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DAVID CROSBY.
Prof. David Crosby was born at Hebron in 18o8, died at

Nashua, Feb. 26, I88. His father was a well-to-do farm-

er who believed that a common school edneation wouht

answer all the needs of his children. When, therefore,
the subject of this sketch had graduated at the academy
in his native place, and expressed a desire to pursue his

studies elsewhere, he was informed by his stern parent
that he couht not hope for pecuniary aid from him. To
most young men

similarly situated
the lukewarmness
of a parent and the

with-holding of
means necessary to

aceomplishin g so

laudable an under-
taking would have
proven an insup-
erable obstacle to
success. Not so

with David Cros-
by. Opposition
and discourage-
ment but nerved
him to accomplish
his resolve. He
therefore started
out with a fixed

purpose to make
the most of every
opportunity that
promised to lead
to the end his am-
bition sought. In
fact, he labored
diligently at what-
ever his hands
found to do; col-

lected money for
a denominational
fund canvassed as

a book agent;
taught district and
private schools,
and in these and
other employment
earned the money
necessary to pay
his expenses while
pursuing his stud-
ies at Kimball
Union academy:
After graduatingat the last named institution he was

compelled to face hard struggle to sustain himself. He
taught school at Newport and other places, practiced self-
denial and economy, and finally, in 833 was graduated
with high honors in the class with Edward Spalding of

Nashua, Asa Fowler of Concord, Samuel Sawyer, after-
wards judge of the supreme court of Missouri and member
of congress, John Lord, and others who became distin-
guished in the professions.
Professor Crosby intended to settle at Newport, but, on

receiving an invitation from a college friend to take

DAVID CROSBY.

charge of a school in Nashua, changed his plans, and, in

I834 came here and engaged in teaching a private school,
and at the same time, restoring discipline among young
people who had become notoriously unruly. He remained
here about six months and then accepted place in the
faculty of the New Hampton institution. He had, how-
ever, become greatly attached to Nashua and her people.
Moreover he had a feeling that southern New Hampshire
offered a legitimate field of labor, and therefore he
returned here and, in I836 became principal of high

school. In 84o
Professor C s b y
founded, and
caused to be in-
corporated, the
Nashua Literary
iustitutiou, a sem-

inary of learning,
located on Park

street, which
flourished nearly
forty years and of

which he was the
honored head and

principal until, by
reason of failing
health an-d the

infirnfities of age,
he was, in 88o,
compelled to dis-

continue it. tt
could not, how-
ever, content him-
self in idleness aft-
er more than fifty
years of active life,
anti so, although
unable to see, he
instructed classes
at his home on

Church street,
making from

memory the most

nlinute and care-

fule p nations

with clear and log-
ical analysis and
summing up. He
followed this work
till five or six

weeks before his

death, or till too

feeble to longer
continue. It may

thus be said that he died in harness, inthe work of a pro-
fession he had honored.

Professor Crosby started out in life as Congregationalist,
but, in 1835, his views became changed with regard to

baptism, and he thereupon united with the Baptist church,
in which he was a consistent and influential member to

A pupil of the school has suid of him: have distinct impression of

Professor Crosby hc stood thc platform und addressed us; erect,
resotute iu aspect, the pose of Iris heard, shtpe nf his mouth, ti:tsh of his

eye and ring of his voice all indicatcd firmness ol purpose and promptness
ii: action."
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the close of his life. In all matters pertaining to public
morals he was a Puritan of Puritans. He being a student
of books, he had little no sympathy with the emotional
masses of the people. What men and women were think-
ing and doing, what new craze they were chasing, was

but a small part of his knowledge. Whenever he dis-
covered any departure from the rigid rules of the
forefathers he inveighed against the offenders, and, with
the courage of conviction, expressed his views iu the
public print and in public assemMies. His attitude,
however, seldmu provoked controversy. The people
recognized his honesty, and, although having their own

way, (dancing iu halls of learning, traveling on Sunday,
railroad trains, etc.,) respected him accordingly. It was
because of these unalterable principles, because he lived
above the madding crowd," and could not, and wouht
not, bend to public opinion, that he was not advanced as
a lawmaker or selected by his fellow citizens as a

municipal officer. The only record of public service that
can be found indicates that he represented Ward I"ourin
the board of aldermen in i862 and 863.

Professor Crosby early espoused the anti-slavery cause,
and in this, as in all the concerns of life, he acted upon a

sense of conviction, as he knew no such word as expedient,
and was not moved by impulse. It was his nice sense of
fair and impartial justice that moved him, and by his mode
of reasoning by the higher law that caused him to be
pronounced and outspoken. Faint-heartednessin a great
cause, the cause of God and humanity, was not one of his
characteristics. He spoke his miud freely, with due
respect to the convictions of others, and yet with earnest

emphasis that left no shade of doubt concerning his
attitude to the main question. It is remembered of him
that all his impulses were for the freedom of the slave
that at the very door of the house where lie lived and died
he had assured the flying bondmau of his sympathy, fed
him, and from his purse assisted him on his weary iourney
to the safe refuge of the English flag. This he freely did,
and when questioned he answered with Spartan severity,
David Crosby takes the responsibility If there is any

broken law that should be vindicated, take my property;
and if that does not satisfy the demand, take my body
Surely the plumed knights of the middle ages, the story
of whose sacrifices in the cause of the Christian religion
are the brightest pages of history, were not braver in the
performance of duty than was this plain and unassuming

of peace and letters. Thus it was that true man’s
life work was done, was well doue. Thus it was that his
life was rounded out aml made complete, so that when
his last hour came there were no regrets, no accusing
conscience, no halting at the door of the unknown, no
worrying about destiny, but a cahu and peaceful end,
resigned, satisfied.

Professor Crosby was united in marriage July 9, 836,
with Louisa S. Huuton of Unity, who shared his labors
and his principles, and who was seven years principal of
the female department of his institution. There were no
children by their marriage. Mrs. Crosby survived her
husband but a few years. She died respected and esteemed
by wide circle of friends and acquaintances.

JOHN HARRISON GOODALE.
Hon. John H. Goodale was born at Deering, Oct. 2, x86,

died at Nashua, Nov. t, t89o. He was a son of Jonathan

and Sarah Goodale, whose ancestors were worthy people
and among the pioeers of that rugged part of Hills-

borough county.
Mr. Goodale atten’ded the common schools of his native

place and fitted for college at the Newbury seminary.
836 he entered the Wesleyan university at Middletown,

Conn., where he was graduated in the class of 84o.
Following his graduation he entered upon the career of
sehoohnaster. He taught at Newbury, Vt., in r84, at

JOllN 11. GOOl)AI.E.

Colunlbus, Ga., front i842 to 2846, and iu the seminary at
Northfield from 2846 to 848. Mr. Goodale was a gifted
writer on all the topics within the range of newspapers
and magazines, and during tile years he devoted to
teachiug was frequent and welcome contribntor to
current publications, llls contpositiou attracted public
attention aad friends therefore induced him to accept
all advantageous position as editor of the Manchester
I)eluocrat.

In x857 lie obtained control of the Manchester Daily
American, and in his new field of endeavor was ontspoken
and progressive, tie refused to be hedged in by party
lilies. Moreover the great humanity of the man asserted
itself, and, obeying what he conside{ed the verdict of
conscience, he espoused the doctrines of the anti-slavery
wing of the Republican party aml wiehted a power in the
state second to no man iu his time. In fact he developed
and controlled the anti-slavery sentimeut to the degree
that lie made United States senator and unmade him
when he failed to kee his pledges. Mr. Goodale was
superintendent of schools for Hillsborough county from
x856 to 859. IIe disposed of his interest in the newspaper
in 86r. From 86 to 864 he travelled extensively in
southwest and on the Pacific coast, nmde a large collection
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of minerals and settled for a time at Crescent City, where
he resumed his profession of teacher and remained until

1867 From 1867 to 1869 he trav.eled extensively in
British Columbia and Alaska, and was present in the
territory at the transfer of Alaska to the United States as

correspondent of the San Francisco Press, meantime
adding to his knowledge of geology and gathering
information that he afterwards made serviceable.
Mr. Goodale then returned to New Hampshire and took

up his residence in Nashua. During the three succeeding
years he traveled in the state collecting specimens of
minerals, renewing old acquaintances and regaining lost
prestige in the field of politics. He succeeded in these

purposes, as he did in every undertaking of his long and
useful career, and when the votes were counted in

spring of 1871 it was discovered to the surprise of both
the old parties that his friends had the balance of power
in the legislature. When that body met a compromise
was effected and Mr. Goodale became secretary of state, a

position that he filled with ability and skill, and to the
general satisfaction of both political parties. Mr. Goodale
was an active member of the board of education almos
from the beginning of his residence in Nashua to the close
of his career, and served the city as superintendent of

public schools from I875 to 1878, being one of the most

popular and efficient men that ever held the office. He
was a trustee of the public library for many years and at
the time of his death.
Mr. Goodale was never idle. When public affairs did

not engage his attention he became a traveler, and
wherever he went he was in search of knowledge, and

adding to his collection of minerals and Indian relics, of
which he claimed to have the largest collection of any
private individual in New England. His last extended
pilgrimage was in 1879 and 188o, and was through the
Southern states. But Mr. Goodale’s honorable record
does not end here. During the anxious days when foreign
insurance companies withdrew from the state leaving
property practically unprotected from loss by fire, the
people found in Mr. Goodale the old champion they had
followed to many victories. Hand in hand with other
leading citizens.he fought the battle that carried the day
and established substantial companies. He showed his

patriotism by investing money when it was believed by
many that nothing but loss could ensue, and, by prudent
management, being president of the Indian Head company,
made every risk secure and earned handsome dividends
for the stockholders from the start.
Mr. Goodale persuaded himself in 188o that he had

retired from the activities of the world, but it is a fact that
he did some of his best work after that date, for, besides
settling some large and intricate estates--among the
number that of John Mooney of Northfield, who left funds
for the Orphans’ home at Franklin, and the New Hamp-
shire seminary at Tilton--he wrote the History of Nashua
that is published in the History of Hillsborough county,
which, taking into account that he was limited in the
matter of space, is a substantial monument to his dili-
gence, perseverance and ability. Mr. Goodale attended
the Unitarian church and in early life wasan Odd Fellow.
As a lecturer and public debator Mr. Goodale was

equally’as brilliant as teacher and editor. His retentive
mind was a complete encyclopaedia of historical and
political knowledge, and there was hardly a theme in th
domain of science on which he was not conversant. His

lectures on mineralogy and geology were in purest English
diction, clear in explanation and logical deduction;
educational in every statement and analysis, while his
political and general addresses were refined and scholarly.
As a conversationalist few, if any, of his contemporaries
excelled him. There was a charm of manner, a deferential
acquiescence to an opponent, a polite and polished de-
mocracy about him that made him a most companionable
man in any and all surroundings. He was a man who
never exhibited temper, and who was never known to be
ruffled, and it is to these attributes, coupled with his hon-
esty and learning, that his biographer attributes a good
share of his success, particularly in the field of politics,
that crowned his career.
Mr. Goodale was twice married; first, Dec. 26, 1848,

with Celestia T. Mooney, daughter of John Mooney of
Northfield, who died Oct. 12, 1863; second, Jan. 19, 1871
with Josephine 13. Atkinson, daughter of Daniel C., and
Mehitable (Tilton)Atkinson of Sanbornton Bridge, now
Tilton. Four children were born by his second marriage,
one of whom is living Charlotte Atkinson Goodale, born
at Nashua, May 26, 1875, and at the present time, January,
1895 a student at Wellesley college in Wellesley, Mass.

CORNELIUS VAN NESS DEARBORN.

Cornelius v. Dearborn was born at Corinth, Vt., May
14, 1832, died at Nashua, April 18, 1886. He was a son
of Samuel and Fanny Dearborn, and could trace his
lineage to a Puritan immigrant. His name was in com-

pliment of an able Vermont statesman who filled the office
of governor in that state and represented the government
as minister to Spain. When four years of age his mother
--whose intelligence and womanly virtues had been the
life and light of the home--died, and as soon as he was
able he joined his brother in the labor of the farm.
Mr. Dearborn attended the district school a few weeks

in summer and ten Or twelve xveeks each winter. When
fifteen years old he attended the spring term of the
Corinth academy, and continued to do so at intervals for sev-
eral terms later. In the winter of 1848-49 his seventeenth
year not yet completed, he taught the school of a neigh-
boring district. His success warranted his continuance as
a teacher in the vicinity for the five following winters.
He continued his farm labor at intervals and in the
meantime developed a mechanical capacity in the making
of farm implements and the erection of buildings. A
natural aptitude which was of great service in maturer
years.
Soon after attaining the age of eighteen Mr. Dearborn

determined to enter upon a course of study preparatory to
a professional life. Before leaving Corinth he commenced
the study of law With Rodney Lund, a young man who
had commenced practice in that vicinity. In March, 1854,
at the suggestion ofhis maternal uncle, Dr. W. W. Brown,
he went to Manchester, and renewed his law studies in
the office of Isaac W. Smith, with whom he remained
untill his admission to the bar; in the fall of 1855, he
opened an office at Francestown. The town afforded a

safe opening for a young practitioner, but not one for
large profits. During his residence in Francestown he

espoused the anti-slavery cause and in 1856 became a

zealous advocate of the principles of the Republican party.
In 1857 he was elected county treasurer, ant re-elected

in 858. It was the first public position that he had held
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and its duties were satisfactorily discharged. In 1858 he

removed to Peterborough, occupying the office of E. S.
Cutter, who had recently been appointed clerk of the

CORNELIUS V. DEARBORN.

courts for Hillsborough county. He resided in Peter-
borough till 1865 During this time he was in partnership
with Charles G. Cheney, and afterwards with Albert S.
Scott. He represented the town in the legislatnre in the

years of 86I and I862, being a member of the iudiciary
committee.
In I863, while a resident of Peterborough, he was ap-

pointed by the governor one of the bank commissioners of
New Hampshire, In that capacity he became acquainted
with the extent and peculiarities of the financial institu-

tions of the state. In I864 and I865 he actively superin-
tended, in his official capacity, the converting of thestate

banks of discount into the national banks of the present
system. In March, 866, he was appointed examiner of

the national banks for the state of New Hampshire, a

position he continued to hold until his death.
In the summer of 1865 he removed to Nashua for the

purpose of Continuing the practice of his profession. An
accidental ptirchase led to a change of occupation. The

Nashua Weekly Telegraph had for manyyears been edited

by Albih Beard. Under him The Telegraph had acquired
a marked popularity, but owing to the death of Editor
Beard it had lost patronage and influence. He at once

entered upon the duties of financial manager and editor,
Richard W. Berry being his partner. Under his control

The Telegraph rapidly recovered patronage and secured a

place among the progressive newspapers of the state. At

the end of two years, however, his health failed, and a

change of occupation became a necessity, He disposed of

his interest to Often C. Moore, and resumed the practice
of law.

During the time he resided in Nashua, Mr. Dearborn
contributed largely to the improvement of real estate, to
the erection of improved school buildings and to the

reconstruction and greater efficiency of the public schools,
being an enthusiastic member of the board of education

many years, and in 1885 its president. Mr. Dearborn was

register of probate from May I3, I868, to June 3, I873, and
city solicitor in 868 and 869. He was for. many years
treasurer of the Mechanics’ Savings bank, and the prime
mover and first cashier of the Second National bank. He
was also a member of the board of directors of the Nashua

and Lowell railroad, and treasurer for many years of that

corporation; also treasurer of the Underhill Edge Tool
company whose affairs he raised to a very prosperous
condition, besides taking an active part with Orren C.
Moore, John H. Goodale and others in forming the

Capitol Fire Insnrance company and Indian Head Mutual
Fire Insurance company at a time when brave words and
a firm stand were required to further the interests of the
state. In 1885 Mr. Dearborn was the Republican candi-

date for mayor of Nashua, but, largely owing to sickness
which prevented him from giving his personal attention
to the management of his campaign, was defeated by a

few votes.
The foregoing are but few of many trusts that were

confided to the care and iudgment of Mr. Dearborn, and it
is but justice to his Inemory to add that he performed
every duty to which he was called with courtesy and
uprightness that won for him the confidence of the com-

munity. He was a member of Altemont lodge, A. F. and
A. M., Peterboro’, Pennichuck lodge, I. O. O. F., and the
First Congregational church, and in matters of religious
belief, as in politics and the transaction of every day
affairs, he was tolerant even to liberality, conceding to
others the utmost freedom of opinion and action.
Mr. Dearborn was united in marriage inune, 857 with

Louisa Frances Eaton, daughter of Moses W. and Louisa
S. Eaton of Francestown, and granddaughter of Dr:
Thomas Eaton, a physician of long and extensive practice
and one of the most extensive farmers of his tine. His

two surviving children are sons the older, John Eaton,
born November, 1862, the younger, George Van Ness,
born in August, 869.

GILMAN C. SHATTUCK.
Gilman C. Shattuck was born in Nashua, Oct. 3, x834.

He is a son of Gilman and Mary J. (Conant) Shattuck,
and a descendant of William Shattuck, who came from

England to America in I64o, and settled at Watertown,
Mass. As the settlement of the country increased the
descendants of this Worthy man became widely scattered
the father of the subject of this sketch being a native of

Hillsborough, from which place he removed to Nashua
about the time the first mill was started, 825.
Mr. Shattuck was educated in the district schools of

Nashua and took a special course of study at the New
Hampton Literary institution, after which, in I853, he

entered into active business with his father, then one of

the leading flour and grain merchants of Nashua. He
continued in this line of business until 886, since then he

18
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has given his time to financial matters and the promotion
of a few private enterprises.
Mr. Shattuck has not confined himself, however, to

GILMAN C. SHATTUCK.

business. He has found time to serve his fellow-citizens

in many ways, and to do the things every true man ought
to do to assist the many causes that are the very bond of
society. He was a member of the common council in 1871
and I872 and served his ward in the board of aldermen in

I873 and in 1876 .id 1877 he was honored by his party
with the nomination for the mayoralty. Mr. Shattuck
has served the people a good .many years on the board of
trustees of the public library, and nine year on the board
of education, of which body he was president one year.
As a member of the school board Mr. Shattnck exhibited

superior and peculiar qualifications. He is aconstant and
regular attendant of the sessions, and a thoughtful and
earnest participant in its deliberations.; being a strong
believer in, and advocate of the public school system pre-
vailing in this country, and regarding i*. as the palladiun.l
of national growth and prosperity, he was especially
earnest and zealous in his endeavors to advancethe schools
of Nashua to the highest grade of excellence consistent
with prudent and wise management. He has been treas-
urer tora long time of the. Peterborogh railroad, and is

trustee of the Nashua Savings bank. Mr. Shattuck is a

member of the Pilgrim ongregational church, president
of the Young Men’s Christian aasOciation, and a member
of Rising Sun lodge, A. F. and A.M. No citizeh of

Nashua is more highly regarded, and deservedly so, than
Mr. Shattuck.
Mr. Shattuck has been twice married; first, Oct. 25,

1855 with Carohne W. Barnes of Hillsborough, who died

May 5, 1866 second, Oct. 22, 1868, with Estelle M. Barnes
of Cambridge, Mass. He has six children living, the

eldest by his first wife; Estelle C., graduated at the Nashua
high school, now a teacherat the Mount Pleasant primary
school; Arthur G., graduated at Nashua high school,
clerk in Boston & Maine railroad office; Fannie C,

Harold B., graduated at the Nashua high school and now

at Dartmouth college Helen B., and Roger C.

SAMUEL TUCK.

Maior Samuel Tuck was born in Candia, Oct. I9, 1814,
died in Nashua, April 19, 1882. He was a son of iDeacon
Samuel and Margaret (Smith) Tuck of that town.

I-Ie was educated in the public schools of his native
place and for a time was a resident of Manchester. In
I842 he moved to Nashua, and from that time until his
death was a dealer in fancy goods and millinery.
Major Tuck was one of the most active and influential

citizens of his generation. Although inclined to con-
servatisnx in his actions, he was a man of liberal views,
on all questions of public interest, with strong convic-
tions and decided opinions; which, once formulated in
his mind, he was both able and willingto express in fitting
and forcible language when time and occasion demanded.
He served the town as constablo and the city as city
marshal in i86, justice of the peace, member of the board
of education and city government, and represented Ward
Five in the legislature. He was active in military circles
and was a member of Col. George Bowers’ staff with the
rank of major; and also a member of the celebrated
company known as the Governor’s Horse guards. He
was a member of the Baptist church and a teacher in the
Sunday school of Rising Sun lodge, A. F. and A. M., of
the Consistory of SCottish Rite Masons, thirty-second
degree, and of one of the Odd Fellows’ lodges. No
Nashuan of the years his home was herewas better known,
or more active in efforts to advance its interests and give
it a good standing in New England.
Major Tuck was united in marriage with Mary Foster,

daughter of James and Betsey Foster of Nashua. Her
maternal grandfather was Col. James Wilson, a Revo-

.\ M t" I’:1. II;( Ix.

lutionary soldier. The only child of their marriage is
Andrew J. Tuck, born at Nashua,7 May , 1845, and who
married Amira H. Clark, a native of Charlestown, Mass.
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ALBERT HARVEY SAUNDERS.
Albert It. Saunders was born in North Providence, P,.

I., April 3, 183I. He is a son of Benjamin and llzabeth
W. (Carpenter) Saunders, both of whom were natives of
Rhode Island and descendants of early English settlers.
Mr. Saunders was educated in the schools of Newbury-
port, Mass., Dummer academy at Byfield, Me., entered
at Williams college in Williamstown, Mass., and finished
his education under private tutors. His home was in
Newburyport un-
til I852. After
leaving school he

accepted aposition
as paymaster of
the Ocean mills,
at Newburyport,
Mass., which his
father built and
operated. He re,

mained there two
years and then
wentto California,
and a little later
to Central Ameri-
ca, where he was
employed for a

short time on the
Panama railway.
Returning to New-
buryport in 1854
he made a study
of architecture for
a year, and in 1856
came to Nashua
and followed that
calling and the
occupation of a

civil engineer un-
til 1857, when he
became superin-
tendent of the
mills of the Jack-
son company, of
which his father
was agent. He re-
mained there until
i866, and during
the time gave his
attentJon at odd
hours to m6hhani-
cal drawing and
the development
of various devices
and .machines which he patented and which poved
profitable to him. After resigning his situation at the
Jackson rills he established a machine shop of his own
on Main street, just south of the Vale mill, and engaged
in manufacturing his invention. He had at one time the
largest experimental shop of the kind: New England.
His main patent was a sizingand distribution machine for
cotton mills; :he also invented and manufactured a card-
grinder, .which was well known under his name. Mr..
Saunders was the inceptor 0 a hall setting machine,
(dependent upon vibratory motion), used in shoe mann-

ALBERT tlARVEY SAUNDERS.

factories. Not alone these labor saving machines, but
several others of equal importance to manufacturers are
the result of his thought, capacity and patience. In I888,
Mr. Saunders gave up the exacting business in which he
had been occupied so many years and at times engaged
in field work as a civil engineer and in office work as an
architect. Bracke.tt’s shoe manufactory and several other
prominent builgs, including Amherst street fire-engine
house, than which there is nothing in the state more
creditable, being wholly his designs and built under

his superinten-
dence as City en-
gineer, a position
which he held for
four years.
Although Mr.

Sauuders’ life has
been a busy one
he has found time
to devote to other
matters. He rep-
resented the city
two years in the
commolT councJI
and was for a short
time in the service
of his country,
being compelled
to retire because
of ill health. He
was a member of
the legislature
from Nashua in
1862, 1863 and 1864,
an era when party
passion ran high
and when men
with the courage
of their convic-
tions were essen-
tial to the welfare
of the state. Mr.
Saunders is not
only a man of
ideas, as shown by
his inventions, but
has a talent for

expressing them
in plain and com-
prehensive lan-
guage. In fact he
is an earnest de-
bater and speaker
when aroused, and

usually carries his point. In late years he has served his
ward several times as moderator. Mr. Saunders was a

charter member and first master of Ancient York lodge,
A. F. and A. M.
Mr. Saunders has been twice married: first with

Abby W. Hatch of China, Me,, who died in Nashua;
and second, with Caroline E. Parks of Stowe, Mass.
Eleven children have been born to him, of whom seven
are living; William Edwin, Alfred WhJtJn, Benjamin
Perry, Charles Henry, Arthur Lamb, Gertrude May, and
Caroline E. P. Saunders.
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JOHN N. BARR.

John N. Barr was born at Bedford, Sept. 22, 1819. He
is a son of John and Sophia (Richardson) Bart. His

immigrant ancestor was born 17o4, at Ballymony, county
Irelaud, and married Ann McPherson. He came to
America in 174o and settled at Londonderry. Later the
family settled at Goffstown. The descent is James, born
I7o4; Samuel, born 1754, married Margaret Boles, and
settled at Henniker, whence he removed to Bedford;
Thomas, I784
married Abigail
Palmer John,
father of the sub-
ject of this sketch,
born I789, married
first, Nancy Dun-
lap, second, So-
phia Richardson,
third, Clarissa
aton. He was
one of the most
prominent and in-

fluential citizens
of Bedford,serving
the town several
years as select-
man, treasurer,
and in other
offices. He was

also a worthy
member of the

Presbyterian.
church at that
place.
Mr. Barr was

educated in the
schools of his
native place and
was graduated at
its high school.
At the age of
twenty years he
came to Nashua
and entered the
employ of Merrill
& Kimball, dry
goods dealers,
where he was
employed five
years as a clerk.
He then formed a

co-partnership, in
the samebusiness:,.
with Marl W. Mdr#ill, oneof his frmeremployers, under
the firm name of Merrill & Bart. Tn years later the
partnership was dissolved and he’ went into the hardware
business with hs brother; the firm.being J. N.&M. Bart.
He remained in this business four: years, after which he
formed a new partnership with hi former partner under
the firm ame of Merrill& Barr, nd engaged in the flour
and grain business. This partnership was continued until
Mr. Merrill retired fromtrade and then a new partnership.
was entered into with
N. Barr & Company, and the business continued until the

present tlme. During all the years0f Mr. Barf’s residence
in Nashua, he has been an active man in the Olive street
church and’its successor, the Pilgrim church, doing
everything in his power to promote the welfare of his
fellow-men, giving liberally of his means for its support
and for the advancenrent of its missions and holding for
many years the office of deacon. Mr. Barr represented
Ward One in the board of aldertnen in i861 and i862, and
has held other positions of honor and trus, having served
as administrator of several large estates. Few men are

JOIIN N. BARR,

better known n
Nashua and its im-
mediate vicinity
than Mr. Barr and
none are more
highly regarded
and respected,
Mr. Barr has

been twice ma r

riedi first, June 8,
844, wiih Mary
Annis French,
daughter of Eben-
ezer and Rhoda
(Coburn) French
of Bedford, who

died June 15,1883
second,with Sarah
E. Dodge, daugh-
ter of IraandSarah
(Fitch) Dodge of
Groton, Mass.
Four children
were born by his

first marriage;
Henrietta, b o r n

Feb. I1, 1847, died

July3o, t848 John
Henri born Aug.
io, I848, married

Jennie Frazier, o f

Weare, who died
March 28, I875;
second, Abby Isa-
belle Batchelder
of Milford; Frank,
born Dec. 2, 85I,
married Alice
Cooperof Nashua,
Etta M., born Juty
9, 853, married
Edwin F. Knight
of Nashua.

SOLON S. WHITHED.

Solon S. Whied was born at Northfield, Mass., Nov,, I837. He is a son of Darius and Mercy (Johnson)
Whithed. His immigrant ancestor, Gad Whithed, came to
this country from ngland in the eighteenth century and
settled at Philtipston, Mass,, where Darius, the father of
the subject Of this sketch was born, March I2, t8o9 died
in Lowell, Mass., Dec. 7, I877. On the maternal side he is
a descendant of Luther and Grata Johnson of Lancaster,
Mass., where his moth.er was born Jan, 6, i815 died at
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Lowell, Mass., Feb. 5, 1854. Mr. Whithed attended the

schools at Great Falls, N. H., to which place his

parents removed when he was a child, and, becoming

bOLON $. W’HITII:ED.

a resident of Lowell, Mass., in I846, was graduated at

the high school in that city, class of 1855. Soon after

his graduation he was employed for a few years in the

hydraulic engineering department of the Locks and Canals

company. In the summer of 1857 or 1858 he was one of

the assistant engineers under Uriah A. Boyden, the most

celebrated hydraulic engineer of that time, in a series of

experiments on the horizontal turbine wheels at the

Nashua Manufacturing company’s mills to determine_ the

ratio of loss or gain of power at different heights, veloci-

ties and quantities of water striking on the floats or

buckets of various sizes and curves of the turbine system.

In November, 858, he entered the employ of J. C. Ayer &
Company of Lowell, where he remained until May, I865.

when he came to Nashua as correspondent for R. P. Hall

& Company, and in 1878 he became manager of the same

business, a position which he stills fills. During his

residence in Lowell he was a member of various local

organizations, and since his resideuce here he has been

prominently identified with several institutions, being a

trustee and on the investing board of the New Hampshire
Banking company, and Guaranty Savings bank, and a

director in the First National bank. He is also one of the

executors and trustees of the Nutt estate. Mr. Whithed

has served the city six years as a member of the board of

education, and has several times declined to b a candi-

date for the mayoralty. He is a republican in politics
and was president of the Blaine and Logan club in 188o.

He is a member of the Universalist church, the Fort-

nightly atd City Guards clubs, and a citizen who is earnest

in his advocacy of whatever his judgment commends for

the advancement of the interests of Nashua.
Mr. Whithed has been twice married first, Sept. 4, i862,

with Almira R. Fisher, daughter of Samuel S. and Almira

(Adams) Fisher of Lowell, whodied June 18, 1878 second,

April 14, t88o, with ]Ellen H. Gates, daughter of Josiah
and Harriet N. (Coburn) Gates of Lowell. One daughter
was born of his first marriage: Almira M., born Dec. I5,

187o, married Fred W. Norton of Nashua, Oct. 24, 1894.

WILLIAM PROCTOR DANE.

William P. Dane, son of Timothy and Rhoda B. (Proc-
tor) Dane, was born at Merrimack, Feb. I2, 184o. His

immigrant ancestor, on the paternal side, Rev. Francis

Dane, came to America from England in the eighteenth
century and settled at Danvers, Mass. His descendants,
like most of those of the early settlers, scattered in many
directions, the branch to which Mr. Dane belongs being
among the pioneers of New Hampshire. On the maternal

side he is a descendant of William and Rhoda (Bagley)
Proctor who were born at Salisbury, Mass., and in early
life settled in Andover when it was almost a wilderness.

His grandfather. James Proctor, was a Revolutionary
soldier. The Proctors were of English origin and the

Bagleys were Scotch. Proctor academy at Andover was

named in honor of the family.
Mr. Dane became a resident of 2qashua in his youth,

and was educated at the Mount Pleasant school, gradu-
ating there when it was a high school. In 1857 he entered
the employ of Gage, Murray & Co., local manufacturers of

card board, with whom, and their successors, he remained
until 1868, when he established himself in New York City
as a jobber in foreign and domestic paper and card board,
in which business he is still engaged. Mr. Dane’s home

is in East Orange, N. J., but he has always maintained
a lively interest in everything that pertains to Nashua
and has written for The Telegraph many valuable articles

of s historical character. Mr. Dane was united in mar-

:iage March II, 1876, with Arabelle Louise Osborne,

daughter of Alexander and Susan (Deming) Osborffe

of Brooklyn, N.Y. Five children have been born of their

\\ 11.1.1\3.1 l’. I).\5,1..

marriage ]Hzabeth Proctor, Feb. Io, 1877 ]Edith Louise,

March 17, 1879; Rhoda Proctor, Aug. 8, 188o; Gertrude

Walmarth, Juneo, I882 William Proctor, Jr., Jan. 4, I886.
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CHARLES JAMES FOX.
Charles J. Fox was born in Hancock, Oct. 28, 18II, died

in Nashua, Feb. 17, I846. He was a son of lediah and
Sarah (Wheeler) Fox and
descent from Thomas and Rebecca Fox, who came to
Concord, Mass., from tngland as early as

Mr. Fox attended school at Amherst and at Appleton
academy, now McCollom institute, Mont Vernon, and was

graduated at Dartmouth college in 1831. He studied law
at Yale college
and afterwards
with Daniel Abbot
at Nashua, with
whom he was
afterwards asso
ciated in practice.
In 1837 he repre-
sented Nashua in
the legislature.
His ability and
learning was

quickly recog-
nized and in 184o
he was appointed
by Gov. John
Page comlnis-
sioner to revise,

codify and amend
the statute law of

New Hampshire.
His associates
were Joel Par-
ker and Samuel
D. Bell. Owing
to official duties

Judge Parker took
no part in the
revision. The re-

port of the com-
mission was adopt-
ed by the legisIa’-
ture Dec. 23, /842,
and Mr. Fox and
his associates were

highly compli-
mented by that
body. Mr. lox

began collecting
material for the
history of the old
township bf Dun-
stable in I84o and
wrote the greater

JAMES H. FASSETT.

James H. 1?assert is a son of James B. and 11en (Mor-
rill) Fassett he was born at lffashna, January II, 1869.
(Pot ancestors see sketch, of his father, James B. lassett.
Mr. Fassett was educated in the public schools of his na-
tive place and graduated in the high school in 1886. The
same year he entered Dartmouth college as a freshman.
During Mr. Fassett’s college course he ranked high as a
scholar in one of the largest and brightest classes gradu-

ated at that fa-
mousseat of learn-
ing for many
years. He was
also very popular
with his fellow-
students both for.
his geniality and,
also, for his prow-
ess as an athlet
his fame in the
latter respect still

surviving there, as
is evinced by his

being lately called
upon to address
the college, on

"Dartmouth
night," upon ath-
letic matters at
Hanover. He
graduated at Dart-
mouth after a
four years’ course,
in the class of

I89o. Upon his

graduation he re-

turned to Nashua,
and, after a short
period of inac-
tivity, was elected
principal of the
Mount Pleasant
grammar school, a
position which he
filled with marked
ability andsuccess
for two years and
until he resigned
to accept the office
of superintendent
of the public

JAMES ti. FASSETT. schools of Nashua
in the spring of

part of it in that year, although he resumed work on his I893 a position to which he was elected by the board of
manuscript from time to time as he had opportunity, and education, and which he still holds, November, 1896.
so continued until his death. It was completed and pub- Fie has made an able and efficient superintendent, and,
lished following his death in I846, and from that day to by attending closely to the details of his work, and the
the present time has been coni dered a standard work. general wants of the schools, and keeping in line with
Mr. Fox was a member of the Unitarian church and a the trench of advancement and improvemeht in methods
teacher in its Sundayschool. Mr. Fox was united in of management, performed his duties to the entire accept-
marriage ffune 3o, I84O, with Catherine Pickman Abbot of ance of the public. Mr. Fassett is a member of the Uni*
Nashua. (For ancestors see sketch of her father). One tarian church and a member of its choir. He is a thir-
son was born of their marriage . W. l?’ox, M. D., a ty-second degree Mason and a Knight Templar. He is
rsident of Philadelphia. umnarried.
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EDUCATIONAL.
BY JAMV’S H, FASSETT.

T IS almost impossible to obtain any exact data of the early schools of Nashua. The records,
in most cases, are entirely wanting, and where they exist they are extremely vague and
indefinite. The first accurate account is hardly to the credit of the town. 111 173o Dunstable,
under indictment of the superior court, was compelled to open school. The following is the

law uuder which the indictment was nlade "That each town in the province having the number
of fifty householders, shall be constantly provided of a schoolmaster to teach children to read and

write, and when any town has one hundred families or householders, there shall also be a grammar
school set up and kept. And some discreet person of good conversation, well instructed in the
tongues, shall be procured to be master thereof. Every such schoolmaster to be suitably encour-

aged and paid by the inhabitants; and the selectmen of towns are hereby empowered to agree

with such schoolmaster for salary and to raise money by way of rate upon the iuhabitauts to pay the
same. If any such town shall neglect the due observance of the law for the space of six months
it shall pay a penalty of tveuty pounds."

In I72i this law was so amended that instead of the towu being subiect to the fine of twenty
pounds, the selectmen were held responsible should the tovn be without a school for one month.

In the year 173o the town, then consisting of more than fifty householders, was iudicted under

the above. The town then voted that "it be left with the selectmen to provide and agree with a

person to keep a writing school in the town directly, and that the sum of ten pounds be granted and
raised for defraying the charges in the last nlentioned concern and other town charges." History
is silent as to just what part of this ten pounds went to swell the pocketbook of the schoolmaster.
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For many years following no record, can be found of any vote to raise money for school pur-
poses. In i746 two schools were kept, one at the house of John Searles, near Salmon brook, and the

other at the Gordon house near Reed’s pond. As there were no school houses at that time, it was

necessary that the school be kept in private dwellings. The branches taught were reading, writing,
arithmetic and spelling. The materials used in school work were most primitive. Paper was

unknown and when slates were needed, as they frequently were, strips of birch bark wre used,
with a leaden bullet hammered out for a pencil. They had no arithmetics, the master "setting the
sums" on each slate for the pupil. The New Testament was used almost exclusively as a reading-
book and spelling book as well.

In 1749 we find the first mention of the school committee, and that the town was divided into

districts. There were five of these, two on the north side of the river and three on the south. It
may be of interest to know that the first committee consisted of ffohn Snow, Ephraim Butterfield
and Ephraim Adams. One hundred and forty pounds were raised to support the schools under

these committees. The next mention we have of any school in the town is in 1761, when one

hundred pounds were raised for "schooling and houses." From this date on, there was raised

every year more or less money for the support of schools; some years only twenty pounds and in

others two hundred pounds.
In 1772 the town refused to appropriate money for school houses, but, in 1775, a motion was

carried and eighty pounds was raised for that purpose. The first schoolhouse was erected near

the old burying ground on the Lowell road in the south part of the town, but upon the opposite
side of the brook from the spot vhere the present schoolhouse stands. A schoolhouse of this

time was usually a small unpainted building. Along three sides of the schoolroom were placed
slabs upon which the older pupils wrote and worked their sums. These slabs were fastened upon one

side to the walls of the building, the other being suppor.ted by legs driven securely into auger holes

in the floor.
F6r seats, hewn planks were used into which stakes were driven for legs. Inside of this outer

circle were slab seats for the younger children. This arrangement made it necessary for the children

to sit facing th.e walls with their backs towards the teacher. In the center of the room was placed
the master’s" desk, and from his throne he watched with eagle eye the work of the youths
under his charge.

One ma.v easily appreciate the feelings of the mischievous boys who, with their backs toward the

teacher, were never certain when he was not looking at them: This feeling of insecurity must have

been heightened by the knowledge that there lay on the master’s desk a hickory switch long enough
to reach every boy in the room, and that too without moving from his chair.

On the t’hird side of the school room was a huge fire place, with large flat stones used for

andirons. Inasmuch as the chimney was never very high, and green wood was usually burned, the

first part of the morning exercises was conducted in a cloud of smoke. The building of the fire was

allotted to the older boys who took turns in attending to this duty as well as to the splitting of the

Wood. The older girls kept the ioom swept and cleaned. The windows were small and placed high
so that the attention of the children should not be distracted by outside affairs.

To schools of this description our ancestors trudged, fortunate if they lived near the school.

Many, however, were compelled to walk several miles, and that tOO after havin.g helped their fathers

with the chores or their mothers with the household duties.

Certainly the lives of the children wer& filled with hard work. This was an advantage to the

schools of that time in one great particular. The children looked upon their school duties not as

hard work, as, do the children of to-day, but as a relief from the. drudgery which they had at home.

For this reason the amount of "schooling" which the children obtained in their single term of sixteen

weeks was remarkable.

It is found by the records that the pay of the school mistress at that time was about one dollar

a week. In 1796 the town voted to raise two hundred pounds for the purpose of building school-/

houses’ and, as a preventive against any disputes which might arise as to the location of these

buildings, a special committee was chosen to fix the location of the schoolhouses should the district

disagree upon the same. That the people of Dunstable early appreciated the importance of
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singing in the schools is evidenced by the fact that in 181o the town voted to raise fifty dollars for
the purpose of hiring a teacher of singing.

In the early part of the century, there seems to have been no schoolhouse north of the Nashua
river. The schools were held in private houses. In i8x6 a schoolhouse was built at the junction
of the Concord and Manchester roads, where General Stark’s residence now stands. In 1833 the
schoolhouse was found inadequate and was moved back upon the north side of Rural street where
it was enlarged and served for school purposes many years. It is now used as a dwelling house.

The recorded history of our schools begins to be complete about the year 184o. Then_ the_

school officials published a more or less elaborate report of the schools under their charge. At that
time there were eleven districts, No. i being situated .near the old burying ground on the Lowell
road.

In the report for 1839 the following complaint was made of a lack of funds" "The sum of money
which the town is by law compelled to appropriate for the support of schools has heretofore been
extremely limited, the whole amount of money being so inadequate that it has accomplished little
more than to commence the schools and get them into successful operation."

A meeting was held in January, 184o, at which a resolution was passed appointing a committee
to devise means for placing.a bell on the schoolhouse in district No. 3, "in order to p.revent all
mistakes regarding the time of commencing school." Whether or not the bell was purchased we
have not been able to ascertain, but doubtless the steps of the laggard were hastened by its tones.
It is rather interesting to note that the committee, in the report-for 1841, recommended the purchase
of thermometers, in order that the temperature might be duly recorded. "it must have been some-
what of a debatable question in those days where th6 thermometers should be placed. For if the
report of the committtee in regard to the structure of the buildings at that time is to be believed,
the temperature would be anything but uniform ill different parts of the schoolrooms and the
teacher must have used considerable ingenuity in locating the exact point in the room where the
temperature would be considered normal. There is one recommendation which one of the committee
made at this time which should be recorded, as commendable now as well as then, "that reading
and reciting in concert be abolished and that more individual work be done by the teacher among
the pupils."

The greatest fault that seems to have existed in the Nashua schools at this time was the lack
of interest taken in them by the parents, and the consequent irregularity of a.ttendance by the
pupils. In every report this is found to be the case and the fact was much lamented by the commit-
tees. Many methods to correct this evil were devised; the schoolhouse doors were closed at the
beginning of the session, excuses were abolished, and many other schemes were tried, but all seemed
to have failed.

The true reason for this lack of interest is very evident to one connected with school affairs at
the present day. In one of the reports comment is made upon the inadvisability of the habit which
many of the children had of aiding pupils reciting.

All teachers at this time were elected by the prudential committee of the town, but were
subject to an examination by the superintending committee of the schools. It happened in-’many
cases that the prudential committee, for prudential or economical reasons, brought forward candi-
dates whom the superintending committee found wanting in all the requirements necessary in a

teacher. When this happened the prudential committee was obliged to find a more acceptable
candidate.

The lack of suitable schoolhouses was felt in the past, as well as in the present. The following
is q.uoted from the report of 1842" "The prosperity of school depends, in a greater degree than we
are apt to realize, upon the condition, of_the .sc.hoolhouse. No one enjoys public worship to the full
extent when the meeting-house is cold, filthy, or improperly-V6iitiiated;-and-the same principle is
equally applicable to schoolhouses. Even our horses and cattle are h.9.used or shelter6-d--ed0rding to
the season and their natural wants, but the comfort of our children is often most unwisely and
inhumanely neglected."

The follo_i.ng .sentence in lieu of the above is easily understood- "Considering the state oI their
schoolhouse and the Means of the district, it would have suffered no loss Could the wind which
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unroofed the building last year have paid the visit at an hour when the house was empty and made its
work of dilapidation more complete."

In speaking of the condition of the schoolhouse then known as district No. 3, on the site of the
present Mount Pleasant, the committee made the following comment" "And should the citizens erect
an elegant town house (Nashville) for the men to occupy one day in the year, it should be left
without windows until a new schoolhouse is built, in order to equalize the comfort of the rising_and
the risen generations."

In Nashville the districts, during the year 1843, were renumbered. The schoolhouse at
Belvidere was called No. , Mount Pleasant No. 2, the house on Amherst road No. 3, and the one on
I-Iollis road No. 4. In 845 there was a primary school built in the eastern part of district No. 2, on
North Central street. The scholars passed from this school to the higher grades in Mount Pleasant.

At this time there was held a summer school for writing, lasting two or three weeks. It would
appear from comments made upon this school by the committee that during these four weeks the
scholars received their only drill in wri.ting, and they, thinking this inadequate, recommended that a
regular writing period be taken each day in school.

In 1846 the committee advised the use of slates by the smaller children, to whom, evidently, their
use had previously been forbidden, "Serving if for no other purpose," as they said, "to enable
them to bear the difficult task of sitting still." The light which this throws upon the method of
teaching children at this time needs no comment.

The holding of teachers’ institutes was spoken of with great interest by the school managers,
and all teachers were advised to attend. The committee also recommended in i87 the establishing
of a high school. In 1848-9 regular lessons, in writing were given in all the hools, and this was
found to be more efficient than to have two or three weeks devoted entirely to writing.

Vocal music was also generally introduced. During the year 1849 a high school was incorporated
in district No. 2, now known as Mount Pleasant, under the/Somersworth act, namely- To empower
school districts to establish and maintain high schools. The,organization took place on the twelfth
of May, 1849. A new, costly and convenient schoolhouse had been built, having accommodations
for eighty pupils in the upper or high school seventy-two ,in the intermediate and eighty in the
primary. Mr: Samuel Alvord was engaged as principal. /

Following the action of the citizens dn the north side of the river, in 1851 a high school was
organized on the south side, the West Pearl street school, and. a Mr. Stone was elected to take charge
of the same. He was succeeded in the winter term by lXlr. W. B. Chute, a very efficient teacher.

There seems to have been at this time a decided increase in the interest felt in the public schools.
They had more visitors and there was a general awakening in the cause of education.

Two years later, in 1853, the high school was removed from Pearl street to the new high school-
house on Mxin street. This new high school build’ng was looked upon with great pride.by the
townspeople. In March, 1854, the essential work of grading the schools systematically and adopting
through them all a thorough and progressive course of study was accomplished. And by this their
work was rendered far more complete and effectual than ever before. The differences between the
primary, intermediate arid high schools was clearly drawn. The high school started with the
’following subjects, adopted as the course of study" Arithmetic, English grammar, algebra, natural
philosophy and the Latin language. With our present rich curriculum, these subjects seem neagre
indeed. In 1856 it was recommended by the committee that no child under fige years old be allowed
to attend school. Before this, children four years old, and even three, were frequently sent to school
by their parents. The requirements for admittance to the high school are interesting, as they show
what-the committee expected of the lower schools. Colburn’s arithmetic must have been completed,
the common school arithmetic through fractions, Bullion’s grammar as far as prosody, parsing begun,
Colton’s and Fitch’s geography complete, history of the United States, reacting and spelling.

Upon the reuniting of Nashua and Nashville, the schools went on as betore. There was a high
school maintained at Mt. Pleasant and one also at the Main street. In connection with the former, it
is but just to mention the name of Hiram D. Wood, who taught the high school on the north side of
the riwer for so many years faith(ully and well.

In 1867 the school year of district No. 3 had to be shortened to 3o weeks for a lack of sufficient funds.
The next year it was recommended that all the districts in the city unite to form one high School.
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In xS’69,ts was brought into effect. "1"he following sentence is quoted from the school report
this time ’-Ie"r,.ter the high school will be composed of the first class of scholars selected from the
entire ity." ,’t’e game year saw the entire school system of the city put in exact form. Printed rules
and regtatio wre also adopted. ’rhese were written in" the nost commendable way and stood

practically unc,aged up to r893, when, under press of circumstances, they were carefully revised.
At th,is time role sperintending school committee, eeling that they were unable to do justice to the
supervision 0f the;schools, voted to elect a superintendent. i’he board of education consisted of eight
members, ne from each ward. ’I’hey were presided over by the mayor of the city. Mr. Eben I-I.
Davis wa elected as the first superintendent. Mr. Davis is now superintendent of schools at Chelsea,
MasS.,,, d is the author of the celebrated Davis readers. I-Iis work in organizing our school system
at t.e cannot be overestimated. Mrs. Ann
which, ras to be expended in the purchase of four silver medals.

An, epidemic o that dreaded disease, small pox, caused the schools to be closed for a considerable
per lu_ri_x the year 87o.

C’bas. t-i. Merrill, Whom many well remember as/an excellent instructor in music, began his work
in co/naection with th public schools in the year x87e. ’1"his teacher placed the music of our schools
upon , very high plane, which has been ably sustained through the present time.

I r873 work,was begun on the present high school building. ’I’wo evening schools were also
started, one at West Pearl street and the other at Belvider’e. ’I’wo years later the present high school
was occupied, and on June x, Mr. ’I’. W. I-Iussey, who had been principal of the high school for over
sev,en years, resigned and, at the beginning of the fall term, Edward A. Kingsley was elected in his
place.

Upon te occupation of the present high schoolthe Main street building was remoddled into eight
ro.orns suitable for the lower classes and the pupils who had formerly attended the Old Brick on West
Pearl street were transferred to this place.

Ding the winter vacation the primary school on North Central street was burned and has never
been rebuilt.

Great credit is due Superintendent S. Arthur Bent for introducing into,.our schools logical and
modern ,methods of teaching primary children. To him is largely due the excellence which character-
izes our lower grades. It is also but just to speak here of the Hon. John H. Goodale, of, hislon.g and
terested support of the Nashua schools, both as a member 0f the school committe:e and as

Sulerin,tendent.
In i88, the school house on Chandler street was completed. This was named the ODonnetl

school afer Rev. Father O’Donnell, a most respected member of the school board. Under his benign
i-ueee"many matters which might have caused difficulty were made smoot,h,.

In 877 Erastus B. Powers was elected principal of the high school. ’Fhere has been,no, name
nlore prominently connected with the high school of our city than has’that of E. B. Powers. His
influence is felt even at the present day.

]Excellent recommendations were made by Supt. Frederick Kelsey that, more extended use of
supplementary reading be introduced into the schools and that a city training school for teachers be
established.

During October, 884, the schools were closed on account of an epidemic of scarlet fever.

In 1884, ]E. J. Goodwin, now principal of the high school at Newton, Mass., was elected-principal
of our high school. Mr. Goodwin was a man of marked ability and a most excellent instructor.
Under Superintendent Williams, a plan was introduced by which the parents were kept in close touch
with the work of their children. Cards were made out by the teachers on which was plainly indicated
the work of the pupil. That system, with certain modifications, is at present in use. By it, the final
examinations held at the end of the year, when children were most unfit to be examined, were
abolished.

In the years 885 and ’86 special instructors in drawing and physical culture were elected. Their
work at this time was particularly useful to the schools. Military training in the high school was

adopted in 887. Under the able-instruction of Gen. Elbert Wheeler and Col. Jason E. Tolles, this
organization has maintained a most commendable position.
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Lemuel S. Hastings, in the summer of 1889, was elected principal over the Ligh school in the
place of J. H. Willoughby, resigned.

During 1891, Hon. Fred Gowing, now state superintendent of public instruct.vn, was elected
superintendent in place of Mr. O. S. Williams, who resigned for a more lucrative posilion in Dedham,
Mass., in this year, also, E. W, Pearson accepted the position Of musical director.

The year I89o is to be particularly noted by the adoption, for thefirst time, of a reg,fiar systematic
course of study. This has done an immense good by unifying the work of the schools in Cfifferent parts
of the city.

In 1891 the board of education adopted the method by which the pupils were promoted iom grade
to grade, not by the perfunctory examinations, but by a direct estimate of the pupil’s ability by the
teacher.

When, in the spring of x893, Superintendent Gowing assumed the broader duties of te State
Superintendency, James H. Fassett was elected to fill his positio11.

In 1894 two important departures were made, namely, the introduction of the kindergarten and
the establishment of a training school for teachers, in the new building on Amherst street.

I/PORTANT PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

There is no name connected with the educational history of Nashua which arouses among the
people so many keen recollections of school days as does that of Prof. David Crosby. Professor Crosby
was born at Hebron, New Hampshire, in the year 18o8. His parents were too poor to give Vim the
education for which he was ambitious, and Crosby was therefore compelled to work his way tarough
Kimball Union academy and afterward through Dartmouth college. He graduated at tlie latter
institution with high honor in the class of 1833.

For several years after graduation he was engaged in teaching at different places throughout the
state and always with marked success.

In 184o Professor Crosby founded the Nashua Literary institution. This school under his careful
management, iri which he was ably seconded by his wife, was kept in a flourishing condition over ierty
years

Professor Crosby was a man of stern and forbidding exterior but was in reality warmhearted and
sympathetic. His manners stern and hard toward the delinquent older boys, was always kind toward
the children. His favorite subiect was mathematics and he had, it is said, such a clear and concise
way of stating a problem that it was impossible for the pupil not to understand,

The schoo,1 became a noted one and many pupils came from a distance to attend.

Some of our brightest minds barge obtained their start in education from this excellent instructor.
Professor Crosby died February 26, 1881, but his strong rugged personality still lives in the nlemozy

of his pupils.
During the year 1883, Father Milette started a Parochial school in the basement of St. Aloysius

church. It opened with five hundred pupils and eight sisters were employed to take charge of them.
In June of the same year the new building was started. The following November it was ready for
Occupancy. This school continued under the charge of the sisters until 1889, when the boys’ school
was erected and the Brothers were brought in to take charge. From this time 6n the boys have been
separate from the girls. At present there are about seven hundred children in attendance, three
hundred and fifty boys and three hundred and sixty girls. To take charge of these there are employed
nine sisters and eight brothers, one of whom, Brother Theofridus, acts as a supervising principal.
The school in all its parts has the impress of the personality of its founder, Father Milette.

In the fall of 1884, Rev. Father Houlihan, pastor of the church of Immaculate Conception,
bought the old "Indian Head House." This was turned into a parochial school by making
extensive repairs and alterations. In September, 1885, the school was formerly opened and placed in
charge of the Sisters of Mercy. It continued in a very prosperous condition for six years, at the end
of which time, Rev. Father ]E. E. Buckle, believing it to be for the best interest of the school to be
nearer the center of population, sold the Indian I-tad House site and purchased a large lot of land on
the west side of Spring street. Upon this was erected a modern brick building which was dedicated
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as the School of the Sacred Heart. The course of study followed is made to conform as closely as

possible to that of the public schools.
Under the supervision of Sister Euphemia, the present principal, the school work is well and

ably carried on.

In the parish of Father Lessard during the year 1886, was started a parochial school. It began

in the basement of the church of St. Francis Xavier, but during the spring of ’87 the present school-

house was erected. The school opened with an attendance of one hundred and fifty. There are now

attending two hundred and seventy-five children. The corps of teachers has been increased from

three to six and is now conducted under the principal, Sister Lucia.
It has been the endeavor of the author, in this brief Educational History of Nashua, to obtain

facts and data from original sources so far as possible. This is particularly true in relation to the

history of the public schools. All or nearly all the facts have been taken directly from the school

reports issued by the boards of education.

NASHUA LITERARY INSTITUTE.




