

Mr. Vilson was united in marriage Oct. 8, 1849, with
Catherine S. Parker, daughter of John and Sarah (Mc-
Caine) Parker of Peterboro. Mrs. Wilson seconded her

hushand in all good works, and since his death has con-

tiuued the generous giving that endeared him to the peo-

ple amt which gives her a like reputation for loyalty to

God and humanity. There were no children by their

marriage.

SOLOMON R. BULLARD.
Solomon R, Bullard was horn in Dedham, Mass., Sept.

15, 1798, died in Nashua Oct. io, 1866. He was a son of

ohn and Abigail (Richards)Bullard. Mr. Bullard was

educated in the public schools of his native place. He
came to Nashua in September, 1831 and engaged in trade.
He also had a pecuniary interest in a sawmill and other

S(.H.OMON R. BULLARD,

an active interest in everything calculated to promote
good morals and advance the material interests of Nash-
ua. He served the town of Nashville one or two years on

the board of selectmen, and as street commissioner, and

represented in the legislature. He attended the Baptist
church and was a true man in all the relations of life.

Mr. Bullard was united in marriage Feb. 6, 826, with

Sarah F. Sanborn, daughter of Moses and Nancy (Fogg)
Sanborn of Epping. Three sons were born of his mar-

riage; Henry M., born atWatertown, Mass., Nov. 7, 827,
married Oct. at, 1853, Sophia P. Patten of Raymond;
Solomon Chester, born in Nashua Sept. 8, 832 married

Dec. , 859, Sarah V. Fisher, died Nov. 2, 884; Dura
Pratt, boru in Nashua Feb. , 839, died June 3, 843.

JOHN GARDNER KIMBALL.

John G. Kimball, son of Des. Isaac and Lucinda (Ten-
hey) Kimball, was born at Mason Village, now Greenville,
Sept. 4, 827, died at the Shirley Hill house in Goffstown
where he was spending his vacation, Oct. I9, I886. His

immigrant ancestor, Richard Kimball, came to America

front Suffolk county, Eng., in April, 634.
Mr. Kimball attended the public schools at Temple, to

which place his parents removed when he was two years
of age, and was a student at the academies in Hancock

and I’rancestown. Later he attended the Normal insti-
tute at Reed’s Ferry, and after that taught school. Still
later he spent a year in Boston, where he was graduated
in 855 front Corner’s Commercial college. The next two

years were spent in Philadelphia. In April, 1857 he

came to Nashua, and here he had his home until his

death. From 1857 to 864 he was engaged in the express
business with Hon. Hiram T. iIorrill, and after that he

was a busy man of affairs, being clerk of the common

council in 86o and 86, city clerk from 1863 to 866, and

city treasurer several years, cashier of the Indian Head

National bank eight years, and the greater part of this
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time doing an extensive insurance business. In 1876 he

was appointed by the goveruor and council a member of

the board of bank commissioners, a position which he
held until 188o and the duties of which he performed
with exceptional ability. Mr. Kimball represented his

ward in the constitutional convention of 1876 and in the

first biennial session of the legislature of 1879. He served
his constituents with fidelity and was instrumental in ob-

taining the charter for the New Hanlpshire banking conl-

pany and Guaranty Savings bank, which institution he

organized in 188o. He was a menlber of its board of trus-

tees and its treasurer until his death. Mr. Kimball was

director in the First National bank, president of the

Underhill Edge Tool company, and treasurer of the
Peterboro railroad. Besides these important trusts, tie

was an active citizen in xnatters of public concern. Mr.
Kimball was universally esteemed and trusted. He was

SAMUEL SHEPHERD.

Samuel Shepherd was born in Dedham, Mass., April 8,
I8Ol, died in Nashua, April IO, 1889 He studied archi-

tecture with Ashur Benjamin, of Boston and was a

lnechanical engineer and inventor of marked ability.
Mr. Shepherd settled in Nashua in 1824, and for a time
was engaged in making doors, sashes and windows. The
process was too slow for man of his genius and conse-

quently he studied iluprovelnents and evolved machinery
with which to do the work. His inventions revolution-
ized the business. A little later he became superintendent
of the entire building department of the Jackson company
and built its first mill buildings to the entire satisfaction
of agents and owners. Mr. Shepherd’s next venture was

in Boston, where he added new devices to his inventions
and built and equipped for stock colnpany mills for the
lnanufacture of doors, sash and blinds. In 842, he
draughted the plans for the City Hall building, Nashua
and served upon the town comnlittee that built it. Mr.
.Ghepberd spent fifteen years in tile southern states, being
largely engaged in mechanical pursuits, and meantime,
inventing the cotton-gin and other labor-saVing machines.
Later in life he gave pretty nluch all his time to invention.
Mr. Shepherd was tnember of the First Congregational

church, a deacon for many years in its organization and
pioneer in Sunday-school work. He was a good nlan and

highly respected by the community.

JOHN GARDNER KIMBALL.

a man who gave his influence to advance the interests of

the church, the state and society. He was amember of
the First Congregational church and society, and held the
office of treasurer in the latter organization nearly twenty-
five years. He was also a member of Rising Sun lodge,
A. F. and A. M., and of Pennichuck lodge, I. O. O. F.
Mr. Kimball was united in marriage Nov. 19 1857, with

Betsy C. Spalding, daughter of Capt. Ira Spalding of Mer-
rilnack. Mrs. Kimball is a descendant of Edward Spald-
ing, who came to this country from England about 1633.
Six children were born of their marriage Elwood Davis,
born Sept. 29, 1859, married Luella A. Johnson of Burton,
Ohio, and who resides at "Vichita, Kansas Annie Rand-

lett, born Jan. 28. 1862, died Jan. 8, 1868 Elizabeth Gard-

ner, born July 5, 1869; John Hovey, born Jan. 21, 1871
Ralph Tenny, born Feb. :21, 1873 Richard Spalding, born

March 12, 1879.

JOHN A. BALDWIN.
John A. Baldwin was born in Boston, Mass., Dec. 2o,

1793, died in Nashua, April IO, 1873. Hewasa descendant
of the Baldwin family that came from England in the
seventeenth century and settled at Vroburn, Mass. The
Baldwins were conspicuous in the. struggles of the colonies
to free themselves fronl British rule and several of them
were soldiers of the Revolutionary War. The genealogy
of tile family is published in book form and is an inter-
esting work to persons bearing that name or connected
by marriage.
Mr. Baldwin was educated in the common schools of

Boston. He eatue to Nashua in 1825, and was employed
until his death as paymaster of the Nashua Manufacturing
company,--forty-seven years. Mr. Baldwin was aniong

the first citizens of Nashua in all things and took a deep
interest in whatever his iudgtuent commended for the
interest of the city and the people. He served the town
as chairman of the board of selectmen in 1846 and 1847,
was town treasurer in i848 and sat in the first and second
common council as the representative of Ward Five, and
during the next two years, 1855 and 1856, was a member
of the board of aldernlen. In the dark days of the Civil
War no man in Nashua was 1note loyal than Mr. Baldwin
or willingly sacrificed more, according to his means and

opportunity, in all of which he was seconded by Mrs.
Baldwin, than whom a more honored wife and mother
never lived. He was a member of the Unitarian church
and superintendent of the Sunday-school of the parish
thirty-five years.
Mr. Baldwin was united in marriage Oct. 26, I826, with

Sarah Collins, daughter of John and Sarah (Avery)
Collins. Seven children were born of their marriage,
four of whom are living Marian Baldwin, Newton Centre,
Mass. John A. Baldwin, Brookline, Mass. Mary A. and

Lucy A. of Nashua.]
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ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.
B JAlVf:ES S. BLACK.

FHE ecclesiastical history oi any New England community-forms no small part o the whole
story. It throws light upon the religious and ethical progress of society, upon much self=
denying zeal, and also Upon sectarian strife and narrowness. The evolution of church
architecture and music indicates the progress of the msthetic, while the growing zeal and

liberality proclaim the moral development. The rise and progress of tile various denominations of

Christians in our city also tell the story of .the changes that have taken place in the almost exclu-

sively New England community of fifty years ago. It is a happy circumstance that this historical

chapter has no tale of oppression or of persecution, for coflscience sake, to relate: Interdenomina-

tional courtesy and good feeling has been the rule. The nearest approach to strife has been not be-

tween denominations, but in denominations as such, and even of theseconscientious differences 6f

opinion it can truly be said that they have passed away and left no bitterness behind.

Presbyt.erians from Londonderry, zealous in :their adherence to the Westminster Confession,
Congregationalists, who w.ere conservative in their tastes and habits, but in doctrine were influenced

by Harvard university and ridiculed Whitefield; and the New Lights,. as th zealous followers of

that great preacher were called, fought out their differences in wordy warfare which found its storm

6entre at the calling and Settling. of ministers.

Were we to give the hitory of the churches with as much detail as several of the churches have
Observed in their published manuals, the limits of this chapter would be transg:essed; bu as far as

is possible we give the story of each congregation as related by its own representative.
It will be noticed that the churches are arranged in the chron01_ogocal order of their coming to

the city.
The following chronologicM table will enable the reader to f0tlowmore clearly the history of

each of the churches"

1673 Organizion of the town of Dunstable.-

1678 The first, church in the village of Dunstable. It wag:a log tiotise abgut twenty feet square.
1684 A new:.m.e.efin-l10use was built.

I685 A church:was organized and Mr. Weld’ or.dained as minister.

1738 A new:.:.meeti_ng-ii:ouse :erected.

1747 A chu.reh was built:-a few rods north of the Old South church in Dunstable,’New Hampshire.

1753 A meeting-hSfise bUilt two miles below the present City hall.

I76I At a town meetingthe New England Confession of Faithwas :adopted..
1766 Voted t.hat the civil connectidia between the town and the minister of the _church .should

cease.
1812 The Old South meeting-house was built.
1818 Organization of the First Universalist society.

1819 The First Baptist society in Dunstable, N. H., (now Nashua) was formed.

1825 Olive Street church built.
1826: Olive Street church purchased bY Congregationalists..
1826 FirstUnitarian society organized.
1831 First Methodist Episcopal services in the city.

1-833 Reorganization of the Universalist church.

1833 T.he First Baptist church built on the present site.

1835 First Congregational church, Main street, dedicated

1836 Second Baptist chureh corner of West Pearl and Chestnut streei:s.
1838 Free Will. B.aptist ch,urch organized.
1839 01d Universalist ch...urch on west side of Main street built.

I85 First EpiscopaI church service in Nashua.

847 Pearl stree;-church (3rd Congregational) dedica:ed, now ownea,) he Universalist church.
185o New First Baptist church dedicated
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I857
868

187o
I873
1878
I882
I886

I894

Church of the Immaculate Conception consecrated.
Main Street Methodist Episcopal church dedicated.
First Congregational church, Main street, rebuilt.
Church of St. Aloysius consecrated.
Church of the Good Shepherd consecrated.
Pilgrim church dedicated.
St. Francis Xavier church consecrated.
Present First Congregational church dedicated.

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

Upon Dec. 16, 1685, in a new neeting-house, built of logs and located near the old burying-
ground, four miles down the Lowell road, the present First Congregational church of Nashua, then

called the Congregational church of Dunstable, was organized. Immediately after its organization

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAl, CIIURCH.

this church with its seven members, stood as a sentinel at the very fore-front of Christ’s spiritual
forces in this part of the newly occupied continent. No church north of it in the vhole stretch of

territory up to the Canada line. No church east of it nearer than Halnpton and none south or

vest for several miles. Just how nlany families there were at that time to worship in the little

ineeting-house we have no means of knowing.
Thomas Weld, the first pastor, came from Roxbury, Mass. Jonathan Tyng, whose name stands

first upon the roll of church-menlbership, came from Boston.

John Blanchard, who was elected a deacon of the church at its formation, had his early training
in Charlestown, Mass.

Samuel French was born in Cambridge. Henry Farxvell was a descendant of Henry Farwell of

Concord, Mass. Indeed, 1host of the original settlers of Dunstable came either from Boston or its

neighboring towns. This fact shows 5hat they were eminently Puritan in their birth and breeding.
The outlines of the history of the church may be traced through its line of ministers.



Rev. Thomas Weld, the first pastor, was probably ordained in 1685 and continued his ministry
until i7o2 when, as is supposed, he was murdered by the Indians.

Rev. Nathaniel Prentice was settled in i718 and died in office in i737.
Rev. Josiah Swan was settled in 1738 and dismissed in i746.
Rev. Samuel Bird was settled in 746 and dismissed in 751.
Rev. Joseph Kidder was settled in 1767 and dismissed in 796.
Andrew Elliott Thayer, who was ordained in I8O6, was llot minister of the church, bnt supplied

the pulpit for some time before his ordination.

FIRST CONGI/Ir.(;A’I’II)NAI. (’IlIIICII,--MAIN S’I’III;I:’I’.

[Noxv Church of the Free Will ILHtists.

Rev. Ebenezer B. Sperry was settled in ISI 3 and disnlissed in x8z9.
Rev. Handel G. Nott was settled in 1826 and dismissed in I834. Previous to the dismission of

Mr. Nott, he publicly amlounced that he could no longer adniuister the ordinance of baptism to

infants. ’I’his resulted in a division of the church. A very slight majority resented the action of the
society in securing Mr. Nott’s services as "supply" for the vacant pulpit. They withdrew and held
worship in the Greeley building, being recognized as the First Congregational church.

Rev. Jonathan McGee, the first pastor after the division, was settled in January, 835. Iu August
of the sanle year the society conlpleted their nev house of worship at a cost of $IO,OOO. This house
served the society until April 6, I87O, when it was destroyed by fire.
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Rev. Mr. McGee was dismissed in June, 1842. During his pastorate of seven years and five
months there were 260 additions to the church, i25 by profession, and 135 by letter.

Rev. Matthew Hale Smith was settled in September, 1842 and dismissed in June, 1845. During
his pastorate of two years and nine months there were 117 additions to the church, 87 by profession
and 30 by letter.

Rev. Samuel Lamson was settled in April, 1846, and dismissed in April, 1848. During his
pastorate of two years there were 29 additions to the church, ii by profession and 18 by letter.

Rev. Daniel March was settled in January, 1849, and dismissed in anuary, 1855. During his
pastorate of six years there were 133 additions to the church, 82 by profession aiid 51 by letter.

Rev. George B. Jewett was settled in May, 855, and dismissed in August, 1856. During his
short pastorate of one year and three months, 22 were added to the church, five by profession and 17
by letter.

Rev. Charles . Hill was settled in anuary, !857, and dismissed in April, 1864. During his
pastorate of seven years and three months there were 144 additions to the church, lO2 by profession
and 42 by letter.

Rev. Elias C. Hooker was settled in September, 1865, and dismissed in August, 1868. During
his pastorate of two years and eleven months there were 53 additions to the church, 32 by profession
and 21 by letter.

Rev; Frederick Alvord was settled July 6, 1869, and dismissed May, 1883. During his pastorate
of thirteen years and ten months there were 290 additions to the church, 161 by profession and 129 by
letter.

Rev. Cyrus Richardson was settled Aug. 30, 188.3. During his pastorate thus far three hundred
have united with the church, 159 by profession and 14i by letter. The church at the present time
both in membership and in pew rentals is the largest in its history.

After the meeting house which stood on Main street was burned another was immediately erected
on the same site at a cost of about..$45,-ooo. This building was .occupied until the dedication of the
present structure, which occurred .May 17, 1894. This house is built of granite, costing with land
and furnishings $125,ooo; the spacious lot upon whicl it stands being the gft of Mrs. Lucy Spalding.
In strength and beauty as wellN’g’in availability of-room this ..house is thefinest in. the state and has
few superiors in New England.

The following statistics will show that the church has dere!opedin benevolence, as much as in
expenditure on itself. In decades they have been as follows:

From 1845 to I855, $15,2oo 06

1855 to 1865", 19,584 08

" I865 .tQ 1875, II,3I 7 21

1875 to 1885, 9,257 04
I885 to 1895, 32,097 13

Amounting in the last fifty years to $87,455 46
The above sum has been for pure benevolence aside from the expenses incurred in the ordinary

support of the church and society.
On the sixteenth of December, I885, this church observed its two hundredth anniversary, and

many of the former members’return6d to join in the celebration.

PILGRIM CHURCH.

For a clear understanding of the history of the church, it is necessary to go back to the conditions
which led to its establishment. Up to 1819 the Dunstable church had been a town church, supported.
by the town, and, to _an extent, subject to the will of its inhabitants. At this date "church and
state ’’ were separated and the Dunstable church was left without financial organization of any kind,
and with little vitality r enterprise. For seven years they had no stated service. Meantime, the
Nashua village had taken root and begun a vigorous growth. The new comers of the village were
men of enterprise and push, and they at once, began to consider the mater of religious instruction
and organization.
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To this end, upou the twenty-fourth day of June, i826, they met and organized a corporate
company called "The First Congregational Society of Nashua Village," and provided a sum of
$6,ooo, borrowed at interest, to be used for securing a house of worship. The original thought was
to purchase the Old South meeting-house of the Dunstable church and remove it to the village.

At the time of fornfing this society there was no definite plan as to a church organization to
occupy the meeting-house when procured, but, doubtless, there were hopes that the Dunstable church
would consent to do so. The union between the society and the Dunstable church vas consummated
within the first year.

The Rev. Handel G. Nott was settled Nov. 8, i826, as pastor over the church at a salary of $800
a year, and he preached in the Old South meeting-house until the purchase o the meeting-house
built by the Nashua Manufacturing company. It was afterwards known as the Olive Street
meeting-house and was situated on the same site as the present Pilgrim church.

PILGRIM CIIURCII.

Until July, i834 the Dunstable church was greatly blessed; new and strong inen were constantly
coming to the village and joining the church, making it strong in numbers and character. At the
date given above, Mr. Nott announced his change of views on the question of infant baptism. This
raised a storm of indignation and dissatisfaction on the part of many members of the church.

The Christian people of that time had been held to liberal ideas, or at least to liberal action, by
the fact that all opinions had equal rights or tolerance iu a "state church," but when freed, to a
degree, from this binding force, the reaction drove the church members into numerous sects, dividing
on points and opinions which would now be considered of minor importance. A council was called
Oct. 7, I834. Mr. Nott was commended for high Christian character by this council, but he was no
longer recognized as a proper pastor for a Congregational church and he was dismissed from his
pastorate.

After’ his dismissiou the society hired him as a temporary supply until a suitable pastor could be
secured. Upon this action on the part of the society, the officers of the church called a meeting of
the church and voted to secede from the society. The vote was a tie, the chairman voting. At an
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adiourned meeting the measure was passed by a majority of one, and so the church, with its officers
and its records, disconnected itself from the society.

A council, held December ii, I834, decided that the "come-outers" were the church’ On
December 3, 834, a new church was formed and called itself The First Church of Nashua
Village," and was recognized as a Congregationa! church by a council held Oct. 3I, I835. The
articles of faith of the new church were the same as those of the first church of Dunstable, except
that the matter of infant baptism was left to the choice of parents, most of the members favoring the

ordinance.
As first organized this church had one hundred and forty-three members.

At a meeting of the church held January 25, 1836, a call was extended to Rev. Austin Richards
to become its pastor. He was installed April 6, 1836. On February 8, 1846, the name of the
church was changed to The Olive Street church."

On August i, 1846, the ehufeh voted to encourage the formation of. another Congregational
church, and upon the twenty-ninth of August, 1846, Josiah Kittredge and fifty others were dismissed
for the purpose of forming such a church.

March 23, 1862, Rev. G. D. Pike was installed as assistant pastor. Mr. Pike resigned May, .865,
to become a secretary of the American Missionary association. After a pastorate of thirty years Mr
Riehards resigned and .was dismissed Nov. 16, 1867.

December 17, 1867, the Rev. Hiram Mead was installed as pastor. During his pastorate the

parsonage was built. He was dismissed Sept. 22, 1869, to occupy a professorship at Oberlin..

On March 31, 187o, the Rev. James S. Black was ordained and installed over the church, and

resigned June 29, 1874. Dee. 17, 1874, the Rev. S. S. Martyn was installed, and was dismissed

Jan. i, 1876. November, 1876, Rev, J. K. Aldrich Was employed as acting pastor.

At a meeting held in May, 1879, it was voted to appoint a committee to arrange for a union of

the Olive and Pearl Street churches.

The old Olive Street church is proud of two of her sons who" attained to usefulness and
prominence as ministers of the gospel. The late Re. Samuel Spading of New.buryport was a man of

fine scholarship. The Rev. Dr. James Powell gave the" gkeater part of his official life to the

American Missionary Association, and his praise is in a.l the churches.

THE PEARL STREET CHURCH.

We have seen that on August 29, 1846, fifty members withdrew from the Olive Stree church for

the purpose of forming a new church. The organization was ejected Sept. 3, 1846, and called the
"Third Orthodox Congregational church." Services were held in the City hall while a new meeting-
house was being built. Nov. 21, 1847, the new house was dedicated. In January, 1848, it assumed
the name of "The Pearl Street church."

June 24, 1847, the Rev. Leonard Swain was ordained and installed as pastor with a salary of

$i2oo without parsonage. Mr. Swain was dismissed April 5, 1852, at his own request, to occupy a

larger place in Providence, R. I.

August 16, 1853, the Rev. E. E. Adams was installed. I-Ie was dismisged July 16, I857. Feb.

24, 1858, the Rev. Edward H. Greeley was installed, and dismissed May 17, I86O. I-Ie was followed
Dee. 7, 1861, by Rev. B. F. Parsons. On June 18, 1867, Vfr. Parsons was dismissed. On Dee. 3,

a867, the Rev. W. L. Gaylord was installed as pastor, and was dismissed Get. 27, 187o. Dee. 17,

1871 Rev. Chas. Wetherby was installed, and was dismissed March 28, 1879.
For some years the feeling had obtained both in the Olive Street and the Pearl Street churches

that the best interests of the church required a union of the congregations. Tlis union was, after
careful negotiation, happily accomplished, and the new organization assumed the name of the Pilgrim
Church. Rev. George W. Grover was the first pastor. I-Ie was installed in December, 1879, and dis-

missed by Council, at his own request in February, 1894.
The Pearl Street church was sold, the old Olive Street building was taken down, and, on its site

th_e. Pilgrim church was built. It was dedicated March 3o, 1882.
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The chape of the church originally occupied the site of the present fire engine house. It was
remov6d to the site of the present chapel in i87x. The present beautiful and commodious chapel was
dedicated March 16, 1893.

The present pastor, Rev. R. A. Beard, D. D., was installed September 29, 1894.

THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH.

The first Universalist society was formed January 27, 1818. Ther were twenty-eight who
signed the original resolutions looking towards the fornlation of the society. The moving spirit in
this enterprise was Israel Hunt, the father qf General Israel and John M. Hunt. In 1819 the society
was formally Organized in Dunstable, N. H., with forty members and Israel Hunt, Junior, was
chosen as clerk. Rev. Charles Hudson was the first pastor. This original Universalist church
became merged with the Unitarian society. It was not until I833 that the society, as a distinct
organization, was reorganized, and for two years worshipped in the Old South church under-the
pastoral care of Rev. A. P. Cleverly. In 1839 they took possession of their former church on the
west side of Main street, and for six years Rev. L. C. Browne was the pastor. He retired on account
of ill health, but after two years he was re-installed and remained until 1853. During his absence on
account of ill health the pulpit was supplied by Rev. Dr. W. H. Ryder. His successor was Rev. Dr;
Charles H. Fay, I853-i855. The next pastor, Rev. O. D. Miller, 1855-186o; followed by Rev. J. O.
Skinner, i86o-I863. Rev. Thomas L. Gorman’s pastorate I863-I866. Rev. Dr. G. T. Flanders was
pastor for five: years, and he was succeeded by Rev. Dr. S. H. McCollister, who, much to the regret
of his people, was called in i872 to the presidency of Buchtel college. He was followed by Rev. H.
A. Philbrook, whose successor, the Rev. Dr. I-I. B. Smith, although he has resigned his charge, is a
much esteemed citizen of Nashua. The present pastor is Rev. F. A. Gray,

When the union of the Olive Street and Pearl Street Congregational churches took place, the
Pearl Street church was purchased by the Universalist society, and is’ their present house of
worship.

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH.

After much thought, consideration, and planning for months and even years, The First Baptist
Society " in Dunstable, N. I-I., was formed May 3, I819, when twenty-three men adopted and signed
its constitution, the same year that the New Hampshire legislature, under the administration of Gov.
Samuel Bell, passed the "Toleration Act," so called, the most important and far reaching measure
of that session, according to Barst0w’s History of New Hampshire, as it, for the first time, placed all
religious sects in the state upon equal ground and made them dependent upon .the voluntary
contributions of the people f9r their support.

This society sustained occasional preaching in abandoned meeting-houses, in school-houses, and
"in private dwellings as opportunity presented. Under the new law of liberty., the Baptists were
inspired with renewed courage and hope. Still few and weak, ’"The First Baptist Church" was
constituted July io, I822, Of fifteen members, who had previously belonged to neighboring Baptist
churches, six men and nine women, flames Baldwin, the father of the late Hon. Josephus Baldwin,
was the first name on the list, The organization of the church took place in a school-house that
Stood just north of the residence of the late Gen. George Stark.

This church was for ten years without a meeting,house, or means to build one. In this respect,
at least, it was according to the pattern of the New Testament churches which was a source of much
encouragement.

In September of I822, the church united with the "Boston Baptist AssOciation," from which
it received sympathy and some pecuniary aid, Preaching was now enjoyed more frequently than
befol:e; still it was only for-a few Sabbaths in succession until 828. In May of that year, Rev.
Bartlett Pease accepted an invitatio.n to act as stated supply, and remained fourteen months.
Previous to his coming only six had been received by letter and one by baptism. During the
ministry of Mr, Pease to this church, nineteen w.ere received by letter and nine by baptism.

Ja. 26, 183o Rev. Caleb Shute was received by letter from the Second Baptist church of-Boston,
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and was ordained as pastor- elect Feb. 25. During his brief mnist.ry, of less than a year, he received
twenty-seven members into the church, all but one, by baptism.

Still new trials awaited the lttle flock. June 2, x83x, Rev. [ohn E. Weston visited the church,
preached, and administered the ordinances. The members received him .cordially, and gave him
call to be their overseer, which he accepted. He was on his way to the village to preach on the
ensuing Sabbath. He stopped to give his horse some water in Sandy pond, in Wilmington, Mass.,
when the horse lost his footing in consequence of a deep bank near the edge f the pond, and
Weston fell into the water with his carriage, and was drowned.

The neeessity of a meeting-house of their own became every day more .apparent. A lot was
obtained where the present Baptist church now stands, and a plan was procured for a wooden house
that would cost about $4,000, nearly equal to all the property possessed by t.he Baptists in town at
that time. Largely through the energy of Mr. Wilson, the house was built and dedicated Ja.nuary
23, 1833. This was also the date of the ordination of D. D. Pratt to the ministry of the church.

With their new house of worship and with their new pastor, a new era dawned upon the church,
which now numbered lO9 members. Subsequent years showed that Mr. Pratt was the right man in
the right place. As an indication of the favor of God upon his ministryl the church increased during
the first three years of his pastorate from one hundred and nine to three hundred and fifty. It was
during this period -that Prof. David Crosby ioined the church. It was-at this time also that Rev: I-I.
G. Nott, pastor of the Olive Street Congregitional church, becoming dissatisfied with "infant
baptism," was immersed by Mr. Pratt in the Nashua river.

Such was the rapid growth of the church that in 1836 a second church was started under the
pastorate of Rev. 1%. W. Smith, and a house of worship built on the corner o.f West Pearl and
Chestnut streets. In 1838 Rev. Samuel C. Pratt was ordained as the pastor. This new church had a
checkered career of three years, when it was again united to the First Baptist society.

In 1848 the First church reported a membership of five hundred and forty-four, and at this time
it was strong in manly material and in.pecuniary resources.

The church edifice was burned down October 13, 1848, but under Mr. Pratt’s energetic leadership
a new building arose on the same site and was dedicated January, 185o.

During a faithful and ecient ministry of twenty-three years Mr, Pratt welcomed into the church
nine hundred and fifty-seven; by baptism, four hundred and ninety,five, by letter, four hundred and
fifty-five, and seven by restoration. He preached his last sermon from John 8"12, with uncommOn

energy and pathos, March ii, 1855. ’He was soon prostrated with lung fever, succeeded by paralysis,
from which he partially recovered. But in the autumnhe again began to fail, and finally d-led Nov.
13, 1855, aged forty-nine years, a good pastor and a good citizen.

Rev. W. I-I. Eaton, late of Salem, Mass., who was canvassing the state in the interests of the
"New London Lit. and Sci. Institution," was engaged by Mr. Pratt to supply the pulpit during his
illness. This he did with so much acceptance, that the committee asked him to continue the supply,
after Mr. Pratt’s decease, for an indefinite future. In January, I856, the church gave him a call to

become its pastor, which he accepted, and Was regularly installed over the church June..26, 1856.
The first marked work of grace under the ministry of Dr. Eaton, was in 1858, which resulted in

an ingathering of one hundred and twenty persons;the work was carried on without foreign aid.
About forty married persons were baptized, and about thirty family altars established.

Dr. Eaton closed his labors without leaving any stain upon the church or its pulpit in 1869. Dur-
ing his pastorate he welcomed to the fellowship of the church three hundred and sixty-two persons, one

hundred and eighty-nine by baptism, one hundred and fifty,two by letger, sixteen by experie.nce; and

five by restoration. Prof. J. W. Churchill, in his historical address, said of him, "While firm and

unyielding in his personal convictions, he never witheld sympathy and co-opertion from any plan for

the public good Which seemed to him to be for the general welfare."
Dr. W. I-I. Eaton, D. D., died in Nashua, June io, 1896, being survived by his wife, Caroline

Bartlett Eaton.
Affer candidating more or less for about five months, the church extended a call to Rev. I-I. I-I.

Rhees of California to become their pastor, which elicited a favorable reply, .and he commenced his

labors on July i, 187o, and on the fourteenth of the same month he was publicly recognized a-s .the

pastor-of the church.
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Mr. Rhees’ pastorate covered a period of only two and a half years, but they were fruitful in
large additions to the church. He gave the hand of fellowship to one hundred and nineteen persons,
eighty-one by baptism, twenty-nine by letter, eight by experience, and one by restoration. I-Ie closed
his labors with this people Dec. 31, 1872. Since 1878 he has been a missionary in Japan.

In church meeting held March 27, 1873, the church voted to extend a call to Rev. G. W.
Nicholson of Essex, Conn., to become their pastor. I-Ie accepted the invitation and entered upon
the duties of his new position on the first of May following.

There were several seasons of awakening and conversion during Mr. Nicholson’s earnest and
efficient ministry. He showed his faith by his works. He had charge of the church about eight
years. In that time there were added to the church two hundred and fifty-two persons, one hundred
and thirty-six by baptism, seventy-eight by letter, twenty by experience, and eighteen by restoration.

He was succeeded by Rev. J. A. Johnston, of Ludlow, Vt., who entered upon his labors in
connection with this church in June, 1881. As the fruit of his labors of love and works of faith
during the term of his pastorate of over seven years, he received by baptism one hundred and twenty-
nine, by letter, sixty-seven, by experience, nine, by restoration, one; in all two hundred and six. He
resigned Sept. 2, 1888, and in May of the following year he was succeeded by Rev. O. J. White, of
New Jersey. In the five years of his pastorate he received into the church, by baptism, one hundred
and seventy-three by letter, seventy-eight, by experience, nine, by restoration, two; in all two
hundred and sixty-two. His pastorate ended August 31, 1894, and he was succeeded on December
second by the present pastor, Rev. C. L. White, during whose pastorate thus far thirty-nine have
been received into the church.

CROWN HILL BAPTIST CHURCH.

In November of 1883 Rev. J. A. Johnston, pastor, and’several of the members of the First Bap-
tist church of Nashua hired MeQuesten’s hall in Belvidere, and began holding religious meetings on

Sunday afternoons. On Jan. 6, 1.884, the "Belvidere Mission Sunday school" was organized in the
same hall, and was continued there for seven years; Charles D. Whiting, superintendent, succeeded
by William t-I. Lovell.

May, 189o, Captain E. M. Shaw gave a bond for a deed of a tract of land on Allds street, on
which to erect a chapel. W.H. Eaton, D. D., John O. Marshall, W. H. Lovell, C. W. Hopkins and
Charles D. Whiting, all.members of the First Baptist church, acted as trustees, and organized, under
the name of the "Crown Hill Baptist Mission."

In addition to the above donation of land Mr. Shaw agreed to give $5oo towards building a

chapel. This chapel was completed and furnished at an expense of about $33oo.
Dee. 31, 189o, the Baptist eh-apel on Crown Hill was dedicated. The house is 4o feet wide by 52

feet deep, with a tower i2 feet square containing a belfry in vhieh is hung a bell given by the Ladies’
Sewing circle of the First Baptist church. The seating capacity aee0mmodates 30o people. On the
evening of Jan. i2, 1891, the trustees of the mission appointed C. S. Seasholes of Newton Theological
institution to take charge of the work of the mission.

April 23, 1891, his resignation was accepted, and on the eleventh of May following, F. R.
Enslin of Newton acted as missionary, remaining fifteen months. The trustees were now convinced
that for the mission to grow into a church, a constant worker on the ground must be secured. Under
this conviction an invitation was extended to Rev. Thompson A. Howard, who accepted the call, to
become their pastor, and entered upon his work in November, 1892.

With his earnest, judicious work it was soon apparent that the time had come when a church
should be formed.

This organization was effected Sept. 2o, I893, under the name of the "Crown Hill Baptist
Church." Fifty-eight names were enrolled as constituent members, the present number is one
hundred and eight.

Mr. Howard has proved by his work that he is an able leader, enjoying the distinction of being
the first astor. I-Ie is held in high esteem by his people.



HISTORY OF NASHU-A iV. H. 5 7

THE UNITARIAN CHURCH.

In the autumn of 1826 a comparatively small number of persons in sympathy with more liberal
views of the Christian religion than prevailed among the denominations, united themselves into a
society known as the "First Unitarian Congregational Society of Dunstabl.e." For the first year it
hired the church _built by the Nashua Manufacturing company, familiarly known a the Olive Street
church, but they soon obtained a religious home of their own, built in a pretty grove of oaks on the
north side of the river fcing what is now Canal street. This house was finished in the spring of
r827, and, on the twenty-seventh of June of that year, was dedicated, and to the present day has been
occupied by that society.

Its first pastor was Rev. Nathaniel Gage, whose ministrations extended over a period of seven
years. He was succeeded by Rev. Henry ]gmmons, who, being in delicate health, was compelled,
after a ministry of two years, to ask a dismission.

The year :following, 1838, lZev. Samuel Osgood became its pastor, and under his ministrations the
church throve and prospered exceedingly, But, at the end of four years, Mr. Osgood resigned his
pastorate to accept a call to Providence, R. I.

During the next two years the society was without a settled pastor, but toward the close of 1843,
Rev. A. C. L. Arnold was settled but remained only one year. He was succeeded by Rev, S. C. Bul-
finch, a man of saintly character, who remained its pastor for seven years, and finally withdrew, :to the
great sorrow of all. Rev. Martin W, Willis came next, but on the breaking out of the Civil War he
went to the front as chaplain of the Fourth Regiment.

In 1862 Rev. Samuel S. Stuart, a young man fresh from his theological studies, was settled and
remained until 1865.

Rev. Minot G. Gage, a son of the first minister, followed, and occupied the pulpit to the satisfac-
tion of all, until 1869, when-failing health necessitated his withdrawal from the ministry altogether.
Rev. Clarence Fowler was the next pastor, but he resigned after a pastorate of only two years, to be
succeeded, the following year, 1873, by Rev. Thomas L. Gorman, a former clergyman of the Univer-
salist faith. After a service of five years, Mr. Gorman gave place of Rev. Henry C-. Parker, who re-
mained until 1888, nearly ten years. He resigned to accept a call to a larger field, and was succeeded
by Rev. Cary F. Abbott, who remained a little less than three years. He was succeeded by Rev.
Enoch Powell, who was settled early in 1892 and is the present pastor.

THE-METHODIST CHURCH.

Methodism came to this country in 176o was brought to New.. England some ’thirty-eight years
later, but did not appear in this community in organized form Until 1831.

Sometime in the fall or early winter of I83I Rev. Samuel NOrris, a Methodist preacher, came to
Dunstable, and twice on the same day preached the gospel of Methodism.

In August, 1832, the N. I-I. Conference met at Lyndon, Vermont, Bishop Roberts presiding. A
request from this little band for preacher was granted, and Dunstable became a regular appointment
as a part of Amoskeag circuit. James G. Smith was put in charge of this circuit, with William E.
Locke as his colleague. Besides Dunstable, the preaching places were Amoskeag and Amherst.
They found at this station a society with about forty members The meetings were held in a school
house on the Indian Head corporation.

The first chnrch was built in 1833 and dedicated Nov. 12, at the junction of Orange and Lowell
streets. After some reverses, the church rallied under the pastorate of Rev. William D. Cass, in 1835.

In 1838. the Rev. [ared Perkins was pastor and the membership was two hundred and fifty. He
was one of the most popular men of his time both in church and state. He was elected to congress
and performed honorable service. He died in.I854, when pastor of the Chestnut Street church.

In 1843 Lorenzo D. Barrows became pastor. At this time the town Of Nashua had been divided,
and that portion north of the river became the town of Nashville, and so remained for about ten years,
and when re-united beCane the city of Nashua. In ApriI of this year certain members of the church
living on the south side of the river organized a Second Methodist society, securing the church ov
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Chestnut street, formerly occupied by the Baptists, and started under very flattering auspices, but it
greatly weakened the First church, and made it a year of trial. Mr. Barrows returned the second
year, but soon failed in hearth, and in the middle of the year was compelled to leave and seek a differ-
ent climate. J.G. Smith, the first pastor, filled out the Conference year, and about the time of Con-
ference, May, 845 another secession took place, in wlich Ezra Drowne, one of the leadiug members
and original ones, and B. L. Jones, donor of the church lot, were leading spirits. Disaffection was
the cause and the slavery question was also involved in it. A Wesleyan Methodist society was formed

and services were held in the old Free Will
Baptist church, opposite the freight depot and
close to the Lowell Street church. This Wes-
leyan church existed only two years.

James Pike was appointed to Nashville in
845. He was a man of great administrative
ability which he showed not only in guiding
the church with wisdom in its time of trouble,
but also as a member of congress, as colonel ot
the Sixteenth Regiment, N. H. Volunteers,
during the war and for many years as a presid-
ing elder.

In the next pastorate, that of Rev. Henry
Drew, the society on Chestnut street disbanded
and the members returned to their old home,
bnt in i85o a society was again started on

Chestnut street, which did good service to the
community until, in i88, it uuited with the
Main Street church.

The church on Lowell street became too
small for the growing society and under the
able ministrations of Ebeiezer A. Smith, the
first pastor, who, nuder the uew rule, was able
to serve the church three years, steps were

taken to secure a new and more commodious
hou.se of wclrship, now known as as the Main

Street Methodist church. The corner stone

was laid with impressive ceremonies, in which
the Masonic order participated, June 3, 867,
and the chrch was dedicated July ee, x868,
under the pastorate of Rev. George Bowler.
For a short time before entering the new build-

ing, worship had been conducted in the City
Hall.

This first year in the history of the society
under its new name, and in the new house, was
one ot remarkable prosperity. The pastor, who,
as a pulpit orator, had few peers, was exceed-

TUE II’;TUODST CItr1CH.
ingly popular, and the large church was crowd-

ed at each service. But the year closed in

gloom. March 26, 869, Mr. Bowler was called from earth to heaven. For some days he had been

confined to his house by illuess, but he was not thought to be seriously sick until the day before he

died. His death was a stunning blow to the society. On Easter Sunday, in the house where multi-

tudes had hung upon his eloquent words, and from whose pulpit shortly before, his last sermon was

preached from the words, There is ]oy in heaven over oae sinner that re.penteth," his funeral was

atteuded by an immense concourse of people.
The next pastor was Agelo Canoll, who came from tte New England con[erence and remained
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two years, He preached to large congregations, and his labors were blessed in the conversion of
souls.

In April, 1871, Varnum A. Cooper was transferred from the Providence .conference and stationed
at the Main Street church, Nashua. He remained three years. Though he did excellent work in
other directions, whose fruit remains, he will be chiefly remembered for his successful attempt to
extinguish the church debt. He is now the superintendent of the :’ Home for Little Wanderers"’ in
the city of Boston.-

In 1874, Rev. Charles Shelling, from the California conference was appointed pastor, remainin g
two years. The next pastor was Rev. Charles E. Hall, who served three years. His successor, ReQ
J. R. Day, after two years’ ministry, went to Grace church in Boston. He was followed.by Rev. Dk.
B. P. Raymond, during whose term of office, Chestnut Street church, after a continuance existence
thirty-one years, was reunited with the original family in the Main Street church.

Dr. Raymond having been called to the presidency of Lawrence university at Appleton, Wis., s
unexpired term. Was filled by Rev. P. M. Frost, from Vermont.

Rev. James Henry Haines was minister from 1885 to 1888 and Dr. . Z. Armstrong from 1888 to

1891. His pastorate was followed by that of Rev, C. W. Rowley, whose acceptability to the
congregation was manifested by his being invited to remain during the longer term of office now
allowed in the Methodist church.

Rev. C. W. Rowley was called to the Methodist church in Manchester this present year, 1896,
and was succeeded here by Rev. J. M. Durrell who is the present pastor.

The present membership of the church is over seven hundred. We give the appointments to the
Methodist Episcopal churches in Nashua, since their formation.

A,PPOINTMENTS, I832-i896.

James G. Smith, I832-1833,
A. P. Brigham, 1834.
W. D. Cass, 1835.
W. H. Hatch, 1836-1837
Jared Perkins, 1838-1839-
S Kelley, 184o.
J. W. Mowry, 1841-1842.
L. D. Barrows, 1843-1844.
C. C. Burr, 1844.
James Pike, 1845-1846.
Jacob Boyce, 1845-1846.
Thomas Rood, 1847. (Nashua).
Henry Drew, 1847-1848. (Nashville).

LOWELL STREET.

D. M. Rogers, 1849.
Elijah Mason, !.850-I85I. (Nashville).
John McLaughlin, 1851-1852. (Nashua).
Lewis Howard, I853-I854. ’":.Nashua).
Franklin Thurber, 1854. (Nashville).
Elihu Scott, 1855.
Dudley P. Leavitt, 1856-i857.
Henry Hill, 1858-
Charles R. Harding, i859-i’86o.
Lewis Howard, I86i.
Charles Young i862Zi8_63.
G. W. H Clark, I86421865.
E. A. Smith, t865-i867.

George Bowler, i868.
Angelo Canoll, I869-i87o.
V. A. Cooper, .i87i-i873.
Charles Shelling, 1874-1875.
C. E. Hall, 1876-1878.
J. R. Day, 1879-188o.

MAIN STREET,

_.]3, p, Raymond, 1881=1883.
P:. M. Frost, 188g,_
J, H. Haines, 1885-1887,
J. Z. Armstrong; i888-I89O
C. Vr Rowley 89i-I895
J. M. Durrell, x896.

Jared Sparks, I854".
George S. Dearborn, i855-I856.
H. H. I-Iartwell,. 1857-1858.
,Bullivan Holman, 1859-186o.
Linville J. Hall, i86i-i862.
W. H. Jones, 1863"1864.
Robert S. Stubbs, 1865-1866,

CHESTNUT STREET.

Elijah R. Wilkins, 1867-1869.
Daniel C. Babcock, 187o.
Truman Carter, i87i-i872.
Hiram C. Kelsey, 1873-1874.
L. P. Cushman, i875-1877.
O. H. Jasper, i878-I88O.
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FREE BAPTIST CHURCH.

In the present year the Free Baptists of the city have begun to hold services in the building
recently occupied by the First Congregational church on Main street, and a pastor, Rev. Charles S.
Perkins, has been installed. This church is but at its beginning and has not had time to make any
history for itself.

The First Free Will Baptist church was organized November, 1838 and was under the pastoral
care of Elder Silas Curtis, to Septetnber, z839. He was succeeded by Elder Tllomas M. Preble, who
was dismissed in September, I84I. I11 December of the same year, Elder Beniamin Phelon was chosen
pastor. He was dismissed in December, 1842. In 1843 the church numbered forty members; the
Sunday school fifty-six members, and the library contained one hundred and fifty volumes.

They erected a church in 1844 opposite the freight depot and near the Lowell Street church, at a
cost of $6oo.

THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

Fifty years ago, in the spring of 1845 a few Churchmen petitioned Bishop Carlton Chase, the
first bishop of New Hampshire, to send a clergyman to Nashua. This resulted in the immediate
appointment of the Rev. Milton Ward. For a period of twelve years services were held at intervals

TIIE I’IIOTESTANT EPISCOPAl. CIIUIICII.

in private houses and in the Town hall. Of all the clergy who officiated’ during those early years
the only one now living is the much loved and venerated principal of St. Paul’s School, Concord, the
Rev. H. A. Coit, D. D.

In April, 1857, the Rev. J. G. Hubbard, rector of Grace church, Manchester, called a meeting
in Nashua, to consider the organization of a parish. This resulted in the formation of the parish of
St. Luke’s church, with the following officers :--Wardens, Chas. Cuuningham and David A. Warner;
vestrymen, T. H. Gibby, I. C. Bradbury, Hugh McKean, J. A. Devereaux; clerk, J. P. S.
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Otterson; treasurer, T. It. Gibby. The Rev. Edward P. Wright of New Jersey was chosen first
rector.

May 27, 1857 Bishop Chase writes" "In the work undertaken in Nashua we have been much
blessed and encouraged. The Lord be praised for thus selecting another city of refuge for offending
men. Our friends there have acted with noble liberality, the like of which I scarcely remember."
An excellent hall was engaged by the vestry, until, by God’s blessing, the parish might be able to
erect a church.

May 27, 1857 the parish was received into union with the Convention, and, on October ii of the
same year, was visited by Bishop Chase, who confirmed thirteen persons.

During the eleven years that followed, St. Luke’s church was erected at the junction of Pearl
and Temple streets. For a time large congregations attended, but the poor construction of the
church and its remote situation, rendered it permanently valueless. This added to the short rector-
ships of excellent clergy and two unworthy ones in succession having obtained the position, and the
quarrelsome spirit of certain members of the congregation, led to St. Luke’s church going out in
darkness. In October, 1868, Bishop Chase closed the church, and refused to send another clergyman.
For two and a half years no services of the church were held in Nashua. In the meantime Bishop
Chase died.

On the twenty-first of September, 187o, the’noble minded, zealous; and earnest William Woodruff
Niles; the present bishop of the Diocese, was consecrated as his successor. Nashua had, too, become
an important commercial centre. Under much discouragement, with strong faith, the new bishop set
about reorganizing the church.

He first declared the old parish of St. Luke’s extinct. He then organized a new mission, under
the name of the Churdh of the Good Shepherd. A:hall was engaged, on the corner .of Main and
Factory streets, where Beasom block now stands. The Rev. Jas. B. Goodrich, a former pupil of the
bishop, in whom 11 had perfect confidence, was put in charge. The bishop provided the entire salary
of $1,5oo, raising it outside of the parish. Mr. Goodrich completed a rectorship of four years, during
which time he won all hearts by his genial, sunny disposition and Christian zeal, at the close of which
time ill health compelled him to resign.

The outlook for the parish was, however, still dark. The faithful had to climb two flights of
stairs to attend service. Numbers were few and the prospect of obtaining a church seemed still
distant.

In July, i875 the Rev. Jacob LeRdy was appointed to the mission. For ten years, he labored
with heroic zeal and faithfulness. In i878 Mrs. Lucia A. Rand, of Middletown, Conn., in memory
of a beloved and sainted da.-ughter, built the present stone structure, the Church of the Good
Shepherd.

The bishop and Mr. LeRoy secured $6,5oo with which to pay for the land; and, on N.ov. 2i, i878
the beautiful little church was consecrated and forever set.apart for the worship of Almighty God.

On Sept. 26, 1883, the Church of the-Good Shepherd, having been organized as a parish, was
admitted into union with the Convention of the Diocese.

July I5, I885, the Rev. William Hall Moreland succeeded Mr. LeP,io)r as rector, in-I888 the parish
for the first time became self-supporting atd has continued so ever since: This great advance was
largely due to the loving zeal of Mr. Moreland, aided by thegenerous liberaliW of mid layman.

Dec. 27, I89O a comfortable parish house, with rector’s room, parlor and kit.the_n, built by the
efforts of the parishioners, was opened.

July 3, I_893, the Rev. William Hall Moreland., after eight years of faithful andsu+essful service,
resigned the rectorship, and on July 6, 1893, the Rev. Charles Bancroft, was elected and entered

upon his duties.
Dr. Bancroft resigned his charge in April, 1895 and in due time the Rev. James Goodwin of

Hartford, Conn., was called to succeed him.

THE CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.

Forty years ago, in 1855, so far as the native American population was doneerned, Nashua was a

larger city than it is to-day, for the foreign.population at that time was about four hundred, and the
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total population was 11,ooo. This Roman Catholic population was then composed, almost without
exception, of Irishmen, who had been attracted to the locality by the building o5 the Wilton
railroad, together with their wives and children. In N6vember of 1855, the Rev. John O’Donnell
came to take spiritual oversight of this small company, and worship was commenced in Franklin hall.
Meanwhile, a great influx o5 Irish people was taking place, and the building o5 what was then the
finest ecclesiastical edifice in the city was pushed with such energy that it was _consecrated-if--i857
At the time of the consecration two thousand communicants were added to the roll of the church.

There was more or less preiudice on the ’part of the Nev England community against the creed
and the nationality o5 the young priest, but Father O’Donnell, by the geniality of his character, his
ready wit, and his frank manliness, won his way into the esteem and confidence o5 his fellow-citizens.
He served for many years on the school board and his monument is not only the church that he built,
but also the school-house Which has been named in his honor.

The church was only a few years old when the Irish immigrants began to diminish, and the
influx ot the French Canadian population began, in 1855 the populatior/of Nashua was 1 .,ooo and
of that number four hundred were foreigners. In 1873 the population was 12,ooo and of this number.
5,ooo were of foreign birth or of oreign parentage. It is not the province of this chapter of the
history to enter into any discussion of the causes of the shrinkage o5 about i,ooo in the native
American population. Of the 5,ooo Catholics o5 1873, 5,000 were Irish and 3,000 Canadian Fre_nch.

It very ,soon became apparent that another church was needed, and that the new church should
be for the French speaking people. When St. Aloysius was built the Church of the Immaculate
Conception, or Father O’Donnell’s church as it was morefamiliarly known, became again what it
had been at first, the church o.f the Irish population, who belonged to the Roman communion.

There was, and there is at the present date, a sufficiently large English speaking population of
this faith to make this church enioy continued prosperity. In Father Buckle, the present incumbent,
Father O’Donnell has an able successor.

It is no disparagement to then other clergymen of this faith, who have been or are now in office in
our city, to say that Father O’Donnell, by the geniality of his manner, his public spirit and energy,
his kind-heartedness, and above all by his interest in, and his loyalty to our public school system,
has won a unique place of. honor and esteem in this city.

ST. ALOYSIUS CHURCH.

In the year 1871 the number of Canadians, attracted here from the French Province of Quebec,
had so increased that, counting themselves and measuring their strength and worldly means, they,
after a series of meetings, resolved o organize a new congregation. The first of the meetings was
held in March, 1871, and after consulting with the Very Rev. Ft. J. O’Donnell, V. G., then pastor of
the church of the Immaculate Conception, a petition was presented to the :Rt. Rev. Bishop Bacon of
Portland, whose jurisdiction then included this state. The delegates returned with the confidence
that their prayer would be heard.

The. lamented Very Rev. Ft. O’Donnell accepted the presidency of the temporary organization
and, until success was achieved, he acted as its advisor.

The eighteenth of June Bishop Bacon, having obtained the services of Rev. Fr, Girard, who had
resigned his Chair of Rhetoric in the College of St. Hyacinthe, P. Q., sent him as pastor in this new
field of labor and the separation of the St. Aloysius congregation from that of the old Immaculate
Conception, was definitely announced June 25.

The old Episcopal church, then standing at the junction of Temple and Pearl streets, was rented
and used till November, I872.

Father Girard’s feeble health, together with his desire to return to his professorship, caused his
resignation. He was succeeded by the pres’ent able and popular priest, Father Milette, who had at
once to undertake the great work Of building St. Aloysius. His success reflects equal credit upon
himself and upon his congregation.

In April, I872, the lot on Hol!is street, previously purchased by Father Girard, was partially
paid for and the old buildings were partially demolished.
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The corner stone was laid by Bishop Bacon in presence of the French and Irish societies and an
immense concourse of people: In November,of the same year the old Episcopal church’was aban,

doned and the basement of the new church, then partially finished, was occupied till the dedication of
the ehu.rch proper, on Trinity Sunday, June 8, 1873.

A census taken in 1872 gave 220o souls.
The cemetery on Hollis street Was purchased in December, I88O, and over 17oo are now resting

there, and over 800 in Hudson cemetery.
In June, 1883, the debts contracted previously were about paid and the convent en Chestnut street

was built by Smith & Lakeman, I-I. A; Holt doing the carpenter’s work, and 500 children entered it
in November. The teachers are the Sisters of the Holy Cross.

In October, 1875 the Goodwin place on Chestnut street was purchased, the house enlarged and
fitted up as a parsonage, and the old house occupied as such on H.ollis street was demolished.

June 12, 1885, a bell of 2500 pounds was put in position and the first "Angelus" was rung the
next day.

The parish kept increasing with the demands for labor, and the census for 1883 gave 604 families
a-nd. 3368 souls.

The.parish outgrew the ability of one man to care for it, and, since hisreturn from Europe,
Father Milette has always had one or more assistants.

On June 21, 1885, the Bishop of Manchester divided St. Aloysius parish and the new ehurch.-.of
St. Francis Xavier was formed. After the division St. Aloysius has 487 families or 2705 individuals.

The boys’ school was built in 1889, and in the same year this parish was declared a permaneht
rectorship, and Father Milette was appointed as its first permanent rector.

The last census, that of 1893, gave this church 994 families and 562I souls.
In September, 1894, the last cent of the debt was paid.

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CUURCH.

St. Francis Xavier parish came i-nto existence in 1885 as the result of a division of Rev. J. B. II.
V. Milette’s parish. The north side of the Nashua river was portioned off as its territorial limits.
Scanty were its chances of success; the population was willing and generous, but poor and small.
Mass was had forthe first six months in McQuesten’s hall. Nothing could this parish claim as its
own, no land, no church, no parsonage. But generous hearts provided a site for the new church.
This congregation will ever gratefully remember the names of Agent Cadwell and Treasurer Amory
of the Jackson corporation for the munificent donation of land. The fifth of November of the same
year sa.w the congregation gathered ,under the lowly roof of the present basement, which was blessed
by R-t.. Rev. Bishop Bradley’in January, 1886. The scattered elements were gradually brought
together and soon after developed into a fair sized congregation.

The purchase of L. P. Duncklee’s property enabled the parish to have its schools and parochial
residence. The St. Stanislaus convent was soon built, and the nuns of the Holy Cross began their
fruitfhl teaching. The parsonage has this last year assumed larger proportions and enhances the plot
on which it rests.

A cemetery lot was als0 purchased of Mr. Cornelius Sullivan on the old I-Iollis road, which in
time will become the pride of the city.

Sunday; July 18, 1896, this parish laid th,e corner stone of a new church edifice near the old edi-
fice on Chandler, street. The old edifice to be used in the future for other purposes. The ceremonies
attending the laying of the stone were very elaborate and impressive, and were conducted by the Rt.
Rev._Dennis Bradley, D. D., bishop of the house of Manchester, assisted by sixteen attending priests.
At two o’clock in the afternoon the bishop w.as received at the Nashua railroad unction by all the
French. and Irish Catholic associations ...’m the city, nd the procession moved immediately to
Chandler street in the following orde "7-



Platoon of fourteen policemen under Deputy 2Varshal Wheeler.
Chief VIarshal of the Day, D. N. Cardier and mounte.d aids, A. R. S. Sylvestr,

Dr. H. Laviriere, T O. Savelle, O. O. Dichaut, W. . Keeley and John Field.
VIontcalm band., seventeen pieces, A. Lajoie, leader..
F. Gaffney and aids, G. ]3urque, F. Cate and A. ]3urque, mounted.
Laf.ayette Guards, twenty-four, Leon Girouard, captain.
Six representatives from Sacred Heart commissary department, Nathan Sul-

livan, P. VlcLaughlin, J. Clifford, ]3. Kilpatrick, M. Delaney and D.. Clark.
Sacred Heart Cadets, Capt. T. F. Tierney.
Granite State Drum corps, eight pieces.
St. Jean ]3aptists union, under A. C. ]3lain; aids, N. P. ]3ouley, E. H. Gen

dron, T. Aprile, A. Cardin.
Second Regiment band., twenty-four pieces, M.J. Devine, leader.
Ancient Order Hibernians, two divisions, under P. J. VIurphy; first division;

Patrick Lonergan, second division.
League of Sacred he.art, under Paul Belevance aid, Joseph Durelle.
Circle Montcalm.
Carriage containing BishOp Bradley and others.

The procession marched from the station to Temple, Amory, Bridge, Canal to Chandler street.
There were about 900 people in the procession.

When the procession reached Chandler street the companies executed the order open rank."
The mounted aids then all formed together and with the Second Regiment band in the lead escorted
the bishop, priests and the other occupants of carriages between the uncovered ranks. The priests all
repaired to Father Lessard’s house, where they donned the garb of their calling.

At 3.15 the bishop and his suite of priests were escorted by the cadets from the parishhous to
the platform erected at the southwest corner of the chu-rch. The Rossini choir of Lowell, composed
of twenty-five ’members under the leaddrship of P. H. David, Jr. opened the exercises by singing an
anthem.

’The anthem was followed by an address given by the Rev. Fr. Slyoia Corbeil of St. Therese col-
lege, P. Q., and Rev. Fr. Francis Burke of Pepperell, Mass. Immediately following the addresses
o6curred the ceremony of laying the stone; the service, in Latin, being read by the bishop.

The stone was marked on three sides. On the front read, St. Francis Xavier, 1896 Rt. Rev.
D. M Bradley, bishop Rev. Henri A. Lessard, rector." On the north side, "Chickering & O’Con-
nell, architects," and on the south side, "Guernsey & Dubuc, contractors."

A box containing the United States coins of this year’s coinage, records of the parish, and the
local newspapers of the day were placed under the stone. The church is to be of marble, and will be
the first church edifice of that material in the state, Its erection marks a period of great prosperity
for the French residents of Nashua, and it will stand as a lasting monument to the zeal and persever-
ence of Rev. Fr. Henri A. Lessard, to whose efforts its existence will be due.

YOUNG MEN’S CHIISTIAN AssoCIATION.
The Young Menu’s Christia association has been actively engaged in its specific worl as an arm

to the church. In 1867 it was first formed in this city. At that time, however, the associations
throughout Nbrth America had not deve.10ped their work. as they have in the last decade. The work
carried on was for the most part evangelical only, and gospel meetings were held each evening in the
week. Both sexes were actively employed in carrying on its work, :but the direct idea of ,working for
young men by young men was at that time crude. We find E. O. Blunt, B. A. Pearson, George
]. Wheat, A. . Tuck and C. R. McQuesten were among the foremost workers in the old association,
Many others were also connected more or less actively with the oganization.

In the year 1887 several_ young men had become interested in association work when in other
States, and H. E. Kendall and D. V. P. Pratt interested themselves sufficiently to re-organize,
and a meeting was called to find:out what could be accomplished Aug. 3I, I887. The following parties
met in the Union block to organize temporarily, viz :=-I-terbert E. Kendall, D. V. P. Pratt C. A.
Goldthwait, Mark Flather, Fred E. Peckham, Jerrie Wh.e.eler, C D. Whiting, Alonzo Gould and
Chas. M. Foote. Mark Flather was chosen temporary chairman a’nd I-I. E. Kendall, secretary. On
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Sept. 9, 1887, Horace W. Gilman was chosen president, Albert Shedd, secretary, and George E.
Wheat, treasurer. Robert F. True was first general secretary.

The association became nicely established upon modern association principles under Mr. True,
but owing to a throat tr0uble he was obliged to resign after about one year and a third of most
excellent service. His successor was Robert W. Matthews of Boston, who came in January,
1889. Thi was Mr. Matthew.’s first field of asociation labor as secretary, but he proved to be the
right man in the right place and won hosts of. friends for the ssociation and himself during his four
years of active service for the young men of the city.

The association became an’incorporated body under the state legislature of 1891, the f.ollowing
being the board of directors at that time" Virgil C. Gilman, George E. Wheat, A. R. Shepherdson,
Calvin W. Greenwood, Gilman C. Shattuck, Lester F. Thurber, Charles A. Goldthwait, Alfred W.
Heald, Elijah M. Shaw, C. O. Collins, Andrew J. Tuck, arry R, Wheeler Lyman D. Cook, Charles
R. Pease,-Mark Flather, F. E. Peckham, Charles W. Morrill, James M. McFadden, Andrew Kelley
and E. W. Pearson.

Lester F. Thurber was chosen president in 1889, and was succeeded by Gilman C. Shattuck
in October, 189o, who has served the association as a most worthy official since election.

In May, 1889, a Ladies’ auxiliary was organized, with Mrs. L. A. Hall as its first president.
Hall made a valuable organizer and president for two years, and was succeeded by Mrs. J. H. Reed
in May, 1891. Mrs. Reed proved a hard and successful worker, and was succeeded by Mrs. A. K.
Woodbury in 1892, who served as president of the auxiliary for t-brae years, with" marked success.
Mrs. C W. Greenwood was chosen prdsident in May, 1895.

Mr. Matthews resigned in February, I893, and F. H. Merrill, at that time Mr. Matthews’
assistant, remained till the calling of the present secretary, D. N. Bartlett.

In 1893 Miss Mary P. Nutt made the association her residuary legatee, and at the time of Miss
Nutt’s deceasd, which occurred in April of 1893, it was thought by the executors of Miss Nutt’s will
that the amount eventually falling to the association would reach nearly $5o,0oo. Owing to financial
disturbances the association still awaits the settlement of the estate to learn the amount of its gif.t,
but the asgociation has surely won its way into the hearts of the citizens to the extent of their
bestowing large favors upon it annually for Sups)oft, and it is safe to say that within a few years the
Association will have a delightful home of its own. Since its re-organizatiofi in 1887, it has occupied
rooms at No. 69 Main street. The present membership is over five hundred, including sustaining,
active, associate, Junior members and members of. the Ladies’ auxiliary. A well equipped
gymnasium is occupied by them, and the spiritual, mental and physical portions of. the association
Work are carried on in our city in the best possible manner the limited circumstances being taken
into consideration.

SALVATION. ARMY.

A few years ago there was an attempt made by Commander Moore to have a Salvation Army in
America under his own leadership. It did not prosper, but during its life time meeting.s were held
under its auspices in Nashua.

It was not until January, 1892, that the Salvation Army, under the leadership of Commander
Ballington Booth began its work here. .Quite a number of converts have been added to its ranks, but
many of them have removed to other places. The present’ membership of. the army is sixteen.

Its discipline is strict. Total abstinence is demanded and enforced. It i’s virtually an anti-
tobacco society, and indulgence in worldly amusements is strictly forbidden.

Since the coming of the Salvation Army to Nashua, the headquarters have been the hall at 12

Elm street and 72 West Pearl street.

Modern spiritualism in Nashua made its appearance about 1852. A few people gave credence to
the accounts of. marvelous manifestations by the FoX sisters and ’others in New York State and
elsewhere, having a supposed spirit oigin, and circles were formed for investigation. These continued
for three or four years, when an organization was formed for the presentation and discussion of the
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question. Meetings were held in 856-7 in the Free Will Baptist church on Railroad square, now
Stearns’ grain store, after that denomination had vacated it. These meetings were discontinued in

858 from a lack of financial support. During tleir continuance no settled speaker was engaged, but
a number of men and women of considerable note appeared upon its platform in advocacy of the
doctrine o5 spirit presence and intercourse, and the genuineness of some o5 the maniSestations. The
best known o5 these, perhaps, was William Lloyd Garrison, who occupied the platform on-Siiday
in advocacy o5 this aith. Some of the meetings were quite well attended, and no special opposition
or mahiestation o5 bigotry was shown in regard to them. After this no consecutive meetings were
held for a number o5 years. Along in the seventies the small hall on the second floor of Telegraph
block was used for similar meetings. The organization then took the name of The First Christian
Spiritualist society of Nashua. A little later Historical hall, on the third floor of the same block,
was used, and meetings were held for three or four years there, when anoth6r discontinuance took
place. Later still, meetings were held in Beasom hall 5or a year or two, but were given up in 88o.
Since then meetings have been held, but not regularly for over six months at a time. The historical
fact seems to be that.since the advent of-modern spirituali.sm, private interest has been Shown, and
seances more or less public or private have been held at amily residences or generally in small halls
for investigation and the satisfaction wh{ch the manifestations have brought to many minds.

The opinion has gained prevalence that the subiect is more a science than an ecclesiastical
matter, and hardly a pro-per one to be confined within denominational limifs. There are no special
signs that a new departure from the p_resent situation is likely to be made, but from the writer’s
knowledge o5 the undercurrent, it "is quite possible that a more concentrated-effort may be mad6 at
any time for the presdntation o5 spiritualism to the public, and for investigation upon the lines o5
psychic and spiritualistic phenomena.

Nashua is not over-burdened with churches, .and all of them, Protestant and Catholic, are
well attended.

In this chapter no reerence has-been made to Sunday--schools, Young People’s Societies of
Christian Endeavor, Epworth League and other guilds and societies for the promotion of the
Christian liSe, and for the accomplisKiig of good works, b6cause the editor of this chapter is of the
opinion that if these subiects are to find a place ’in the history of the city they ought to have a place
and a chapter to themselves.

The average number of clergymen resident in this city and in active srvice is fourteen, and the
aggregate value of fhe church property is about seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars.




