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DANIEL ABBOT.

lion. l)aniel Abbot was born at Andover, Mass., Feb.

25, i777, died at Nashua, [Dec. 3. 1853. lie was of the

sixth generation in descek front George and Hannah

(Chandler) Abbot, who enligrated fronl Ellgland about

164o and were amoug the early settlers of Andover. The

Chandler’s were an equally oht anddistinguisbed Massa-

chusetts faulily. Ills father and mother were cousins.

Mr. A;botwas graduated at Harwlrd nniversitv in the

class of I797. tie

read law in Lhe
office of Parker

Noyes at

lmry, Daniel Web-

ster heing his fel-

low- stndent, and
comnlenced prac-
tice at London-
derry in I8o.
The same year lie

moved to Nashna
aad here he
mained until his

death. Mr. Abbot

was a man of schol-

y attainments,
learned in the law

ud an eloquent
a;tvocate and ora-

t()r, several of his

a,hlresses on secu-

lar themes being
published at the
time of their de-
livery and attract-
ing wide atten-
tion. Benjamin
French, who after-
wards became dis-
tinguished in

Massachusetts,
was at one time

his law partner,
was also his son-

in-law, Charles J.
Fox.
Mr. Abbot, how-

,er, was good
deal to

Nashua iu its

early history than

resident and dis-

iuguished attor-

uey. He was citizen in tile fullest sense of the word.
Whatever interested the public interested him. What-
ever was incepted for the advancement of the industrial

pursuits, and tile beuefit of the people at htrge, had his

hearty co-operation. He was something more than
looker-on. He was veritable pioneer in the wilderuess
and was deternlined that it shouhl blossom and bear fruit

for posterity. The Middlesex caual had his indorsenlent,
and oi1 tile Fourth of July, 8o3, wheu the first boat

launched upon it at this place he delivered an oration,

which he christeued the settlement "Nashua," by which

DANIEl. A I1Bt)T.

it lists since been knowu, aud which historic fact was rec-

ognized iu 833 by introducing him to I’resident Andrew

Jackson, when gnest of the people of the town, as the
father of Nashua, Mrs. Abbobeing introduced at the

time as the mother. . Abbot was one of the

projectors of the Nashua Maflufacturing company and

president of the corporation; his influence was also felt
in buihling tile Nashua & Lowell and the Wilton rail-

roads, and lie was president of the first named company
fourteen years. Besides this and many minor enterprises,

be was president at
one time of the
Nashua State bank
and the Hillsboro’

Bar association.
Mr. Abbot was

Whig in politics
and one of the
leaders of that

party in the state.
tie served tile

town of Nashua
nloderator of
nual meetings
tweuty-one years
in succession, and
Nashville, (after
tile town was di-

vided), in thesame

capacity a third

nlany more. Mr.
Abbot was a mem-

ber of the legisla-
ture from 86 to

824, and again in

i838 and repre-
sented Nashville
in the same body
in 1848 and in the
constitutional con-

ventionin I85O. In
831 and i832 he
represented the
district in the sen-

ate. lie served
several years as

chairman of the

judiciary commit-
tee, and as nlenl-

her of other com-

mittees, and was

wise and pru-
dent lawmaker

who looked well to

the interests of the people. Mr. Abbot, from whom Abbot

square and Abbot street took their names, owned and

occupied the house at the corner of Abbot and Nashville

streets, owned and occupied at the present time 0895) by
Mrs. Geo. XV. PerhanL

Mr. Abbot was united in nmrriage Nov. 8, 8o5 vith

Elizabeth Pickman, daughter of William and Elizabeth

(Leavitt Pickman) of Salem, Mass. Mrs. Abbot was in

the fifth generation in descent from Benjamin and Eliza-
beth (Hardy) Pickman, who emigrated from Bristol,

Eng., to Salem as early as 1667. The chihtren of their
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marriage were Willialn Pickman, born in Nashua in 1811,
died in Keene in 1881; Charles Dudley, born in Nashua
in 1813, died in Nashua in I848; Catherine Pickman, born
in Nashua in 1819, married Charles J. Fox, died in Phila-

delphia in I89I.

CHARLES GORDON ATHERTON.

Hon. Charles G. Atherton was born at Amherst, July 4,

18o4, died at Manchester, Nov. IS, I853. He was a de-
scendant of dis-

tinguished ances-

tors, anlong whonl
vas Joshua Ath-

erton, (his grand-
father), an early
settler in Amherst,

a noted lawyer,
member of the

convention that

ratified the Con-
stitution of the

United States, and

subsequently sen-

ator and attorney-

general of the

state. His father,

Charles H. Ather-

ton, was thor-

oughly read and

accomplished law-

yer, pleasing
orator, who was
several times a

member of the

legislature, and
represented his
district in the

fourteenth con-

gress. On the

ternal side he was
a descendant in
line with the Spal-
dings. (See sketch
of Edward Spal.
ding.)
Senator Ather-

ton obtained his
prinlary education
in the schools of

his native town
and was fitted for

colleg by private
tutors. He en-

tered Harvard university at the age of I4 years; was

graduated in the class of 1822; read law in the office of
his father, was admitted to the lmr at the age of 21 years,
and itnmediately thereMter commenced the practice of
his profession at Nashua. "In his profession," says a

writer of a sketch of his career for History of Hills-
borough county, "his success was decided and his rise
rapid. His mind was clear, logical and strong with a

ballast of excellent common sense, while his adormnent
of a quick fancy and cultivated taste were admiralfly
adapted to the study and labor of the laws."

CIIARLES GORDON ATIIERTON.

Senator Atherton commenced his public career in 183o
when tie was elected to the legislature. He was re-elected
several times, and in 1833 was chosen speaker. In 1837
he was elected to the 25th congress. He was re-elected to
the 26th congress and again to the 27th and proved him-
self able debator. In 1843 he was elected to the United
States senate to succeed l,eonard Wilcox, and was retired
in 849 by reason of the election of Moses Norris, Jr. In
1853, he was again elected to the senate, to succeed John P.
Hale, for term of six years. Senator Atherton was a

nlember of tile
Baltimore conven-
tion that nomi-
nated Franklin
Pierce for the
presidency, and to
hinl more than
any other man
General Pierce
owed his prefer-
ment. I)uring all
these years of use-
fuhxess Senator
Atherton fonnd
time to participate
in local affairs and
to do his part to
advance the inter-
ests of the state
and his town. He
was the proiector
and builder of
the three miles
of corduroy road
on Amherst street,
which includes
"the willows,"
and many other
prominent inl-
provements of his
day were due to
his advocacy and
iudgment. He
served the people
of Nashville as

nloderat or more
than half the years
that town had an

existence, and rep-
resented it in the
constitutional con-

ventiou of 185o
Daniel Abbot be-
ing his colleague.

Senator Atherton’s speeches and addresses on secular
themes are evidence that he was man of learning and
classic diction.
Senator Atherton had barely entered upon the term for

which tie was elected in 1853, when, while arguing a

cause in the supreme court, sitting at Manchester, he
was stricken down with apoplexy. He was carried to a

hotel where he died three days later. The funeral ser-
vices at the Unitariau church in this city were attended
by United States officers and members of congress, the
governor of the state, iudges of the court, mayor, city
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council and many distinguished men and friends from
near and remote places. The body was buried in the Nash-"
ua cemetery. Senator Norris, his colleague, announced
his death in the United States senate and made a fitting
eulogy in memoriam, while remarks were nmde by Senator
Hunter of Virginia and Seuator Williams his successor,
the latter saying: "In nmnner Mr. Atherton was naturally
reserved, quiet and unobstrnsive, but affabIe and cour-
teous, gentlemanly and polished. He was incapable of
deceiving by false or hypocritical profession; and by
keeping his faith

with all, gave a

beautiful exempli-
fication of the in-

corrupta fidis in
life devoted to fi-

delity, justice and
truth, which left

among the living
not a single re-

sentment or un-

kind feeling to be

buried in the

grave."
Senator Ather-

ton was united in

marriage June lO,

i828, at Princeton,
Mass., with Anne
Barnard Clark,
Rev.Samuel CIark
being the offici-
ating clergyman.
Mrs. Atherton’s
father, Hugh
Hamilton Clark,
was a native of
New Boston and
a merchant in
Boston, Mass. He
married Nancy
Barnard, daughter
of Rev. Jeremiah
Barnard of Am-
herst. Mrs. Ath-
erton died in Rox-
bury, Mass., May
9, 889. There
were no children

by their marriage.
Their local resi-

dence was on Man-
chester street.
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marked character and strong moral and intellectual quali-
ties. The family moved to Nashua in I829.
Judge Sawyer was educated in the public schools of

Nashua, at Crosby’s Literary institution, and at the acade-
mies in Hancock and Derry. He read law in the office of
his father and was admitted to the Hillsborough bar at
the October term, i841. He then formed a co-partnership
with his father, and after his death and in 1849, with
Charles G. Atherton, which partnership continued until
Senator Atherton gave up practice in i853. His next and

AARON VORCESTER SAWYER.

last partner was
Gem Aaron F.
Stevens, 858 and
that partnership
lasted till Mr.
Sawyer gave up
practice in i874.
Mr. Sawyer rep-
resented Ward
four in the legis-
lature in I865 and
1866, and was one
year in the state
senate from the
old seventh New
Hampshire dis-
trict. He was

president of the
Pennichuek bank
(luring its entire
existence and was
mayor of Nashua
in I86o and city
solicitorin r867-7r.
He was appointed
associate judg_e of
the supreme court
of the state Aug.
7, 876, and held
the commission
about one year,
when failing
health from dia-
betes caused his
resignation. He
was also United
States register of
bankruptcy. Mr.
Sawyer was a dili-
gent student and
successful lawyer.
He worked hard
and faithfully for
his clients, and

AARON WORCESTER SAWYER.
Hon. Aaron W. Sawyer was born at MoatVernon, Oct. ,

818, died at Nashua Aug. 23, i882. His father, Aaron F.
Sawyer, was one of the distinguished men of New Hamp-
shire in the early days of this century, being a graduate
of Dartmouth college, a wise law-maker, a learned coun-
sellor, a prominent Congregationalist, and an old school
gentleman. His mother, Hannah (Locke) Sawyer, was a

granddaughter of Rev. Samuel Locke, D: D., president of
Harvard college from I77o till 773, and woman of

when he could not see a case clear to the end he had a
wonderful faculty of briuging about a settlement. The
warmest friendship ever existed between him and his
partners and clients, and those who survive him are
sincere nlourners.

Judge Sawyer was a successful and effective advocate
and a most entertaining and instructive speaker on gen-
eral topics. Daring his long years of practice he rarely
made an enemy, and those who were his clients would
not and did not, relinquish their claims upon him till he
no longer had the strength to advise them. About ten
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years before his death Dartmouth college conferred upon
him the honorable degree of A.M. Early in his career
Judge Sawyer became identified with the Congregational-
ists and during the last ten years of his life was a zealous
member of that denomination. In 1874 the Hollis asso-
ciation licensed him to preach, and from time to time he
supplied in tile city churches of that and other denomi-
nations, and preached and lectured in the greater number
of churches in the county. He wrote several able dis-
courses, and was listened to with marked attention and to
the ins{ruction of his hearers. He was also an earnest
advocate of the cause of temperance, and often ad-
dressed his fellow-citizens on that subject at the City
hall, and the people of the state wherever his services
were requested.
General Stevens in announcing his death at a meeting

of the Hillsborough bar said of him" "If to have won for
himself a proud position in the ranks of his profession,
the suffrages and approbation of his fellow-citizens to the
full measure of his opportunities and aspirations; to have
utilized superior intellectual power and endowments to
the constant and wise solution of the abstruse problems
and varied affairs of his profession; to have gained with-
out pretention or ostentation by the strength_and force of
character, the abiding confidence of his cli6nts, and to
have held that confidence through all tests and trials to
the end; to have become the favorite adviser of hi:s
younger and trustful brethren of the bar; to have con-
stantly clothed his daily walk with the example of a pure
life, whose morality, though firm and constant, never
taught him to be morose or austere; to have elevated
that life of undeviating morality to its twinship with a
Christian faith; if to have adorned his domestic life with
the enduring fidelity of the husband, the deep and con-
stant affection of the father; to have so cherished indus
try, frugality .and temperance, that those virtues won for
him, and for those who were his by-the sweet arid h61y
ties of nature and kindred, the boon of independence and
fortune, and then to have met death withoUtfear, and in
the calm triumphant hope of a glory beyoadmif these,
aud such as these, are the true and justly cot-eted, fruits
of human life and human exertion, we have their illustra-
tration and example in the life and death Of Aaron W.
Sawyer."
Judge Sawyer was twice married; his first wife was

Mary Francis Ingalls of New York city, who died in a
few months after their marriage; second, Sept. 12, 1855
Fanny Winch, daughter of Dea. Francis and Ahnira
(Stetson) Winch of Nashua. Her ancestors came to this
country in the seventeenth century and their descendants
have been conspicuous in the professions, in mercantile
life and in the various callings and occupations of men,
her father being one of the first citizens of Nashua, regis-
ter of deeds several years and a man of a high sense of
honor and strict integrity. Mrs. Sawyer inherits their
traits of character. She has labored long and earnestly
in the cause of temperance, being a member and past
president of the Woman’s Christian Temperance union,
a promoter of the Young Woman’s reading-room, and a

generous contributor for the support of these worthy
obiects and other causes for the advancemefit of the moral
and spiritual welfare of the people. Their children were
Fanny Ingalls, deceased; Fanny Locke, married George
A. Bowers, D. D. S., Oct. 4, 1893; Aaron Frank, deceased,
and William Merriam.

GEORGE YEATON SAWYER.
I-Ion. George Y. Sawyer was born at Wakefield, Dec. 5,

18o5, died at Nashua, June 15, 1882. He was a son of Wil-
liam Sawyer, one of the most distinguished New Hamp-
shire men of his day. His primary education was obtained
in the district schools of his native town, advanced under
the tuition of his father, who was a learned man and able
lawyer, and continued in the Phillips academy, Exeter,
till at the age of seventeen years when he entered Bow-
doin college, where he became a classmate of the late
WilliaIn Pitt Fessenden of Maine, Henry W. Longfellow,
Nathaniel Hawthorn.e, Franklin Pierce, Jonathan Cilley,
who was a brilliant man and was killed in Kentucky in a
duel, the late Chief Justice Boyd of Mississippi, S. .
Prentiss, the famous western journalist and wit, and John
P. Hale, all of whom graduated within two years of each
otherJudge Sawyer in 1826.
Judge Sawyer then read law in the office of his father,

and at the August term of the court in 183o at Meredith
Bridge, now Laconia, which was then in Stratford county,
was admitted to the bar. He practiced his profession in
the town mentioned till October, 1834, when he removed
to Nashua, where he became a partner with the late
Aaron F. Sawyer. In 839-4o and 18d he represented the
town of Nashua in the legislature, and in one of the
exciting political campaigns of that decade he Was the
whig candidate for member of congress, falling short a
few votes of election. He also represented Ward four of
the city of Nashua in the same body in 1866, when he was
chairman of the committee on judiciary and a leader in
the debates on all important measures which were con-
sidered that year. He was appointed justice of the Court
of common pleas July 7, 85, and resigned Sept. 15, 1854.
The next year the courts were remodeled by the legisla-
ture and he was appointed a justice of the supreme judicial
court On July 2o, 855. Judge Saxvyer held this commis-
sion till Nov. i, 1859, when, owing to the fact that his
practice was more 1-uerative and entailed less of wandering
about the state, he resigned. Although an ardent and
uncompromising whig, his great ability was recognized
by his college mate, President Pierce, and he was offered
the governorshi.p of one of the territories, which honor he
declined on the ground that he was not in political sym-
pathy with the administration. In 1862-63 and in 1864 he
was city solicitor of Nashua and acting solicitor of the
county of Hillsborough. He was again solicitor of the
city in !873 and 874. In 865 he was appointed one of
three commissioners, Samuel D. Bell and Asa Fowler
being his associates, to revise, codify and amend the
statute laws of the skate, with marginal notes and cita-
tions similar to the laws of Mssachusetts, and in 875 he
was chairman of a commission to recommend a system of
taxation or modification of the tax laws of the state. His
law partners were, first, Aaron F. Sawyer; second, Peter
Clark; third, Aaron F. Stevens; fourth, and at the time
of his death, George . Sawyer, Jr.
Judge Sawyer was an intellectual giant in all that ap-

pertained to the law; had the best legal mind in the
state; was direct and forcible, and his quotations and
citations, made without a moment’s reflection, were often
the wonder of the bench and the bar. His decisions in
important cases, as reported in the New Hampshire
reports, are among the most clear and lucid. "They
often rose to literary merit, and were i to criticise them,"
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says a member of the Hillsborough county bar, shouhl

say they are owing to Judge Sawyer’s happy faculty of

expression and the fact that he was a magnificent pen
1nan and could compose and write with great rapidity--
a little verbose, but dignified, learned, logical and

judicial." Judge Sawyer’s knowledge of lawand his great
intellectual capacity often caused embarrasslnent to the
presiding iustices, and it was no uncoulmon occurrence to
hear the interrogatory from the bench: "XVill Judge
Sawyer state how he understands the law," or "How

time." Judge Sawyer arose in his place, and as he ad-
vanced a little to face the court squarely, the silence of
death came over the multitude of spectators. His words
were slow and impressive: Save time, your honor.
TiIne Does the court realize with this respondent this
issue is time or eternity?" It had its desired effect.
There was no further attempt at unseemly haste. The
deceased had nlany good traits of character. If a man or

woman had a poor case and was likely to lose he told
them so frankly and advised a settlement. He was par-

ticularly obliging

.---1]
to the younger
members of the
bar, and many a

middle aged mem-
ber of the New
Hampshire bar of

to-day recalls his
words of encour-

agenlent to then1
in their early
struggle, tie en-

couraged all who
desired his encour-

agement, and he
often gave then1

points of law and

advice, never tak-
ing a fee from
them. In early
life he was a com-

municant in the
Episcopal church.
Upon his removal
to Nashua, there

being no church
of that creed
here at that
time, he identified
himself with the
F r s t Congrega-
tional church, and
for a number of
years was teach-
er in its Sunday
school and a tower
of strength in all
that appertained
to the temporal
and spiritual ad-
vaucement of the
community. He

gradually w th-
drew, however,

and for lnany years was not identified with .any society
or denomination.

Judge Sawyer was united in marriage in Meredith

Bridge, now Laconia, N. H., October, 1834, to Emeline,
second daughter of Daniel Tucker of Laconia. She died

Sept. I6, 1891. Seven children were born of this mar-

riage Emeline Augusta, died in infancy George Yeaton
Charles Albert, died in the army in I863; Helen Mary,
married Elisha B. Hubbard, Aug. 27, 1873 Clara Hazle-

ton; Willianl Edward, died in infancy; Alice, married

Fred W. Eslabrook, Nov. 5, 1879, died :Nov. 21, I893.

GEORGE Y]2A’I’ON" SA’VYER.

does Judge Sawyer
understand the
law as applicable
to the point in

controversy?"
These qualities
made him
marked man in
New Hampshire,
and caused his

services to be

eagerly sought in
all cases where
large sums of

mouey or other
important inter-

ests were in issue.
It was also these

qualities that
marked him as a

member of the
commission to re-

vise the laws, and
it is to his iudicial
understanding,
with that of Asa
Fowler, J u d g
Bell, chairman of
h e conlnlission,

being incapacitat-
ed from labor by
sickness--that the
state to-day owes

the fact that ia

symmetry and en-

tirety they are

equal to those of

any state in the
union. As an

advocate he was

plain and compre-
hensive, eonfiu-

ing himsel close-

ly to the law and
evidence, and never lowering his high standard to defmne
a witness or catch the ear of the multitude. In addressing
jury, it was the speech of a matter-of-fact man to men

whom he quietly persuaded to believe the facts as he
understood theIn. Among the many notable cases in
which Judge Sawyer was counsel was the case of the
State vs. Edwin \V. Major, who was hanged for lnurder.
His defence was masterly and every point was shaped in
completeness. Sotne idea of the man and his power may
be obtained from a scene in that famous trial. Said the
Court: "I make the suggestion, Judge Sawyer, to save
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WILLIAM WALLACE BAILEY.
ttou. William W. Bailey was born in Hopkinton in 1829.

tie is a son of Thomas and Jemima (Smith) Bailey. His
great grandfather, Hnmphrey Bailey, was probably
descendant of John Bailey, who came from ttampshire,
Eng., about 164o and settled at Rowley, Mass. His great
grandfather and grandfather, Thomas, lnoved froul Hav-
erhill, Mass., to Hopkinton about I771. They were sturdy
and respected farmers and resided there until their death.
On the maternal
side he is de-
scendant of Mood)"
Smith, a Revolu-

tionary pensioner,
who came fronl
Danville to Hop-
kinton about I78o.
Mr. Bailey at-

tended the district
schools of his na-

tive place and was
a student at Pem-
broke academy
and the New
Hampshire cou-

ference seminary
at Northfield,
where he fitted for
college. Ite en-

tered Dartmouth
college in I85o and
was graduated in
the class of 1854.
Mr. Bailey read
law in the office of

George & Foster,
Concord, and com-

pleted his course

of study of this
profession at the
Albany, N. .,
law school, where
he was gradnated
in 856 with the
degree of LL.B.
Following his
graduation he set-
tled in Nashua,
and has continued
in practice to the
present time. Mr.
Bailey is a sound
and able lawyer, having the confi-
dence of the court, his associates at
the bar and has a numerons client-
age. He served the city as solicitor
in 884, during which titne its legal
interests were faithfully cared for.
Mr. Bailey, like many another citizen and attorney of

Nashua, has been a good deal more than a professional
man atnong tile people. He has been active in public
affairs, and that he has the confidence of his fellow-nleu
is shown in the fact that he represented Ward one iu the
legislature in 863 and i864, and was supported by his

party for state senator in I867 and x868, for presidential
elector at large on the democratic ticket in 884, aud for
melnber of congress iu I886. Mr. Bailey served the state
as trustee of the New Hampshire College of Agricul-
ture and Mechanic Arts from 87 to 876 aad the city
of Nashua for several years as member of the board of
education, and as trustee of the public library from
1873 to the present time. In all these positions tie has
rendered the state and this eonununity faithful service;
his integrity and singleness of purpose never having been

called in question.
He was director
and president of
the Wilton rail-
road c o m pan y
froln I87i to I874
when he was
elected a director
of the Nashua &
Lowell railroad,
having been re-

elected every year
since then, and
has also been
treasurer of the
corporation since

1891. tie was

president of the
Nashua Savings
bank from i879 to

1895, also a direc-
tor in the Indian
Head National
bank and the
Hil Isborough
nills, being presi-
dent of the last
named company.
Mr. Bailey is
member of the
First Congrega-
tional church, the
New Englamt His-
toric Genealogical
society, and presi-
dent of the State
Library associa-
tion. He is a

member of Rising
Sun lodge, A. F.
and A. M., of
which he was the
worshipful master

iu I862 and 1863, and is a Scottish
rite Mason of the 32d degree.

Besides attending to the duties of
his profession he has found time to
devote to the preparation of articles
of historic interest, which he has

read before the New England Historical society.
Mr. Bailey was united in lnarriage in i858 with Mary

B. Greeley, daughter of Alfred and Mary (Webster)
Greeley, and a descendant of Andrew Greeley, who was
born in England and came to this country early in the
seventeenth century, settling at Salisbury, Mass. Four
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children have been born of their marriage: Marion G.,

who died in I867, at the age of eight years; Caroline W.,

graduated at Wheaton seminary, died Aug. 2, 1891;
XVilliam T., graduated at Dartmouth college in x86, and

Helen G.

Jonathan Atherton, grandfather of the subject of this

sketch, was born in Massachnsetts, served in the Revo-
lutionary army, married Nancy Bridge and removing
from Harvard, Mass., became one of the first settlers of

Cavendish about I782, and was the first representative.
elected to the legislature from that town. He was a

farmer and also practiced law until his death in 186.
His son, Joseph, was a lieutenant in the regnlar army and
served in the War of 82. The son, Jonathan, a man of

marked ability and great decision of character, of simple
tastes and fond of

reading, preferred
the free and inde-
pendent life of the
New England
farmer of the last
generation a n d
continued to re-
side on the broad
acres where he was
born until his
death in I875 at
the age of eighty-
seven.

Captaiu Ather-
ton obtained his
edncation in the
public schools of
his native place,
at Black River

acadeIny, Ludlow,
Leland seminary,
Townsend,aml
Dartmouth col-
lege where he was

graduated wit h
the degree of A.B.
in 859. Among
his classmates in

college were Dr.
Edward Cowles,
Dr. Phineas S.
Conner, John
Davis, B. F. Hayes,
Prof. E. R. Rug-
gles, Asa W. Ten-
hey and Wheelock
G. Veazey.
He read law in

the office ofJoseph
Sawyer in Alton,
Ill., for short

time and subse-

quently in the
office of John F.

I)eane with whom upon admission to the bar he entered

into partnership. He took a year’s course at the Albany

Law school where he received the degree of LL.B. in

186o. Among his associates at the law school were Sena-

tor William F. Vilas of Wisconsin, Gen. W. G. Veazey of.

the Interstate Commerce commission and Senator Red-

field Proctor of Vermont.
Before he was fairly settled in the practice of his

profession the Rebellion broke out and he offered his

services to the governor of the state who requested him

HENRY BRIDGE ATHERTON.

Capt. Henry B. Atherton was born at Caveudish, Vt.,

Sept. 21, 835, and is the youngest son of Jonathan and

Roxana (Ires)
Atherton. Captain
Atherton’s father
was fifth in descent

from the emigrant,

Janles Atherton,

who came about

635 from Lanca-
shire in England
to Dorchester with
his kinsman, Maj.
Gen. Humphrey
Atherton, who

succeeded Sedg-
wick in the coln-

nmnd of the mili-

tary and naval
forces of the Bay
colony. Charles
G. Atherton, late

United States sen-

ator from New
Hatnpshire, was

also fifth in de-

scent from the
same emigrant an-

cestor, James. Mr.
Atherton’s noth-

er, Roxana Ires,
was the only
daughter of Capt.
Elihn and Phebe

(Hall) Ives and
was born in I,ud-

low, Vt. She was

cousin of the
late bishop, Silli-
man Ires of South
Carolina and the
late N. K. Hall of

Buffalo, United
States District

iudge, a member
of President Fill-

nl o r e s cabinet,
and she was a]so a lineal descemtant of the emigrant John
Morse of Connecticut, who was the ancestor of George
Kennan, the author, of Prof. S. F. B. Morse and of Chan-

cellor Kent. She was educated at a young ladies’ school

in Middlebury, Vt., in which town her only hrother,

Isaac, attended college, and before her marriage she

taught school. She was good wife aud devoted mother

and her many noble qnalities of mimt and heart endeared

her to all who knew her. She lacked but a few weeks of

being ninety-four years old when she died in 189o.
33
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to raise a company. He received recruiting papers Aug.
12, I86_I, and on the following day began the work of en-
listment. In fourteen days his company was full with
nearly twenty men to spare. September 3 he was elected
captain and on the twenty-first of the same month his
company was mustered into the United States service at
Brattleboro as Company C, of the Fourth Vermont volun-
teers and the regiment left the next day for the front.
This regiment formed a part of the famous First Ver-

mont brigade and with General Hancock’s brigade was
in the division of Gen. "Baldy" Smith. They were sta-
tioned across the Potomac at Camp Griffin near Lewins-
ville, Va., and during the fall, winter and the next spring
took part in General McClellan’s peninsular campaign.
At Lee’s mills on Warwick Creek, April I6, 1862, Captain
Atherton, while in command of his company attacking
the enemy’s position, was severely wounded by a minnie
bullet in the right groin. He also received a scalp wound
from a piece of shell at the same time. Having in conse-
quence become disabled from active dutv he resigned on
the twelfth of August, 1862.
Oct. 27, I862, he removed to Nashua to take the edito-

rial charge of the New Hampshire Telegraph which paper
he conducted until April, 1864. He theu resumed the
practice of his profession which he has continued up to
the present time. From i866 to 1872 he was in partner-
ship with the late William Barrett. For two years he was
treasurer of Hillsborough county and from 1872 to 1876
postmaster of Nashua. In 1867 and I868 and again in
1885 and in 1887 he was a member of the state legislature,
serving the last two terms on the judiciary committee and
as chairman of the committee on national affairs.

Captain Atherton was a delegate to the Republican Na-
tional convention at Chicago in 1884. At the beginning
of President Harrison’s administration he was appointed
land commissioner for Samoa under the treaty 6f Berl-in,
and through his old comrade, Senator Redfield Prctor,
then secretary of war, he was also offered the governor-
ship of Alaska, both of which he declined. In 189o he
was elected member of the board of education for four
years, alad in I893 and 1894 he was president of that body.
Captain Athertou is a member of Rising Sun lodge, A.
F. and A. M., and is also a Scottish rite Mason of the 33d
and last degree. He attends the service of the Pilgrim
church.
As an attorney Captain Atherton is among the leading

rnember of the New Hampshire bar. He prepares his
cases with great care and presents:them with tenacious
regard for his clients’ rights. In argument before a jury
he bears himself with dignity and discusses the evidence
he has submitted in a clear and forcible light. Captain
Atherton, however, is more than an attorney. He is a
man of learning in the great field of general knowledge,
a thinker and an essayist who develops his subject in terse
expression that shows his newspaper training. Besides
this he is an earnest and lucid public speaker, both on
political and other themes, and has made many Memorial
Day addresses that have instructed his comrades and
other auditors aud won for him general approbation.
Captain Atherton is a member of John G. Foster Post, G.
A. R., and one of its past commanders.
Captain Atherton was united in marriage at Ludlow,

Vt., Jan. 7, I86I, with Abbie Louise Armington daughter
of Dea. Samuel Laton and Eunice (Watkins) Armington.
Her grandfather, Stephen Watkins, was a soldier in the

Revolution. She was a graduate of Black River academy
in Ludlow, where she also taught before her marriage.
She was a member of the Baptist church in that town
the church of her parents from which she never severed
her connection. After a long and painful illness she died
at Nashua, Dec. 8, 1896. The children of their marriage
are Maud, born in Nashua, Aug. 2, 1863, married Almon W.
Griswold of New York, Sept. 23, 1885; Grace, born Feb.
8, 1869, married William F. Hazelton, M. D., of Spring-
field, Vt., Dec. 29, i892 Robert, born Sept. 26, I872, died
Aug. I, I873; Anna H., born July 2, I876 Henry Francis,
born Aug. 3, 1883-

GEORGE ALLEN RAMSDELL.
I-Ion. George A. Ramsdell was born in Milford March II,

1834. He is a direct descendant of Abijah Ramsdell, who
was born in England in 1695 and in early manhood came
to America and settleed at Lynn, Mass., the line continu-
ing through Abijah, 173o; William, 1766, married Mary
Southward; William, 18o3, married Maria A. Moore; to
himself, 1834. These worthy sires were noted for strength
and ruggedness of character. Captain William, 18o3,
being a man of rare intellectual capacity and possessed of
a gift that enabled him to utilize his varied knowledge of
men and things for entertainment and instruetiou at
short notice and in addresses of power and eloquence for
a man who was not a speaker by profession. On the
maternal side he is a descendant of John Moore, who
came from England in 1638 and settled in Sudbury,
Mass., in the same year. The lineage is traced through
six generations to Humphrey Moore, D. D., 1778 who
married Hannah Peabody, to the subject of this sketch in
the eighth generation, The genealogy intermingles on
his father’g side with the Hawthornes and other promi-
nent families of Massachusetts, and on his mother’s side
with Francis Peabody, who settled in Hampton as early
as I635 and was the immigrant ancestor of George Pea-
body, the ph_ilanthropist, and other noted families of
New England.
Mr. Ramsdell obtained his primary education in his

native town and was fitted for college at Appleton aca-
demy; now McCollom institule, Mont Vernon. He com-
pleted a year at Amherst college, but was compelled by
reason of delicate health to retire at the end of his sopho-
more year. His ambition, however, to fit himself for a
useful career did not end here. After a season of rest he
entered the office of Bainbridge Wadleigh at Milford and
read law. He completed his profession in the office of
Daniel Clark and Isaac W. Smith at Manchester, and in
1857 was admitted to the Hillsborough bar. Soon after
he located at Peterboro where, he remained six years in
active practice. In 1864 he was appointed clerk of the
supreme court of Hillborough county and removed to
Amherst, where he resided till I866, when the records
were moved to Nashua and he became a resident here.
in 1887 he resigned the office mentioned and resumed the
practice of his profession, forming a copartnership with
Lyman D. Cook, under the firm nameof Ramsdell & Cook.
The firm continued in business three or four years, when
banking responsibilities made such a demand upon Mr.
Ramsdell’s time that he gave up his court practice and
became directly identified with the City Guaranty Savings
bank as its treasurer, at the same time continuing as pres-
ident of the First National bank. The duties of clerk of
the court took Mr. Ramsdell out of active practice and,
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therefore, he has not been known as an advocate before

iuries. His legal acumen, however, has been recognized
by the bar and every iustice of the supreme court in the

past twenty-five years has appointed him referee and
auditor in a large number of important and perplexing
civil actions. In this judicial capacity he has visited

every county and all the large towns in the state. Mr.

Ramsdell’s ability and impartiality in weighing evidence

has never been called in question, and although he has

determined many causes, often involving large pecuniary
interests in which
it frequently hap-
pened that bitter

feeling was engen-
dered, there have

been but few ap-
peals front his

judgment and no

aspersion relative
to motive. This

honorable record
was recognized by
Gov. John B.

Smith, who, onthe
death of Judge Al-
len in 1893, tend-
ered him a seat on
the supreme
bench, which he
reluctantly de-
clined. Meantime
Dartmouth col-

lege honored him
with the degree of
A.M. But Br.
Ramsdell has not
devoted his time
and attention
wholly to the in-
tricate problems
and science of the
law. He has ad-
ministered upon a

large number of

private estates,
and carried many
responsibilities in
connection with

personal and cor-

poration invest-

ments, the wisdom
of his judgmentbe-

ingapparent in the
fact that those who
have relied upon
his sagacity have
never had cause to regret it. He has been identified in

the temperance movement and responsive in everything
incepted to promote the moral well-being of society and
guard the home. Mr. Ramsdell was the orator at the

dedication of the modern town hall buildings in his

native place in 187o, and for some time past has been

engaged in gathering material for a history of the town.

Mr. Ramsdell’s public career includes ten years’ service
on the board of education, twenty years as truste of thee

public library, and many other places of trust and re-

sponsibility. In I87o, I871 and i872 he was a member of

the legislature. He served upon the judiciary and other

important committees, and won an enviable reputation as

a careful and painstaking law-maker, a luminous and
convincing debater and a man whom no influence could
swerve from the path of duty. In fact many of his con-
stituents remember with pride his staying qualities in

in the great struggle in the house in I87L when, Bain-
bridge Wadleigh having spoken on the previous ques-

tion till his voice
failed, and need-
ing a substitute to
hold the floor till
morning, Mr.
Ramsdell stepped
into the breach
and spoke six
hours with scarce-
ly an intermission.
In this and many
other trying epi-
sodes in that re-

markable legisla-
tive body, as in
the performance
of duty as a citi-

] zen, he has been
leader of the peo-
ple and a fearless
advocate of what
he believed to be
right. Mr. Rams-
dell was a working
member of the
constitutional
convention of I876
and represented
the third district
in the governor’s
council in 1891
aud I892. In the

Republican guber-
natorial conven-

tion of 894, com-

posed of nearly
eight hundred
delegates, he re-

ceived a flattering
vote, and in the
convention of 896
he received the

distinguished hon-
or of being nomi-

nated by acclama-

tion and without

a dissenting vote. In the election that followed he was

chosen governor by the largest majority (I7,977) ever

given a candidate in the history of the state.

Among the minor yet equally important positions in

which Mr..Ralnsdell has served the people of Nashua

and the state may be mentioned that of president for sev-

eral years of the board of trustees of the State Industrial

school at Manchester and trustee of the Orphans’ home

at Franklin, being at the present time a member of the
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last named board. He has been many times earnestly
solicited to stand as the republican candidate for mayor
of the city, but owing to onerous duties in the positions
mentioned, and the added fact that his duties as president
of the First National bank, treasurer of the City Guaranty
Savings bank, director in the Wilton Railroad company,
in the Peterborough railroad, in the Jackson company, in

the Nashua Manufacturing company, besides other clients

whose interests he must guard iu the supreme and pro_
bate courts, the management of the ancestral farm at

Milford and prop-
er attention to his

private affairs, he

has 1)een co111-

pelled to decline
the honor.
Mr. Ramsdell

was made a Masou
in Altermont
lodge, A. F. and
A. M., at Peter-

borough, while
residing there and
is nOW member
of Rising Sun

lodge in Nashua
and Scottish rite

Mason of the 32d
degree in Edward
A. Raymond con-

sistory.
Iu his religious

convictions he is a

liberal Congrega-
tionalist and a

member of the
First church of
that denomination
in Nashua. Nei-

ther his religious,
social or masonic
life are marked or

marred by display
or a forbidding
spirit. The sum-

mary, therefore,
of Mr. Ramsdell’s
career is valuable
to the readers of
this work in iIn-

pressing a useful
lesson upon the
mind of genera-
tions to come, and
as a reminder that
the better way of

life, and the surer hope of happiness is in keeping in
close touch with the teachings of the book of books.
Mr. Ramsdell was united in marriage in November,

186o, with Eliza D. \Vilson, born Sept. 5, t836 and

daughter of David and Margaret (Dinsmore) Wilson of

Deering. She is a descendant, paternally, of David
Wilson, and maternally of John Dinsmore, both of whom
were immigrants in the Scotch-Irish colony that settled

in Londonderry about i7i 9. Four children have been
born of their marriage: Harry W., born Feb. 5, 862,
married Mary L. Scott, daughter of Col. Charles Scott of
Peterborough Arthur D., born Aug. 2, i864; Charles T.,
born July 6, 1866, married Jessie M. Austin of Denton,
Tex. Anne M., born Dec. 8, t873.

EDWARD EVERETT PARKER.
Hon. Edward E. Parker was born in BrookIine, Jam 7,

I842 lie is son of James and Deverd (Corey) Parker and a

descendant, both
paternally and
maternally, from
English families
that came to this

country about 166o
and settled
Tyngsborough
and Groton. His
grandfather was
one of the first
settlers in Brook-
line. He held

many important
trusts in the town

governnlent a n d
was its second

representative ill
the legislature fol-

lowing its incor-
poration in 1779
His grandmother,
Sarah (Boynton)
Parker, was a de-
scendant of John
Boynton and Wil-

liam Boynton who
came to Axnerica
from Yorkshire,
Eng., and settled
in Rowley, Mass.,
in 638, and whose
children and chil-
dren’s children

have been promi-
nent in every sta-

tion of 1He. His

maternal great
grandmother,
Prudence (Cure-
111 gs) "Vright,
wife of David

Wright of Pepper-
ell, Mass., com-

manded the band
of patriotic wmnen

of that town who arrested the notorious tory, Col. Leon-
ard Whiting at Jewett’s bridge in April, 1775 on the

morning after the fight ou Lexington green, as he was

on his way from Canada with dispatches for the British in

Boston. The news of the British’s march was brought
into Pepperell by Dea. John Boynton, all ancestor of Mr.
Parker. The minute men responded and marched imme-

diately. The women resolved that no enemy of the
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country should pass the bridge. They met, organized
and chose Mrs. Wright as commander. The next morn-

ing, dressed in me.n’s clothes and armed with p.itchforks,
scythes, etc., they assembled at the bridge under the
command of Mrs. Wright. The clatter of horses hoofs
soon announced Whiting’s approach; he was seen, recog-
nized and arrested, and the disloyal dispatches found in
one of his boots. The dispatches were forwarded to the
committee of safety at Cambridge and he was sent as a

prisoner to Groton, Mass., and is said to have been con-
.fined during the rest of the war. k granite tablet, appro-
priately inscribed, commemorative of the affair, erected
by Mrs. i-I. A. Pevea; of Lynn, Mass., a granddaughter of
Mrs.. Wright, now stands by the highway at the west end
of the bridge.
Judge Parker, like the boys of +/-he forties,-attended

the district school. He then became a student atPhillipS,
Exeter academy. In 1863 he left Phillips and entered
Appleton academy at Mont Vernon where he was.gradu-
ated in 1.863 Meantime :he determined to serve his
country, and Aug. io, 1863, enlisted in-the United States
navy. He-as detailed on. board brig Pe:.ry iche last
sailing brig admitted to the service--and vas soon ap-
pointed yeoman of the vessel,, a position which, he con
tinued to hold till he was discharged fl’om-the service, at
Philadelphia in October, 1864, by reason of the expiration.
of his term of enlistment. In the spring O_f 1865 he
rturned to his books with a deternlination to"omplete
his education. He entered Colby academy at New
London, graduated there in the summer and entered
Dartmouth college in the autumn, where he wag gradu-
ated in the Class of I869, being the centennial poet at the
commencement exercises in that year. Fqllowing his
graduation Judge Parker. accepted the position of princi-
pal Of Warrensburg academytt Warrensburg, N. .; and
held the position one yar, .when he rsig_ned and returned

post,: G. A. R., of which he is past commander..- He has
held appointments on the G. A. R. commander-in:chief’s
staff and has served twice as iudge advocate general, the
last time in 1893. He was a delegate-at-large to t-he
National encampment, G. A. R., at Louisville, Ky., in
September, 1895.
As a lawyer Judge Parker stand-s high in his profession

as udge of probate his decisions have invariably stood
the test of. the supreme court, while his sincerity of pur-
pose to mete out fair and impartial justice and in every
way in his power protect the interests of legacies and
legatees has never been called in question. In fact it
may be said for it is absolutely true that he is one of
the fairest minded and most consdentous public officials
in the county. He is, however, more than teacher, law-
yer and upright judge. H,e is an interesting talker and
public speaker whose onlyhandicap is his inborn mod-
esty. Added to this is the istinct and hand of an’artist,
and the mind of a poet excelling in the latter gift to the
extent of -having composed for public events, dedications
of soldiers’ and sailors’ monuments, some of the best
descriptiVeverse in our language, and given to mgazines
and newspapers humorohs waifs and poems of beauty,
fancy and ideal thought. Judge Parker’s latest work
may be found in +/-he historical department of this work
of which he was the editor.
Judge Parker was united in marriage Dec. 20, 1877,

with Alice Prince’Hatnmond, youngest daughter of Dr.
Evan ]3. and Sarah Ann (Adams) Hammond, whose lineage
is given in a sketch of the life of the former, which
appears in this work. The children of their marriage
are Rend Deverd, born Nov. 23, 1878 and Edna Alice,
born Dec. 13, 188o.

JAMES BOUTELLE FASSETT.
to New E=gland.to become principal 6f the-high school at Hon. James_ B..’assett was born at lgnosburg, Vt., Maroh
Wareham, Mass. Meantime he decided to make the law :, ’.:i83, deaat as.a, eb’ .3, s89. e was a son o
hi profession and so h rsi.gued his position at the end o "Hir& and yitiia (Adani) Fassett and a descendant of
his first term and entered the oee i)f Thomas Cunning. Jud.ge John assett of Bennington, Vt., the gen4alogy of
ham at Warrensburg, N Y,.whgre:_he r6mained sixmonths.
Returning again to New. England anc feeling {he necessity
of saving money with_whiCh to-pursue his studies, he
accepted the position of principal of-the-high school at
Middlesboro, Mass., an"t_taug.ht one year.
In August, 187I, Judge-Parker became g resident of

Nashua. He entered the office f Gen Aaron F. Stevens,
and while studying law _was pincipal of a Nashua evening
school and engaged from._time to ti_me in reporting:state
cases before the supreme court for the newspapers Judge
Parker was admittedto the Hillsborough bar at the
March term of the court, then held at Amherst, in 873.
Immediately after he formed a co-partnership with Gen-
eral Stevens under the firm name of Stevens & Parker,
which continued until about 188o. He was city s.olicitor
in 1876 and 1,877, and in 1879 on the resignation of Judge
Henry ]g. Burnham of Manchester, was appointed judge
of probate by Governor Cheney, a position which he
still holds. He has given the city six years of faithful
and valuable service on the board of education and has
been identified with many of. the projects that have been
employed for the development and advancement of the
interests of Nashua. Judge Parker was made a Mason in
Benevolent lodge, A. F. and A. M. of Milford in 1868, is
a Knight of Pythias and a member of John G. Foster

the am.ily r_e..aching back in{o the mother country and its
lineage including man.y of the brightest-minds and most
distinguishec{ men in Great Britain and America. On the
maternal side he wasa descendant of Henry Adams of
Braintree, Mass2, a’race: 6 men who trace their lineage
throngk fifteen gener:at-fiS to Ap Adam. (See genealogy
of 1vI_rs. Hammond, i..,n _setch bf lvan B. Hammond, in
this work.

J..udge F_assett wasetucated in the public schools of his
nh{ive place and at New. Lond0n.teademy, graduating at
the latter institution. Following his graduation he
taught seho01 at Franklin, Vt., Medina, O., Wolfe-
borough, Hillsborough, Hudson, ttollis and Deering. In
,862 he gave up-teaching as a profession and entered the
office of 5ohn 3/. Mugridge at Concord and later attended
H’arvard Law school, after which, in I864, he located at
Nashua and practiced his profession until his last sick-
ness. He Was commissioned justice of the police court
in 1876 by Gov. Person C. Cheney and held that respon-
sible position till his death. .Judge Fassett was a mem-
ber of the board of education six years, being president
of the organization the last three years of his service.
He also represented his ward in the constitutional con-
vention of x889. He attended the Unitarian church and
w.as a Free Mason.
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As a lawyer Judge Fassett was able and conservative, as

a judge he was careful, consistent in his ruling and
inflexible in his purpose to deal justly, while leaning

JAMES I]OUTELLE FASSE’I’T.

toward the side of mercy. His perceptive faculties were

remarkably well developed, and contributed in no small

degree to his success as a iudge; as did his gentlemanly
bearing and social qualities to iucrease the respect and

esteem in which he was held by his fellow citizens. As an

educator he ranked high, and, in the department of
which he made special study--mathematics--he excelled

beyond most professors and authors, lie was deeply
interested in whatever affected in any way the interests

of the public schools and was ever ready to solve hard

problems for students who sought his aid. He was

democratic in all things, and no of his generation
have attained greater popularity among their fellow-citi-

zens. This came about in part through the fact that he

had an even temperament, was a model of physical pro-
portions, an athlete and promoter of the sports of

the field. He was with all else great lover of domestic

animals and always the owner of perfect horse. In a

word Judge Fassett was an all round man, such as the

great masses of the people admire and follow.

Judge Fassett was united in marriage Sept. 9, I867, with

Ellen M. Morrill, daughter of Hon. HiramT., and Anne

(Mason) Morrill of Nashua. Seveu children were born

of their marriage James H., born Jan. H, 869, graduated
at Dartmouth college and at the present time, 895,
superintendent of the public schools of Nashua; Annie

M., born Aug. 25, 87; Nellie M., born Sept. 22, I873,
(lied Dec. 3, 876 William M., boru Jan. 28, 876 at the

present time cadet at the United States Military aca-

demy, West Point. Alice E., born Aug. 3, 877; Mary A.,
born Nov. 7, I879; Charles A., born April 2I, I884.

EDWARD HILL WASON.
Edward H. Wason, son of George A. Wason, was born

at New Boston, Sept. 2, 865. He obtained his education
at Francestown academy and at the New Hampshire Col-
lege of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, graduating from
the last named iustitution with the degree of B. S. in the
class of 886. Following his graduation he read law in
the office of George B. French at Nashua, and later
attended ieetures at the Boston University School of
Law, where he was graduated in the class of 89o with
the degree of LL.B. He was admitted to the New Hamp-
shire bar in March, 89o and immediately after opened
an office here. In 894, and again in 89, he was chosen
city solicitor, in the office of which he has shown tact
anti good ability, the awards against the city for damages
having been reduced to a minimum. Mr. Wason’s suc-

cess at the bar has been such as to give promise of
brilliant future. He is in company with George F. Jack-
sou, the firnl name being Wason & Jackson.
Mr. Wason has been prominent in the affairs of the city

and in politics. He has also had valuable experience as
a school master, having taught several terms as principal
of the Main Street Evening school while pursuing his
law studies. In 887 he was chosen sergeant-at-arms of
the New Hampshire senate and in 889 was re-elected to
the same position. In I89 he was chosen assistant clerk
of the same body, and in 893 he was re-elected to the
salne position. In i895 he was chosen clerk of the same

body, all of which attests his popularity and influence in
his party. In i89i Mr. Wason was elected a member of
the Nashua board of education, and in January, i895 his

associates recognized the valuable service he had rendered
by electing hi,u president of that body. He is treasurer
of the Nashua Driving Park association, a member of
Rising Sun lodge, A. . and A. M., of which he is a past
master, Meridan Sun Royal Arch chapter, Israel Hunt
council and St. George commandry, K. T., Edward A.

EDWARD IIILL ,VASON.

Raymond consistory, and Alleppo temple of Boston, also

of Nashua lodge, K. of P., and the City Guards club.
Mr. Wason is unmarried.
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EDWARD STEARNS CUTTER.

Edward S. Cutter was born in Jaffrey, March 27, 1822.
He is a son of Daniel and Sally (Jones) Cutter. Mr.
Cutter is a descendant of Richard Cutter, who emigrated
to this country from Newcastle, Eng., in i64o and settled
at Cambridge, Mass. His maternal grandmother was a

descendant of Henry Hastings, fifth earl of Huntington.
lle is a lineal descendant of Rev. Peter Hobart, agraduate
from Oxford college and an immigrant who became the
first settled min-
ister at Hingham,
Mass., and also
from John Pres-
cott, fourth gen-
eration from

James of Standish,
1564, who came to
Boston and Water-
town in 164o and
was the progenitor
of Col. William
Prescott of Revo-
lutionary f a m e,
and William H.
Prescott the his-
torian. On the
maternal side his
ancestors were
first settlers of
Bedford, Mass.,
Col. T/mothy
Jones of that
place being his
grandfather, (see
Brown’s history
of Bedford).
Three of his
eestors, including
the last mention-
ed,.were in the
RevoIutionary
War.
Mr. Cutter fitted

for college at New
Ipswich academy,
and was graduated
from Dartmouth
college in I844,
ranking in schol-
arship among the
best in his class,
w h ie h included
ex-Gov. Charles
H. Bell, Col. John
H. George, Con-

Hillsborough county, which office he held until June,
864, when he resigned. He removed to Manchester and
practiced law there and in Boston until 1876 when he
came to Nashua. Mr. Cutter is still in practice, (r895),
in partnership with his son, Henry A. Cutter. He is a
well read, careful and prudent attorney, who finds favor
and clients among conservative people who seek to con-
duet their important business without legal flaws and
thus guard themselves against the vexations incidental to
acrimonious litigation. In early life Mr. Cutter was a

gressman A. A. Ranney and Judge Mellen Chamberlin of
Massachusetts, and several others who have become dis-
tinguished in public life. He read law with Janes
Walker in Peterborough and afterwards with Daniel
Clark in Manchester, and was admitted to the bar in
December, 1848. Mr. Cutter commenced the practice of
his profession in Peterborough and continued there iu
practice till i858 when he was appointed clerk of the

supreme iudicial court and court of common pleas for

prominent leader
in the politics of
Hillsborough
county, but since
settling in Nash-
ua he has not
been active in
public affairs and
yet his party asso-
ciates insisted on
supporting him at
the polls for sena-
tor and one or two
other important
offices. He has,
however, pub-
licly advocated
modern innova-
tions in state laws,
instanced by the
Australian ballot
and other popular
enactments. Mr.
Cutter was, for
several years after
he came to Nash-
ua, a member of
the state board of
equalization. He
has been a fre-
quent contributor
to newspapers and
other publica-
tions, and is the
author of the
chapter ou the
"Bench and Bar,"
in this work. Mr.
Cutter is a nem-
her of the First
Congregational
church and socie-
ty, of Rising Sun
lodge, A. F. and
A. M., and Mr.
Horeb chapter,

Adoniram council, and Trinity commandery, K. T., Man-
chester. Mr. Cutter has been twice nmrried: first, May
2r, 85o, to Janette Swan, (laughter of Samuel and Janet
(Steele) Swan of Peterborough. She died in Amherst,
Sept. 14, I873. Mr. Cutter married for second wife
Sarah A. Lord of Limington, Me., Dec. 3t, I874- His
children were all by his first Inarriage: Edward Jones,
born July 5, 1855, a physician and surgeon of Leominster,
Mass., who married Nellie D. Greeley, oldest daughter of
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J. Thornton and Hannah A. (Morrison).Greeley, June I5,

i887 Henry Arthur, born Oct. 27, I857, attorney, Nashua,
who married Katherine M. Greeley (sister of Nellie D.,)
Oct. 7, 1885 Annie Louise, born June I3, 1863, died Aug.

3 I, 1877; Leonard Taylor, born Nov. 3, 1871, now a cadet

in the United States revenue service.

GEORGE B. FRENCH.

George B. French was born at Tuftonborough, Nov. 27,

1846 He is a son of James and Eveline A. (Moulton)
French. His pa-
t e r n ancestors

were among the

first settlers on the

eastern shore of

Winuipesaukee.
On the maternal
side his ancestors

were pioneers of

the wilderness.
They helped set-

tle the town where

they resided and

named it Moulton-
borough, which
name it has borne

ever since.
Mr. French be-

gan his education
in the public
schools of l[oul-

tonborough, to

which place his

pareuts removed
when he was ahout
five years of age,
and fitted for col-

lege at the New

Hampshire Con-
ference Seminary
and Female Col-

lege at Tilton, be-

ing student there
in 1866, 1867 and
1868. He entered
Dartmouth col-

lege in the last

year mentioned
and was graduated
in 1872. Follow-

ing his graduation
he was principal
of the high school GEORGE

in Milford two

years, after which he read law one year in the office of

Tadleigh & Wallace. Mr. French was influenced to

make the law his profession through early impressions o11

his mind of a brother of his mother, a young man whose

professional career was cut short by death. Leaving the

office of Wadleigh & Wallace, Mr. French went to Boston

and continued his studies in the office of Nathan Morse,
a former partner of A. A. Ranney, and attended lectures

at the Boston university. He was examined and admitted

to practee in Boston, May 4, 1876. On the first day of
the following September he removed to Nashua and began

the practice of his profession
remained ever since.

here, and here lie has

The prominence and success that Mr. French has at-

tained iu his profession warrants the statement that he

ranks among the best practitioners in New Hampshire.
He has a methodical mind, firmness of conviction, de-
cision, and is nervously energetic in whatever cause he is

engaged. Nothing goes by default with Mr. French. In
fact, he makes a careful and painstaking study--often
fathoming puzzling mysteries with the ability of a de-

tective of every
case in which he

’ is retained, and;,;; hence it happens
;" that when he. en-

ters upon a trial
he is fully pre-
pared to parry his

opponent and

meet the issue.
With him there is

none of the hesi-

tancy an d half-
heartedness that
often weakens a

cause. On the
other hand he is

earnest, forcible

and direct, keep-
ing the balance of
attention of court

and juror directed
to the problems
involved ou his
side. In a word,

no element of

weakness is per-
mitted to creep in,

and no impression
given that he

tertains any doubt
concerning the

final outcome.

Mr. French has

made successful
issue in a large
number of cases

that were involved
iu deception,
fraud and even

forgery, many of

which have be-

B. FHENCtt. COllie noteworthy.
His success before

a jury in summing up is found in remarkable faculty
for grouping, explaining and arguing scattered and ap-
parently conflicting testitnony in a manuer that, without

attetnpt at oratory or figurative speech, is persuasive and

effective. In a word, he is an all round lawyer, in coun-

sel reliable, in preparation and trial of causes intense,

and when questions of law carry him to the full bench he

is there found with untiring tenacity, searching every
corner for authority and every legal principle to sustain

his cause. Mr. French s also an interesting and in-

structive speaker, but, owing to the demands upon his



time in his profession, appears but seldom before the

public.
Mr. French gave the city several years of faithful and

valuable service as member of the board of education
and represented Ward four in the constitutional conven-
tion of t889. He was appointed by Governor Goodale as

one of the commissioners to revise the statutes of New

Hampshire, but resigned before entering upon the work,
not being able to see his way clear to devote the

necessary time to

it. Mr. French
is president of
the Nashua Trust
coInpany, a nleul-

bet of the First
Congregationa
society and of

Ancient York

lodge, A. F. anti

A. M. With all

else Mr. French is

an enthusiastic
sportsnan. He is

the owner, with
Dr. E. F. McQues-
ten, Dr. Bradford
Allen, ,Villiam H.
Beasom, Charles

J. Hamblett and

others of a club-
house in the wil-
derness of Maine
and thither at cer-

tain seasous of the
year, with one

or more of the

gentlemen me n-

tioned, he goes for
rest, recreation,
and the pleasure
that comes of fish-

ing, huntiug and
roughing it.
Mr. French was

united in marriage
at Milford, Dec.

24, 879, with
Sarah F. Burn-

ham, daughter of

D. S. and Harriet
M. Burnhan of
that place. Four
children have

been born of their

marriage: R u h

H., Robert A.,
Helen B., and

George M.

HNRY ARTHUR CUTTER.

Heury A. Cutter was boru in Peterborough, Oct. 7,

t857. He is a son of Edward S. and Janette (Swan)
Cutter. (lor ancestors see sketch of his father). Mr.

Cutter obtained his primary education in the schools of
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Manchester, to which place his parents moved in 864,
and was graduated in the English High school in Boston
in the class of i875 and at the Boston University Law
school, class of 879. He was admitted to the bar March
19, |88o, at Concord, and to the bar of the United States
circuit conrt Dec. 27, 882. Mr. Cutter has been in partner-
ship with his father since his admission to the profession.
He is an attorney who has thorough knowledge of the law,
who prepares his cases and presents them in systematic

and conpreheu-
sive nlanner, nlain-
taining his clients’
interest with vigor
and with clearness
and force of argu-
ment. Mr. Cutter
has been quite an

exteusive traveler,
having been in
every state and
territory in the
uuion, made three
ocean voyages
across the Atlantic
and traveled over
a great part of
Europe. In addi-
tion to his law
business he takes
an active part ,in
public affairs. He
was for some time
a trustee of the
Mechanics’ Sav-
ings bank, and a

director in the

Security Trust
company, and is
also a director in
the Feterborough
railroad. It is to
Mr. Cutter’s credit
that he organized
the Nashua .Board
of Trade of which

he was secretary
three years, and
which did some

effective and val-

uable work in lo-

cating industries
here. He wasalso

one of the organi-
zers and promot-
ers of the Masonic

building, being

secretary of the

corporation. Mr.

Cutter is a member of the First Congregational society, of

Rising Sun lodge, A. F. and A. M., of which he was mas-

ter in r884 and 885, of Meridian Sun Royal Arch chapter,
and of St. George commandery, K.T. He is also a mem-

ber of the order of Sons of the American Revolutoin.
Mr. Cutter was united in marriage Oct. 7, 885 with,

34
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Katherine M. Greeley. Mrs. Cutter is a direct descendant
of Matthew Thornton, the signer of the Declaration of
Independence. Her great grandfather was a Revolution-
ary soldier and was one of two from this section who were
wounded at Bunker Hill. Her grandfather was Col.
Joseph Greeley, who was a very successful nmn, and
prominent in the affairs of Nashua in the early part of the
century. He was one of those who started tlle Nashua
Manufacturing company, was an incorporator of the In-
dian Head National bank and its first president. Many
other institutions owe their establisment to him in part.
Horace Greeley, the famous iournalist, was related to the
family. On the maternal side her ancestors are the
Morrisons, Dinsmores and Nesmiths of Londonderry and
Windham, families that have been conspicuous in the
state since colonial times. The children of their marriage
are: Janet, born Jan. 20, 889; Madeleiue, born Dec. 6, I85O.

JOSEPH B. PARKER.
Joseph B. Parker was born in Hollis, Sept. I, 184o. His

career furnishes a forcible illustration of what a young
man may accomplish by perseverance and a determlna-

JOSEPII II. PARKER.

tion to win success. He obtained a good comnlou school
education in his native town, but this did not satisfy his
ambition. He therefore entered Dartmouth college and
hy making a manly struggle--sawing wood, taking care
of a horse, at one time keeping a boarding-house with
forty boarders, and also keeping bookstore, succeeded
in his purpose, and was graduated with tile degree of B.
A. in the class of 869, and received the degree of A. M.
in i872. During his college days and after graduating
he read law in the office of William H. Duncan. He
came to Nashua in 1876, was admitted to the bar in i877
and cominenced the practice of his profession in Septem-
ber of that year. Mr. Parker has done a large amount of
business as a real estate agent and as agent of tile Massa-
chusetts Mutual I,’ire Insurance company, besides taking
good care of the interests of innumerable clients. He

was united iu mariage Feb. 8, I882, with Emma L. Blake
daughter of b2. N. Blake of Woburn, Mass. He is a
member of the First Congregational church.

CHARLES J. HAMBLETT.
Charles J. Hamblett, son of Judson A. and Mary J.

(Perkins) Hamhlett, was born in Nashua, Jan. 31 I862;
He is a descendant on both the paternal and maternal side

CIlARLES J. |tAMBL/TT.

of Scotch-Irish ancestors who catne frotn the north of
Ireland and settled in Londonderry.
Mr. Hamblett’s parents ntoved to Milford shortly after

the birth of their son and it was in the public schools of
that town that he laid the foundation of his education.
He afterwards became a student at tile academy in Fran-
cestown, at which place lie completed his academic
studies preparatory to taking up his profession. Mr.
Hamblett then entered the law office of Judge Robert M.
Wallace at lVIilford, where he read law several months.
Later he read law and studied in the office of ex-United
States Senator Bainbridge Wadleigh iu Boston, and
finally, after a full course of study, was graduated at the
law school of the Boston university. He was admitted
to the New Hampshire bar in 1889 and at once opened an
office in Nashua.

Mr. Hamlfiett has always taken a very decided interest
iu public affairs. He served the state in 887 as assistant
clerk of the senate, and in i889 as clerk. In 1891 1892 and
1893 he was city solicitor of Nashua and frmn i894 to 1897,
three years, was president of tile common council of
Nashua. Besides these conspicuous positions he has
held other trusts, in private bodies and societies, in all of
which he has won tile admiration and esteem of his
associates.
Mr. Haulblett possesses good natural and acquired

ability. He is a good lawyer and an earnest man in what-
ever he undertakes. In politics he is a republican, and
in every campaign since attaining his lnajori;y he has,
under the auspices of the state committee, addressed the
people of the state upon pending issues. He is a brilliant
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and forceful speaker whose services are always in demaud
not alone in political campaigns, but as a Memorial Day
orator and addresses upou widely different themes.
Mr. Hamblett was united in marriage Oct. 4, I894, with

Georgie E. Stevens, daughter of David and Cornelia
(Sawtelle) Stevens of Nashua. Mrs. tiamblett is a de-
scendant of an English family that came to this country
in early colonial days. One child, daughter, has beeu
born of their marriage. They attend the services of the
First Congregational church.

GEORGE F. JACKSON.
George F. Jackson was born at Canning, N. S., Feb. t4,

I864. He isa son of James T. and Sarah R. (Smith)Jack-
son. On the paternal side he is a descendant of William

Jackson o Medford, 1’,1. S., whose father was a native of
Lancashire, Eng., and on the maternal side of James
Smith o Oldtown, Me., his grandfather being William
Smith of \indsor, N. S. His genealogy connects him
with the Shaws, Aikins, Vaugns and Parmenters all

prominent families in Nova Scotia, the Vaugns coming
front London, Eng., and the others from Rhode Island.
Mr. Jackson was educated in the Rice, Dwight and

Lowell public schools of Boston, Mass., to which place
Ms parents renmved when he was a child. Upon leavin
school he entered the dry goods trade in a Boston house
where he remained three years. He then accepted a posi-
tion as travelling salesmen for a fancy goods and import-
ing house and was on the road some more than four years.
Tiring of travelling he cane to Nashua and obtained
employment in the mills of the Nashua Card and Glazed
Paper company, where, Feb. 4, 1888, while at work on a

plating mahine, he met with an accident by which he lost
his right forearm. Shortly after his recovery he decided
to read law and for that purpose entered the office of Capt.
Henry B. Atherton, where he pursued the study of law
for two years. Theu entering the Boston University
school of law he received his technical training aud tvo

years later was graduated with the degree of LL. B.,
having taken the entire three years’ course in two. Upon
the following July he was examined at Concord for
admission to the bar in this state, and after a searching
examination of two entire days he was admitted as an

attorney and counsellor at law, standing at the head of a

class of thirteen candidates for admission. He imme-

diately forned co-partuership with Edward H. Wason,
under the firm name of Wason & Jackson. He was elected
city solicitor in i897.

(;lf)l{(; I I. ACKS)N.

Mr. Jackson is something more tbau a successful attor-
ney. He is an active society man, being a member of

John Hancock lodge, A. F. and A. M., Mount Vernon
Royal Arch chapter, Roxbury Council of Royal and
Select Masters and Joseph Warren comnmndery of
Knights Templar of Boston. He is a member of Penni-
chuck lodge, I. O. O. F., Evening Star lodge, K. of P.
and Watananock Tribe of Red Men of Nashua, the Phi
Delta i’hi law fraternity and the Sigma Alpha Epsilon
college fraternity and was for five years a nlember of the
Roxbury City guards, Company D, First regiment, Mas-
sachusetts volunteer militia, and is at present a member

of the Roxbury Artillery Veteran association of Boston.
Mr. Jackson was united in marriage Dec. 31, 1888, with

Mabel L. Alexander, daughter of Don P. and Martha

(Clement) Alexander of Nashua.



THE BENCH AND THE BAR.
BY E. s. Cu*r’rEl.

N THE early settlement of New England every town of any considerable importance, preseni or

prospective, had among its inhabitants a member of the legal profession. The exigenci.es of the
times seem to have demanded the aid of a resident lawyer immediately accessible for consulta-
tion. The administration of the municipal affairs of the towns in those early times, the laying

out and building of public highways, the settlement of disputed boundary lines between adjoining
land owners, the conveyance of land titles among a people little accustomed to the rules and forms
of law, and the enforcement of laws against criminal offences, taken in consideration of the lack of
facilities for communication between one town and another, owing to the want of good roads, all
combined to demand the presence and aid of a resident attorney; and throughout New Hampshire
from Massachusetts to the borders of Canada in those early times and down to the present century, in
every village of any considerable size, could be seen the lawyer’s office located on some central street
or square usually a small one-story wooden structure, in size about twenty by twenty-five feet, with a

hipped roof, the door in front near one corner, with a lawyer’s sign over it. Such was the typical
lawyer’s office in those early days. It was a center of influence and information for the country
around, and thither came the farmers and the villagers with their questions of law, of politics, of
economics and sometimes of theology, for the village squire" was supposed to know almost every-
thing on every subiect, and "what he did not know" the old farmers used to say "wasn’t worth
knowing." The lawyers in those times were all Or nearly all graduates of some one of our New
England colleges,--in southern New Hampshire mostly of Harvard University,--gentlemen of culture
for those times, of broad practical scholarship and knowledge of affairs.

They held the office of a justice of the peace at a time when that office was bestowed upon a few
only and was considered an honor and a distinction, while at the present time, (897), it is merely an
office of business convenience. The influence of the legal profession in those formative times, scat-
tered as were its members among the towns throughout the state in moulding and directing the
municipal governments of the towns, those miniature republics which formed the bed-rock of the
larger and tnore magnificent republics of the state and the nation, was salutary and invaluable; and
the population of agricultural New England during the first half of the present century turnished the
best population known in history for the support and maintenance of a republican form of government,
the farmers residing on the hillsides and in the valleys owning the farms on which they lived, which
with assiduous cultivation produced in abundance all the necessaries of life.

Soon afer the early settlements became permanently established on the banks of’the Nashua
river between Mine Falls and its confluence with the Merrimack river, constituting Indian Head
village in Dunstable, as that village was first termed, before Nashua was incorporated, Daniel Abbot,
a young lawyer who had for a short time been practising his profession at Londonderry, left that place
and came to Dunstable and opened a law office, t-Ie was the first lawyer settled within the
confines of Nashua. I-Ie was born in Andover, Mass., Feb. 25, 777 and was a son of Timothy and
Sarah (2kbbot) Abbot, one of the leading and most ancient families in that to.wn and a lineal descen-
dant from George Abbot, one of its first settlers. I-Ie was a graduate of I-tarvard University in the
class of 797,studied for his profession first in the office of Ichabod Tucker in Haverhill, Mass., and
finished his student course in the office of Thomas W. Thompson in Salisbury at that time, one of the
leading lawyers in New Hampshire, was admitted to the bar in i8o and soon after opened a law
office in Londonderry, where he remained till the next year, I833, when he removed to Dunstable.

The first law office occupied by Mr. Abbot in Dunstable was in the south part of the village,
south of the Harbor" as now known and near where the old meeting-house stood. Subsequently
he occupied an office in a new building standing where the Whiting now stands, called "The
Tontine," and later on he built a dwelling-house for himself and family on the north side of the
square which bears his name and an office immediately east of it on the same square, which he con-
tinued to occupy as a law office until his death.
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In 86 Benjamin F. French commenced the practice of law in Dunstable. He was the son of
Frederick and Grace (Blanehard) French, born in Dunstable on the second day of October, 1791, a

graduate of Dartmouth College in the class of 812, studied law in the office of Charles H. Ath-
erton in Amherst, was admitted to the bar in i8i6 and immediately opened a law office in his native
town. He was for many years a partner in the law practice with Dan.iel Abbot under the style
Abbot & French till I83I, when he received the appointment of agent of the Jackson company, then
recently organized, which office he held for several years with great, credit to himself and success to
the.m.anufacturing company. Afterwards he received the appointment of agent for the Boott Mills
in Lowell, Mass., to Which place he then removed and there resided till his death, May i6, 1853.

Nov. 15, 1819, he was united in marriage with Mary S0uthgate Leland, of Saco, Maine, daughter
of Hon. Joseph Leland and sister of the Wife of the late Dr. Nathan Lord of Hanover, for many years
president of Dartmouth College.

Mr. French was a gentleman of scholarly attainments, !iterary taste and cultured manners, and
was a leader in social life. As a lawyer he was well versed in tiis profession, and his opinions on

questions of law and his excellent judgment in matters 6f business commanded universal respect
among his townsmen. He was elected a representative from his native town to the General Court in
I825, 1826 and 18 29.

Peter Clark, Jr., was in the practice of law in Nashua from 1833 to I84I. He was born in Lynde-
borough April 29, 181o, son .of Peter and Jane (Aiken) Clark, a graduate of Dartmouth College in
the class of I829 studied law in the office of i-Ion. Edmund Parker in Amherst and at the New Ha:en
Law School, was admitted to the bar in 1832 and first opened an office for the practice of law in Frances-
town, where he remained one year and then removed to Dunstable (Nashua). Mr. Clarkwas
thoroughly versed in the law and took a high rank in his profession. He was a gentleman of fine lit-
erary tasts, of popular address and superior business talent.

His talent for general business tended to withdraw him from the more immediate practice of his
profession and turned his attention to more active business affairs. He took a very active part in the
building of the Concord railroad, and for several years and at the time of his death was the treasurer
of the corporation.

He was married on the twenty-eighth day of May, 1834, to Susan, the daug.hter of Nathaniel
Lord of Kennebunkport, Maine, by whom he had four children. Mr. Clark died on the twenty-ninth
day of May, 1841, at Nashua.

1-ton. Charles F. Gove was born at Goffstown, May 13, 1793, died at Nashua Oct. 21, 1856. He
was a son of Dr. Jonathan and Polly (Dow) Gove. lie Was graduated at Dartmouth college in the
class of 1817, read law in the office of ffosiah Forsaith in his native town and at the Dane law school,
and was graduated at the Harvard law school in 182o with the degree of LL.B. I-Ie practiced in
Goffstown till 1839, when he removed to Nashua.. During his residence in Goffstown he served the
town as clerk two years, was assistant clerk of the house of representatives in 1829, representative in
the legislature in 1830,-1831, 1832, 1833 and 1834, and was a member of the senate and its president
in 1835. He was solicitor of Hillsborough county in 1834 and 1835, when he was apointed attorney-
general of the state and served until 1842. He was circuit iudge of the court of common pleas from
1842 to 1843, and then became superintendent of the Nashua & Lowell railroad, which position he
held’until his death. He was a man of great energy of mind but Unfortunately possessed a feeble
constitution. He married, Sept. 22, 1844, Mary Kennedy, daughter of Ziba Gay of Nashua.

General Aaron F. Stevens was born at Londonderry, now Derry, Aug. 9, I819; died at Nashua
May io, 1887 He was the only son of Capt. ohn F. and Martha Stevens, both of whom were
natives of Massachusetts. Captain Stevens, who had followed the sea for many years, settled at
Londonderry shortly before the birth of his son. Here he remained until 1828, when he r.emoved to
Manchester. Three years later h.is parents removed to Peterborough, where they remained until 1838,
when they settled in Nashua. At Peterborough he worked in a factory under the management of
Governor Steeple, and during his residence there alternated between the mill and the public school.
In the meantime the savings of the family enabled him to return to his native place and attend the
Pinkerton academy. About the time 6f his settlement in Nashua he learned the machinist’s trade.
He was, however ambitious to fit himself for a profession, and one evening while attending the trial
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of a case in which the late Judge George Y. Sawyer was counsel, he made up his mind that the law
offered him a field in which he could hope to succeed. Shortly after he called on Judge Sawyer and
unbosomed himself, Judge Sawyer, who had a keen insight into character, was favorably impressed
with him, and while encouraging him in his desire, urged the necessity of obtaining more of an
education than he possessed.

For two or three years he toiled early and late at his trade, and, with the assistance of his-sisters,
attended the Nashua Literary institution, of which Prof. David Crosby, who fitted .scores of young
men for useful and honorable careers, Was :principal. After making satisfactory progress in his
studies, and after entering the office of Judge Sawyer in 1842, he taught district school in several
places. In 1845 he was admittedto the bar, and-at once became a partner with Judge Sawyer. The
young attorney, notwithstanding he was surrounded by giants in his profession men who had the
advantage of a collegiate educationrose rapidly in his profession, and was soon recognized as a man
of learning, natural ability, and a lawyer capable to cope with the most successful members of the
bar. I-tis partnership Continued until 1858, when, Judge Sawyer being debarred from practice by
reason of being on the bench, he became a partner with the late Judge Aaron W. Sawyer, which
continued until the war broke out, and was renewed at the close of the war, and again at the close of
his congressional career. His last partner was Judge .E.E. Parker, now of the court of probate.

General Stevens was engaged in the trial of many of the most intricate,cases, both civil and
cr.iminal; he was county solicitor from 1856 to 1861, and held the position of city solicitor of Nashua
at different times as many more years. I-Ie was always thoroughly prepared for :battle and deeply in
earnest for his client. Although tenacious, he never invoked the impatience of the court or resorted
to tricks, subterfuge or cunning, and he had a happy faculty of placing himself on friendly relations
with opposing witnesses and iurors. I-Iis pleas showed the skillful tuition of the elder Judge Sawyer,
in that they were perfect in their.oratorical delivery. Their honesty and freedom from cavil, and
their courtesy to opponents always carried great weight with-a iury. He invariably, like the elder
Sawyer remained a respectful distance from the panel, never descending to familiarity, common-
place talk or truckling. In this way he came to be admired. When he was arguing the most
ordinary case, a crowded room was no uncommon event. So much for the lawyer.

As a soldier no man from New Hampshire civil life made a more honorable or patriotic record.
When the cry to arms came he at once offered his services to the government, and was commissioned
major in the First New Hampshire volunteers. His regiment took part in the movements at. Harper’s
Ferry, but escaped battle. At the end of his enlistment, three months, he was honorably discharged.
His patriotic impulses, however, would not allow him to remain at home, and so in the autumn of
1862 he accepted the colonelcy of the Thirteenth regiment New Hampshire volunteers, and followed
the fortunes of that brave command until the close of the war. At Fredericksburg "he led his
regiment into the vortex of death," says the New Hampshire reports, "moving forward in line of
battle." Being repulsed, he and Colonel Donohoe of the Tenth New Hampshire regiment, re-formed
their commands under a murderous fire with the intention of renewing the charge, but were ordered
to retire. In the action at Suffolk he commanded a brigade that included his regiment and led the
charge, "carrying the works at the point of the bayonet," capturing prisoners and guns. -He was
heavily engaged and performed heroic service at Walthall Road, at Sw.ift Creek, at Kingsland Creek
at Drury’s Bluff, and was wounded in the hip by a spent ball in the desperate charge at Gaines farm,
notwithstanding _which he took part the two days following in the battle at Cold Harbor. In the
attack on Petersburg, General Stevens was again a gallant, cautious and conspicuous leader. The
Thirteenth captured the works, battery five and two hundred prisoners, and General Burnham said
in his official report to General Brooks" "I desire sir, particularly to bring to your favorable notice
Colonel Aaron F. Stevens of the Thirteen.th New Hampshire volunteers, both for his personal
gallantry in charging the enemy’s works and for the able manner in which he handled his regiment
onthat occasion. To him and his regiment the success which was achieved is due in a very great
measure, and I take pleasure in recommendi.ng him for promotion." In the two days’ movement that
ended-in the assault on Fort Harrison, Colonel Stevens commanded a brigade and was a conspicuous
figure in the thickest of the fight, "receiving the attacks of the enemy in open ground." In the
final movement, carrying the fort by storm, while moving forward at the head of his regiment.and
brigade, and when within a few yards of the fort, he fell severely wounded in the hip,, and lay:where



he Jell until the tattered colors of his command, which had been shot into shreds during the action,
were planted u:pon the parapet and the victory was secure, when he was carried from the field. In
December following he was, for gallant and meritorious service, breveted briga.d’ier general. His
wounds did not permit him to take part in the final movements bout Richmond, although he was in
every engagement of his command.

in this connection it is appropriate to mention that General Stevens was on the platform vith his
comrades of John G. Foster Post, G. A. R., of which he was a .member, on Memorial day, 18.85.
George Bruce., major of the Thirteenth, .was the orator. Said Major Bruce" "when we entered
Richmond we missed at the head-of his command-one,who should have been there to-share our
triumphs; we missed one who in as gallant a charge as was made during the war, p!anted the tattered
flag of his country nearer Richmond than it had been before during the four years’ struggle,, and
who fell wounded in the fight. I need not name him here_. You nil know him. You all know him
General Stevens.": Every eye was dimmed with tears, and the geperal bent forward and wept like
a child. "It was a scene in its touching simplicity," says the reporter of the meeting, "that will
never be effaced from the memories of those who witnessed it.:’ On Memorial day, 1886, another
touching scene was enacted The procession made a detour, and upop approaching his residence
the band played "Hail to the Chief," and halting, drew up in line, saluted the general who stood
upon his piazza and was so overcome with emotion that. he was unable to speak. As-he san into
his chair he said- "Let me take leave of my comrades," but his friends begged him not to speak,
and told him that he would march with them many years. He saluted the veterans as they moved
away. The:Grand Army post of Peterborough is named in honor of hill. Aaron F. Stevens.

General Stevens was for more than thirty years a conspicuous figure and trusted leader in the
ReRublican party of New Hampshire. From the principles of this party he never for a moment de-
parted. I-Ie believed in them, and whether .in victory or defeat, whether in the ranks, in congress or
smarting because of not reaching the station which he felt due him because of his service to the state,
he was true assteel and ready to do yoman s6rvice by addressing the people on the issue. He was
originally a Whig. He represented this party in the state legislature in i849 and 1854, and as a dele-
gate in 1852 to the convention at Baltimore that nominated General Scott for the presidency. In 1853
and 1854-he was president of the common council of Nashua. He cur.oiled in the Republican
party at its -inception, and was elected to the legislature by it in I856 and 1857. In 1866, following
his service in the field, he was unanimously nomina-ed for congrcss and was elected the following
March. He was re,elected for a second term in March, i868, .and was nominated, but defeated at tire
polls by a few votes, in I87i. He served on the committee on Revolutionarp claims, on naval affairs,
and on treatment of Union prisoners. He ook a prominent part in many important debates, made
sevetal exhaustive speeches relative to naval affairs, and in February, 187o, he addressed the house
on ’ Grant’s administration," in which he fully sustained the president and denounced repudiation
and the expansion of the currency.

From 1876 to i883-’84 he was a Republican member of every state legislature, and uniformly
served on the committee on udiciary and other important debates and discussions. In 1879 he lacked
but two Votes of the nomination, which was 6quivalent to an election, for United States senator’, and
in a long and heated contest for senatorial honors in 1883, he was one of the candidates whose friends
and admirers voted-for to the last. In the winter of 1883, while-at his winter home in Florida, he
met with an accident-which made it difficult for himto use his arm, and following the senatorial con2
test his health failed, so that during the -remainder of his life he was compelled to relinquish, the ex-
citement of political life. He was act-iv9 in the courts, however, until December, 1885. His speeches,
addresses and orations would fill -volumes, while a page of this book print would hardl3r suffice to
enumerate the important tr-usts-which he has held. The t-Iillsboro bar, standing in solemn silence,
passed a series of iresolutions presented by Gen. Charles I-I. Burns, in which this eulogy.appears"
’: In the death of General Stevens the bar of New I-!ampshir6- has lost o.ne of its most eminent mem-
bers and the state one of her most gallant and patriotic sons. Kind, C0ute0us; true, able and honest,
his .life has been one of g:reat usefulness, his example worthy of imitation, and his departure to a bet-
ter land is-preceded by a long and distinguished record-of manly and heroic deeds."

General tevens .w-as eminently a self-made man,a man.of the people. I-te was below no man,
a.zld bore himself-as abowe-n0"ma-n.--f-rom a society standpoint-=.wh6 was clean and honest. He lived
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close to tte pulse of the multitude, and was quick and accurate in judgment concerning What t-he
masses were think.ing about and whither public sentiment was drifting. In a word, ’he had cer.tain
and practical knowledge of men and hings, where others had an impractical knowledge that comes
of theorizing, t-Ie was a warm and generous friend, and if he had reason to distrust or dislike a man
he treated him courteous’ly and "let him alone." General SteVens attended the Congregational
church, but was not a professing member. He was an honored member of Rising Sun lodge, &:=F,
andA. M., and Of ffohn G. Foster post, G. A.R. I-Iis last appearance at an important public meeting
was at the General Grant memorial exercises at. the City hall in Nashua. He prepared a series of elo’-
quent resolutions f0r’that occasion, but, being in feeble health, they were read.by one of his Comrades,
Dr. R. ]3. PreScott. The most fitting eulogy that can he spoken of him is the peroration of his last see
oration, delivered before his comrades of the Grand Army on a Memorial day a few years before his.
death" Sleep, brave and gallantdead! Sleep in peace. Sleep in your graves of glory. Yours:is
the repose of. the warrior and patriot. No matter where your ashes rest, whether With kindred dust
or beneath the star-lie turf of southern fields whereon you fell, the benediction of com’ades a’nd
country shall fall in bannered and flowery tribute upon the green and grassy mounds that tell ,us

where you lie; your deeds and your memory embalmed in the hearts .of -the nation shall live in song
and story. No matter in what sphere of life in the days of peace you moved, that cotmtry shall
cherish the proud knowledge that in-the days of war.and danger your step was firm and steady to the
geat command, Forward! and now hereafter yolrs shall be a .national renown."

here were many touchi_ng scenes in the closing days of General Stevens’ cai-eer. A few m6nths
before he died,, and while at his winter hOme at Greylook, Florida, his mind wandered, but even in his
weakness, his loyalty to his comrades and his loved New ,.Iampshire dominated his dreams.- Again and
again he was heading his old command at Fort Harrison. In such hours tiis features were animated
with the excitement of battle and his voice was pitched t6 the height of command" "Forward !" he
would_ exclaim, "Forward! Order up the reserve, Steady! The fight is stubborn, but we Shall
win !" and when the delirium had pass.ed he Would urge Mrs. Stevens to take him home to his native
hills. His wish was gratified. Mrs. Stevens accompanied him home, and while pasing away he
ofen remarked that he had no misgivings-. I-te felt that he had championed the right cauge and
fought a good fight. I-tis body Was buried in the Nashua cemetery with military honors.

General Stevens was united in marriage, at the Methodist church at Nahant, Mass., May 19, 1861,
t9 Adelaide M. ff’ohson of Boston, Mass. _.Mrs. Stevens, who survives the general, followed the for
tunes of her husband in all his campaigns and when the battle was on was as near him as her safety
would permit_, she nursed him and his comrades in field and hospital, and few women are equally
loved and honored by a wider circle Of friends and acquaintances. There were nO children bytheir
marriage.

Benjamin F. Emerson was born in I-Iollis, July 3, 18o6, died in Nashua, Sept.. 6, 1884. He was
a son of the Nev, Daniel and Esther (Frothingha.m) Emerson, and a descendant on the paternal side of
Thomas Emerson, a baker, who came to Ipswich, Mass. before 1635 and was the ancestgr of most of
the name, many of whom have. become well known in New England. His maternal ancestors, the
Frothinghams, have been distinguished in Massachusetts in many generations.

Mr. Emerson obtained his primary education in the schools of his native place and. fitted for col-
lege in various academies.- He entered Dartmouth colteg in 1826 and remained two years. He then
went to Union:col!ege, N. Y., where he graduated in the class of 183o. Mr. Emerson then read law
in t-he office of B. M. Farley in I-Iollis .and attended lectures at Harvard law school. In 1836, shortly
after his admission to the-bar, he became a resident of Nashua and a partner of Aaron F.;Sawyer.
This partnership was dissolved in 84o and from that time .until his death le practiced by himself, his
o.ffice:being in the buildin,g on the north corner of Main and Fletcher streets.. For more than a quar-
ter of a centtry he gave his a.ttention largely tO matters before the.probate.court and had the-largest
and most successful practice in that line, (in which he was unsurpassed), of any man in the county,.
Mr. Emerson was an active re,an of affairs. He was one of the leadi:ng-citizens in the town of Nash-
ville, being a member of its board of selectmen4n 1852, when the first iron bridge was built over the
Nashua river ’to replace a wooden structure that was carried away .in the freshet f that year.: In
1859 he represented Waid One in the board of tldermen in 186o, in the legislature; .and in 1876 in



the constitutional convention. He was a useful and reliable citizen who enjoyed the confidence and
respect of the community.

Mr. Emerson was twice married" first, with Eliza Kendall of Bedford, who died Sept. 26, 187o;
second, with Mrs. Caroline C. Morse of Nashua, who died March i. 1886. His children, two sons,
were by his first marriage" Benjamin K., born Dec. 2o, I843 professor of geology at Amherst college;
Charles E., born Oct. ii, 1846, civil engifieer, Nashua.

Aaron P. Hughes was born in Windham May 7, 1815; died suddenly at Worcester, Mass., when
returning from Washington to his home in Nashua, Feb. 23, 1864. His grandfather was a Scotch
Presbyterian and emigrated to this country from England in the middle of the last century. His
father was Capt. Barnet Hughes, a carpenter and widely known in Rockingham county. Both of his
parents were members of the Presbyterian church’and were remarkable for their native talents, and
were well known and much respected in the community where they resided.

Mr. Hughes obtained a common school education and learned the carpenter’s trade of his father.
I-Ie obtained a situation at Methuen, Mass., in the employ of David Gillis, afterwards a prominent
cotton manufacturer and resident of Nashua, and while employed in his trade unfortunately cut his
arm with a chisel or some other tool. The wound proved serious and he lost his arm. Being thus
incapacitated to obtain a livelihood at mechanical pursuits, he turned his attention-to letters as a
profession. I-Ie attended schools at the academies in Derry and Hancock. I-Ie early distinguished
himself as a declaimer, and while at Hancock was always at the head of his class. Completing his
education at the last named place he entered the law office of Aaron F. Sawyer in Nashua in 1842
and in 1846 was admitted to the bar. He then opened an office in Nashua, and, with occasional
intervals, practiced in his profession until his death. He was a lawyer of acknowledged ability and
distinguished eminence as an advocate.

In the first year of his political career he was an active and influential Whig, and as such was
elected to represent the town of Nashua in the legislature. From 1848 to 1852 he held the office of
postmaster under Taylor’s and Fillmore’s administrations. Subsequently he dissolved his affiliation
with the Whig party and joined the Democratic party, by which he was elected to represent Ward
one in the legislature. Mr. Hughes was the Democratic candidate for mayor against his brother-in-
law, Aaron W. Sawyeri in 1860, and was defeated by a few votes. He had an active, shrewd and
far-seeing mind and with all was a public speaker of force, argumentative ability and persuasive
eloquence. But life to Mr. Hughes was not made of law and politics. Thege were secondary
considerations. He was an earnest and sincere Presbyterian, like his ancestors before him, a teacher
in the Sunday school and a man in whom philanthropy was a leading characteristic, ttig fr_iends and
acquaintances recognized this fact, and because of it he had no enemies among those who were

politically opposed to him.
Mr. Hughes devoted a good share of his time to promoting the interests of plain, everyday

people, and to freemasonry. I-Ie was a director in the Pennichuck State bank of Nashua, first city
solicitor of Nashua in 1853 and 1854, held many positions of trust and procured the charter and
founded the Nashua Savings bank, of which he was the treasurer from its organization until .the time
of his death. He was made a Mason in Rising Sun lodge, and was its worshipful master in 1851,
1852 and 1853, was a member of Meridian Sun Royal Arch chapter, a select master and knights
templar., and by his worthiness had attained the highest eminence in the order, being a Scottish rite
Masor/of-the thirty-second degree, and having one of the bodies-of the consistory--Aaron P. Hughes
lodge of perfection named in honor.of him. At the time of his death he was grand-commander of
the grand consistory of New Hampshire, and illustrious second-lieutenant of the grand commandery
of the grand consistory of the supreme chiefs of exalted masonry for the United States, their
territories and dependencies.

His funeral, which was held in the first edifice of the First Congregatio.nal church, was attended
by the officers of all the grand bodies of Masonry in the state, by the commanderies of Manchester
and other places, by the blue lodges of southern New Hampshire, and representatives from masonic
bodies in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, Edward A. Raymond, whose name is borne ._by the
consistory of the valley of Nashua, the. only consistory in the state, being amoig those present.
The religious srvice, which was of a very impressive character, was conducted by-Roy. Charles J.
Hill, and the burial rite of the order was feelingly Rerformec.-by William W, Bailey, worshipful



master of Rising Sun lodge. The body was buried in the Nashua cemetery, and all the members of
the ancient order cast a sprig of the acacia upon the casket, the symbol of their faith, and the
tomb was closed.

Mr. Hughes was united in marriage Nov. 17, 1845, with Charlotte L. Sawyer, daughter of Aaron
F. and Hannah (Locke) Sawyer. (For ancestors see sketch of her father). The children of their
marriage are James A. D., born Sept. 6, 1846, graduated at Dartmouth college, 1868, and at West
Philadelphia Divinity school, 1874, ordained in the ministry and pastor of the St. Andrews church,
Philadelphia, married Emma A. Mieninger, 1884; Aaron Porter, born Feb. 2o, 1849, graduated at
Dartmouth college, 187o; civil engineer, resides in Nashua.

I-Ion. Bernard B. Whittemore, son of Bernard and Jane (I-Iolmes) Whittemore, was born in
Boston, May 15, 1817, died at Cambridgeport, Mass., March 3, 1893. His paternal ancestors were
natives of Hitchen, Hertfort county, Eng., Thomas Whittemore being the first to settle in this coun-

try, at Malden, Mass., in I64I. His grandfather, Nathan Whittemore, a Revolutionary soldier, set-
tled at Peterboro’ in 1781, at which place both his parents were born. On the maternal side his
ancestors came from Londonderry in the north of Ireland in 1740 and settled at Londonderry in this
state. His grandfather, Nathan Holmes of Peterboro’, was a Revolutionary soldier and a prominent
man in affairs of his town.

Mr. Whittemore attended the public schools of his native town and Mont Vernon academy. He
fitted for college at Phillips’ Exeter academy and entered Harvard college in the class of 1832, E. E.
Hale, D. D., and Nathaniel E. Baker, afterwards governor, of New I.iampshire, being among his
classmates. Mr. Whittemore graduated in I839 and then read law in the law school of the same col-
lege.’ He was admitted to the Hillsboro’ bar in 1842, practiced a few years at Palmer, Mass., and
Amherst, and then, in I846, in connection with his brother, Francis P. Whittemore, purchased the
Nashua Weekly Gazette, which he edited from that time to July i, i88, meantime, in 1872 founding
and editing the Nashua Daily Gazette. Mr. Whittemore represented the district in the state senate
in 1852 and 1853 and was the first Democratic candidate for mayor in 1853. He was the mayOralty
candidate of his party in 1854, 864 and 1865. In I86O he represented his ward in the board of alder-
men, and in 1861 was city treasurer. He served the county two or three terms of five years each as

coroner, was a trustee in the public library a good many years, and from 1874 to 877 associate jus-
tice of the Nashua police court. Although bred to the law and serving a clientage during his active
years, the great work of his life was performed in the newspaper profession. As a lawyer he was a

safe adviser who seldom or never prosecuted in open court; as an editor sharp, incisive and plain
spoken. He served a generation in which more of personal controversy was expected and demanded
by party constituency than is admissable at the present time and served it faithfully from the stand-

point of his reasoning. Mr. Whittemore was a modest man and in his intercourse with his fellow-
citizens kind, obliging and considerate. He was a Unitarian and a bachelor.

I-Ion. Samuel T. Worcester, born in I-Iollis, Aug. 30, 18o4, died in Nashua, Dec. 5, i882.
He was a son of Jesse and Sarah (Parker) Worcester and brother of Joseph E. Worcester, author of
Worcester’s dictionary. The Worcesters came of an old and distinguished family; men who made

their impress upon the laws of the land, who distinguished themselves in all the wars of the country,
who have graced bench, bar and pulpit and walked in paths of honor in the mercantile and agricul-
tural world

Judge Worcester was educated in the public schools of Hollis, in Pembroke and Andover acade-
mies, and was graduated in Harvard college in 183o. After leaving school he was principal for one

year of an academy at Weymouth, Mass. He read law in the office of B. M. Farley at Hollis, was
graduated at the Harvard law school in Cambridge, Mass., settled in Norwalk, Ohio, in 1835, and
continued the practice of law there until 1867 when he removed to Nashua.

Judge Worcester was a member of the Ohio senate in 1849 and 185o. In 1859 he was elected dis-
trict judge of the Tenth Ohio iudicial district, and, in 1861, while holding that office, was elected a
member of congress, in which body he served at a critical period in the history of the country, and
with credit to his constituents. In Nashua he was looked up to as one of the most distinguished of
her citizens. He practiced his profession but little, being city solicitor in 1869 and i87o, but, on the
other hand, found pleasure and contentment in efforts to advance the cause of education by serving
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the city as a member of the board of education. His publications were" 1831 Sequel to the Spell-
ing Book; 1833, "American Primary Spelling Book;" 1871 Revised edition of Worcester’s Com-
prehensive and Primary Dictionary;" 1871 "Old and New, or the School System of Ohio and. New
Hampshire Compared; 1872, oration, "Bi-Centennial of Old Dunstable and Nashua." This was a
masterly production, of finished rhetorical language, and permeated with eloquent sentiment. His
last publication--a monument to Ilismemory--was The History of Hollis." Among ilis posthumous
papers, now in possession of the New Hampshire Historical society, is an exhaustive article conclu-
sively showing that a maiority of the troops engaged in tile battle of Bunker Hill were furnished by
New Hampshire. Judge Worcester, in religious matters, was a Swedenborgian.

Judge Worcester was married May 13, 1835, to Mary F. C., daughter of Samuel Wales of Stough-
ton, Mass. Mrs. Worcester was a finely educated woman, and here, as in Ohio, was among the
foremost in inaugurating and successfully carrying forward lecture courses and in contributing time
and money to all charitable objects. Sile died in Nashua, April 29, !874. There were no children
by their marriage.

I-Ion. Charles W. Hoitt was born in Newmarket, Oct. 26, 1847. He is a son of William K.
A. and Sarah C. (Swain) ttoitt, and a descendant of John Hoyt, one of tile original settlers of Salis-
bury, Mass., who was born about i6io in England. On the maternal side he is a descendant of
Pilineas Swain who served at Bunker Hill on the American side.

Judge Hoitt attended tile public schools at Dover and was fitted for college at Franklin academy
in that city, and by a private tutor. He entered Dartmouth college in 1867, and was graduated in
the class of I87I. During tile autumn and winter of i87i and 1872 he taught school at Sherborn,
Mass. He read law in the office of Samuel M. Wheeler at Dover from February, 1872 to the latter
part of August following, when Ile came to Nashua as master of the Mr. Pleasant school. While
under Ills care the school reached a high standard of scholarship, and at the same time ile introduced
and enforced discipline--which before ilis time ilad not been satisfactory to the board of education or
tile parents of the district--tilat made the school one of tile model ones of New England. In i874
tile board of education reluctantly accepted his resignation, and he became an usher in tile Lincoln
grammar school in Boston.

Judge Hoitt had reason to believe that he had made a success of teaching, but having made up
his mind some years before to enter the legal profession, and believing that procrastination was detri-
mental to his interests in that direction, tie resigned lais ushersilip in Boston in October, 1875 and re-

turned to Nashua and entered upon the study of law in tile office of Stevens & Parker. He was
admitted to the Hillsboro bar at tile September term, 1877, of the supreme court sitting at Nashua.
He was appointed clerk of the Nashua police court July 18, 1876 and held that position till Oct. I,

1881, when he resigned. I-Ie was city solicitor in 1885, 1886, 1887 and 1888, and April 25, 1889, he
was appointed iustiee of the Nashua police court, wilieil position he now holds. /ks an advocate,
Judge I-!oitt has taken high rank in his profession. His briefs and arguments are clearly drawn, and
his summing up before a jury is earnest and persuasive. As justice of the municipal court, he evinces
familiarity with the statute laws, impartiality in its application and has a decided leaning to mercy.
With all else Ile is a pleasing public speaker on political and secular themes.

Judge ttoitt, however, has not given his attention wholly to teaching, tile law and politics. He
Ilas been active in many directions. In 1872 and 1873 he was engrossing clerk of the legislature, and

during eight yeras he served the people on the board of education, of which body Ile was the official
clerk. He is a York rite mason and a member of St. George commandery, K. T., a Scottish rite
mason and a member of Edward A. Raymond consistory, thirty-second degree, a member of Penni-

eiluck lodge and Indian Head encampment, I. O. O. F., Watananock tribe of Red Men, in which
order Ile has held tile office of great sachem of the state, Governor Wentworth colony of Pilgrim
Fathers, Lowell lodge of Elks, at Lowell, Mass., and the City Guards’ Veteran association. Judge
Hoitt is an Episcopalian.

He was united in marriage Jan. 14, 1875, with Harriet Louise Gilman, daughter of Virgil C. and
Sarah L. Gilman of Nashua. (For ancestors see sketch of iler father.) Two children were born of
their marriage" Richard Gihnan, born Nov. I, 1875. died Oct. i, 188o; Robert Virgil, bornNov. 19,

1882, died Aug. 22, 1889.



42o .H.[S7"0.R

Eugene M. Bowman was born in Manchester, July 23, 1838. He is a son of Jonas ]3. and Ase-
hath L. Bowman, and on the paternal side is ninth in descent from Nathaniel Bowman of Watertown,
Mass., who came to America in 1636 from England, and on the maternal side seventh in descent
from Daniel Ladd who came to this country from England in 1633 and settled at Salisbury, Mass.,
in 1837.

Mr. Bowman received his education in the public schools of Manchester and at New Ipswich
academy and Merrimack normal institute, lie is a graduate of Albany law school, studied law with
Herman Foster and was admitted to the bar in 1859 in Hillsborough county.

He married Sarah E. Parker in July, 1858. Mrs. Bowman is a daughter of Elkanah Phillips and
Sarah (Coming) Parker of Merrimaek, N. I-I., and is seventh -in line of descent from Capt. James
Parker who came to America from England in 1638 and died in Oroton, Mass., in 17Ol. Mr. Bow-
man came to Nashua in 1873, where he has ever since resided. Although a lawyer by profession he
has never practiced here, his time having been well occupied in other pursuits. I-Ie has held the
positionof city clerk for fifteen years, and other positions of trust, with honor and credit to himself
and to the satisfaction of his fellow citizens. I-Ie has always taken a great interest in Nashua’s wel-
fare and is highly respected and esteemed as a citizen. Mr. Bowman is a veteran of the war of the
Rebellion, having served in the Army of the Potomac, and participated in all the battles in Virginia
in 1862 and 1863; he was slightly wounded at the battle of Cedar Mountain in 1862. I-Ie attends the
Pilgrim church.

Lillian M., only child of Mr. and Mrs. Bowman, was born in 1859, and married Phineas Adams
Hammond, son of Dr. E. B. Hammond, of this city in 1884. One son, Roland Bowman, born July
26, 1887, is the result of their marriage.

Edwin ]3. Gould was born in Hillsborough, Jan. 24, 1839. He is a son of Jonathan S. and Sabra
(Booth) Gould. Mr. Gould is of Scotch descent on the paternal side and traces his lineage to the
Ooulds who settled in Topsfield, Mass., in 162o. On the maternal side he is a descendant of the
Booths who were among the first settlers of his native place, people of industrious habits and sterling
worth.

Mr. Gould was educated in the ptIblic schools of I-Iillsborotgh, at Appleton academy in Mont Ver-
non, where he graduated in the class of 1858, and at Kimball Union academy in Meriden, where he
was a scholar in 1859. After graduating in Mont Vernon he taught school. Mr. Gould commenced
reading law in the office of James F. Briggs at Hillsborough Bridge in i86o, and concluded in the
office of Francis M. Blood a Hillsborough Lower Village. t-Ie was admitted to the bar at the term
of the supreme court held at Manchester in January, 1864, and shortly afterwards entered upon the
practice of his profession at Stlneook, where he remained nine years, t-Ie moved to Lebanon in 1873,
and in 1876 came to Nashua where he still ontintles in practice and to meet with good success. Mr.
Gould has held a commission for several years as notary public and has been identified with affairs
for the public weal. He attends the services of the Pilgrim church, is a member of Howard lodge,
I. O. O. F., at Suneook, and Indian Head encampment of the same order at Nashua. He is also a

chevalier in the uniformed rank of the order.
Mr. Gould was tmited in marriage Nov. 18, 1868, with Eliza J. Kelsey of Nottingham, daughter

of John and Elizabeth Kelsey of tha place. There are no children by their marriage.

Royal Dexter Barnes was born at Northfield, Mass., June 18, I855. I-Ie ws a son of Warren M.
and Mary (Blodgett) Barnes of Litehfield, who removed to Litchfield when the subject of this sketch
was a lad. Mr. Barnes was educated in the public schools of Litchfield and at Crosby’s literary
institute, Nashua. He read law in the office of Sawyer & Sawyer, Jr., was admitted to the bar of
I-Iiilsborough county, and practiced in Nashua until his death, which occurred Aug. 28, 1891.

Mr. Barnes was a man of considerable natural ability, a well read lawyer, and had a large and
lucrative practice at one time. He was a man of very generous impulses, wifh a large circle of
friends. He was city solicitor for several years.

/Ir. Barnes married Idella E. Prescott, a daughter of Nathan O. and Lucy A. (Richardson)
Prescott, March 13, I878. Three children were born of their marriage" Royal Sumner, born June 19,
1879; Mabel Prescott, born Aug 23, 1883; Alfred Dexter, born Sept. 8, 1889.
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Charles D. Parker w.as born in Nashua, Dec. 17, 1861. I-ie was educated in the schools of his
native city and graduated from the Nashua Literary institute, of which Prof. David .Crosby was
prin-cipal. Mr. Parker attended French’s commercial college in Boston and finally settled dow.l to

the study of law in the office of George . Sawyer & SaWyer Junior. I-Ie completed his reading in
the office of Judge E. E. Parker, and was graduated at the Boston university of law and admitted
to the bar in 1886. Mr. Parker has made a gratifying success in his profession’-and has a bright
out-look for the future.

He was united in marriage Oct. 16, 1889, with ennie A Norris, daugkter of William H. Norris
of Holyoke, and has one child, Charles N., born May 23, 1891. I-Ie represented his ward in the con-

stitutional convention in 1889, and in the:legislature in 189o a-nd 1891. Mr. Parker is a nlember of
the Manchester lodge, No. 146, Elks; Granite lodge, I. O. O, F.; Evening Star lodge, K. of P., of
which he is-keeper of records and seals, and of Watananock tribe of Red Men in which he is a past
sachem and an officer in the great council. His cheerful deportment among his fellow citizens is of a

character that makes everybody his friend.

Jeremiah J, Doyle was born in New Boston, June 23, 1861. He is a son of John and Julia
(O’ Neil) Doyle.

Mr. Doyle obtained his education in the schools of Milford and Amherst, and be it said to his
credit, there is no man in I-Iillsboro county vho made a more manly struggle to better his condition
or whose career more completely illustrates the possibilities within the reach of those who have
courage and perseverance. I-Ie labored days and studied nights. He attended school when he could
but he never for a day gave up his books, often poring over ttiem by a dim light far into the night.
At the age of eighteen he commenced teaching in a district school and for the next two years he was
a schoolmaster of ability and popularity.

Having made up his mind-to study law he enteret the office of George B. French in Nashuain
1881, and here he applied himself to his task with the same earnestness and determination to gucceed

that-had characterized his previous career. By practicing self-denial he was able to take a three
years’ course at the Boston university of law, and Aug. 28, 1884, a full month before he had com-
pleted his last term in the instit-ution, he took an examination at the law term of the supreme 6ourt at
Concord and was admittedto the bar. He then opened anoffice in Nashua and by strict attention to
the affairs of his clients, by continued study and industry he has forged his way to the front ran’ks
of the profession and to recognition among the attorneys of the county as a foeman worthy of their
steel.

Mr. Doyle has also made an enviable record for himself outside of the legal profession. He has
proved himself an earnest debater, a man of original ideas, as well as a clear and forcible advocate,
and an able and energetic speaker on :public occasions. Mr. Doyle represented Ward Five in the board
of alderman in 1.886 and 1887, and served two years as city solicitor. -I-Ie was a member of the legis-
lature in 1887 and 1889 and in 1894, and was elected: to represent Ward Nine in the same branch of
the government in 1895 and 1896. As a member of this body, as when i-n’the board of- aldermen, he
had an active and intelligent part.

With all else Mr. Doyle is a society man. I-Ie has served division No. 2, Ancient Order of
I-Iibernians, as president; has been one of the foremost temperance advocates in the city; Was a char-
ter member and the first chief ranger of Court Indian I-I..e.ad, A. O. F., also was grand chief .ranger of
the Grand Court of New Hampshire; state president of the Ancient Order of H-ibernians and dele-
gate to the Omaha convention in 1892 member of the Granite State club (Manchester), and active
in the affairs of the Church of St. Louis de Gonzague; first delegate of Foresters to. Brooklyn con-
vention, 1891.

Mr, Doyl was -united in ma.rriage Nov. 8, 1886, with Luel!a ].-Lucier, daughter of Paul,.Jr.,
and Elizabeth (Brennan) Lucier. The children of their marriage are Lillian Elizabeth, born Aug.
16, 1887; Paul Jeremiah, ’born Feb. 19, 1891; Robert James, born March ii,.i894 and Mary Julia;
born Dec. 26, i895..

Stephen L. I-Iallinan was born at Fairfield, Vt. ]uly 26, i862. I-Ie is a son of Stephen and
Nancy (1Viellen) Hallinan,.both of whom are dead. Mr. I-Iallinan obta:ined a common school educa-
tion in his native town, and at the age of sixteen years went to Brigham academy in Bakersfield, Vt.
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In 1882 he commenced the study of law under Henry R. Start, Bakersfield, Vt., and was admitted to
the bar Oct. 30, 1884. tie practiced at liighgate, Vt., until December, 1886, and at St. Albans from
886 to February, 1889, and in the Spring of that year settled in Nashua, and still remains in the
same profession. While residing in Vermont he was state’s attorney of Franklin county to the inter-
est of his clients, lie is a member of the Church of the Immaculate Conception and the Clover club.
Mr. liallinan was a member of the legislature of 1895 and 1896 from Ward Five. Mr. Hallinan-is
unmarried.

Bertis A. Pease was born at Wilton, Me., Oct. 31, 1854. He was graduated at Wilton academy
in 878 and at Colby university in 1882. lie was principal of high school at Milford from 1882 to

1885. In 1886 he became a resident of Nashua and principal of the Mr. Pleasant school, where.he
remained until 1888, being one of the most thorough and satisfactory masters in New Hampshire.
Mr. Pease studied law in the office of Charles H. Burns, was graduated at the Boston university
school of law in 1889, and admitted to the liillsboro’ bar in the same year. lie entered upon the
practice of his profession immediately after his admission, and although he has given a share of his
time to the affairs of the Nashua Building and Loan association, of which he is secretary and attor-
ney, he has had a large and successful practice, lie is energetic and earnest in his advocacy of a
client’s cause and popular with all with whom he is associated.

Mr. Pease married, Jan. I, 189o, Linna ]3. Flagg, daughter of W. li. Flagg of Lowell. She is
an artist who ranks among the first in her profession. Their children are Eleanore, born April 16,
1891, Robert A., born Nov. 21, 1893, Theodore S., born April 7, 1895, and Dorothy, born Nov. 3,

1896. Mr. Pease is a member of Rising Sun lodge, A. F. and A. M., and the First Congregational
church.

William J. McKay was born in Pembroke, Me., June 13, I869. He is a son of Nell and Sarah
(McKay) McKay, descendant of the old Scotch Camerons and Morrisons. lie attended the public
schools of his native place until he was fifteen years of age when, in 1884, following the death of his
father, he became a resident of Nashua, attending the high school and graduating in the class of
888. He then read law in the office of William W. Bailey, and in 189o entered the Boston university
law school, where he graduated with the degree of LL.B. in 1892. Mr. McKay is a self-made man.
He has fought his way to the front single-handed and largely by teaching, having held the responsi-
ble position o principal of a city evening school five years. He is a member of Rising Sun lodge,
A. F. and A. M.

Alvin J. Lucier was born in Nashua Jan. 6, 1869. lie is a son of Paul and Elizabeth (Brennan)
Lucier. HiS father came to Nashua from St. Damase, Can., about forty years ago. lie attended the
primary and grammar schools and was graduated at the Nashua high school in i886. lie then
entered St. Hyacinth college in Canada where he was graduated in 889. Mr. Lucier read law in
the office of J. J. Doyle, attending the Boston law school and was admitted to the bar Jan. 31, 189,
at Concor!. He then became a partner in the busness of Mr. Doyle under the name of Doyle &
Lucier. Mr. Lucier is a member of the church of St. Louis de Gonzague, where he has been
organist for several years, liis brothers and sisters, as well as himself, are among the leading
musicians-of the city. In fact Mr. Lucier came very near choosing a musical career, but gave it up
for the more congenial profession of the law. Mr. Lucier was united in marriage Oct. 8, 1895 with
Katherine A. Doucet, daughter of Augustus F. Doucet, of Merrimac, Mass. They have one child,
Alvin Augustus, born August 7, ’896.

Edmund Parker was born in Jaffrey Feb. 7, 783 He was a son of Abel and Edith (Jewett)
Parker. lie graduated at Dartmouth college in I8o3, and read law first in the office of Samuel Dakin
of Jaffrey, afterwards, and finishing, with David Everett of Amherst, whom he succeeded in business.
lie represented Amherst in the legislature from the year 813 to and including 1826, being speaker
of the house in 1824, taking the place of Andrew Pierce, resigned, lie ws solicii:or of Hillsborough
county from 185 to 829, in which latter year he was appointed judge of probate, holding the office
until 1835. He was a lawyer of high standing at the bar. Mr. Parker removed from Amherst to
Nashua in_ i836, where he was agent of the Jackson Manufacturing company, lie represented
Nashua in the legislature for several terms, between the years 1849 and 1854 and was a delegate to
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the constitutional convention of 185o. He was president of the Nashua & Lowell corporation for
a time.

Judge Parker married Susan, daughter of Joseph Cutter of Jaffrey, in 1812, for his first wife,
by whom he had three children. His second wife was Mrs. Sarah {Leland) Boynton, daughter of
Joseph Leland of Saco, Maine.

William Barrett was born in Wilton, July 2, 1836. I-{e fitted for college at Appleton academy,
Mont Vernon, graduated at Harvard university in 1859 and at Harvard law school i..n I86I, and soon
after commenced practice in Nashua, He was a partner of It B. Atherton, from 1866 to 1872, I-Ie
was city solicitor and held other offices ol honor and trust. He was elected solicitor for Hillsboro
county in 1871. Mr. Barrett was a man of superior knowledge and bore the reputation of a man ex-

cellehtly Well read in his profession. In 1876 he moved to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he gained a
high reputation as a lawyer. He died at St. Paul Sept. 14, 1888, and his remains were brought to
Nashua where they were interred in the Nashua cemetery, Mr. Barrett was a thirty-third degree
Mason and had been grand master of New Hampshire and attained high position in other masonic
bodies. While in St. Paul, in 1888, he published a Work on the Genealogy of the descendants of
of Thomas Barrett, St., of Brantree, Mass.

Mr. Barrett married Sarah E., daughter of Christopher Page of Nashua, Sept. 24, i86i- Of this
marriage were born two children, William, who survives him, and a daughter Who died in childhood.

James F. J. Otterson was born in Nashua in 1855. He is a son of James P. S. and Aseneth H
Ot-terson.. (For further genealogy see sketch of J. D. Otterson i_n thig book ) Mr. Otterson received
his education in the common schools of his native place, graduating at the high school in 1875. He
read law in the office of Stevens & Parker and graduated at Harvard university law school. Afterhe
was admitted to the bar about 1879, he practiced for a short time in Nashua and then removed to
Marlborough, Mass., where he has ever since resided. He is now and has been for quite a number
of years clerk of the Marlborough police court and is a lawyer of standing and reputation. .Mr.
Otterson attends the Episcopal church; he is unmarried.

Leonard Freeman Burbank was bornin Melrose, Mass., Nov. 21, 1859. He is a son of Leonard
E, and Frances A. Burbank, and, on the paternal side, a descendant from Eleaser Burbank, one of
the original settlers of Bradford, Mass., and on the matern{1 side, from Samuel Varnum, who came
from Dracott, England, in 1649, and was the first settler in Dracut, Mass., and whose son John was
the first white child born in the Merrimack river valley. Mr, Burbank came to Nashua with his
father’s family in 186o. He was educated in the public schools of the city, graduating from the-High
school in the class of 1878 After graduation, tle attended the law school in Boston university, and
in the same year entered the law office of Stevens & Parker as a student. I-Ie was an excellent and
painstaking student, and at the close of his term was Kdmitted to practice as an attorney in the
IKillsborough county bar in. 1881. Soon after being admitted he entered into practice in partners.hip
with ]E. ]E. Parker. His partnership continued about one year ancl was dissolvel by mutual consent.
For several years after this Mr. Burbank practiced his profession alone, occupying an office in
Goodrich block. He then moved to Atlanta, Georgia, where he opened a law office and remained in
practice a short time and then returned to Nashua. Since his return his tastes and inclinations
--lying always in more artistic and literary lines than .those afforded by the dry and.dusty paths
of the law,--have gradually divorced him from the active duties of his. profession. Mr. Burbank is
an exceediiigly .well read lawyer, and had he continued in active practice, had the qualities necessary
to success. For the last few years he has been engaged_ in literay work, writing for newspapers and
magazines, and With gratifying success and ine.reasing popularity. Mr. Burbank has travelled
consider.ably in his own country, and-in 1893 made a tour of Europe. He is a popular and active
citizen and society man. He attends the Unitarian church, is a member of the Vesper Country club,
the Nashua Golf club, Sons of the American Revolution, and the Coon club. He is unmarried.

Lyman Demerrette Cook was born in Sandwich. He is a son of John D. and Elizabeth L.
(Perkins) Cook. I-Ie came to Nashua, with his parents, while yet a.lad, and passed through its
schools, graduating in the high school in the class of 1_878. He graduated from Dartmouth. college
in 18_8_2, and later from the law school of Boston university. In ,1887 he became a part.er of Geo.



A. Ramsdell, in the practice of law in Nashua, with whom he remained for about three years,
when he determined to give up the practice of the law for the ministry, and accordingly after the
usual probation was installed as a clergyman in the Methodist Episcopal church in 1891. I-Ie is now
a member of the Northern New York conference of that church, and bears the reputation of being an

eloquent and successful minister.
Mr. Cook was married to Effie L. Smith, daughter of Riley D. and Elmira J. (Sargent) Smith of

Nashua, March 31, 1891.

George Wilson Clyde was born at Dracut, Mass., October 23, 1865 He is a son of Samuel W.
and Hannah J. (Boles) Clyde of Hudson, coming there from Dracut in 1867. He was educated in
the common schools of Hudson, is a graduate of Dean academy, Franklin, Mass., and took a

special course of two years at Tuft’s college. He graduated at Boston university law school in

!894; was admitted to the bar in 1895, and soon after opened an office in Nashua, where he is
practicing at the present time. Mr. Clyde is a lawyer of good abilities, which argues well for a

successful and bright career in his profession. I-Ie holds the position of iudge of the Hudson police
court and is also a member of the Hudson board of education. I-Ie takes an active interest in civil,
political and social affairs and is a popular citizen.

Mr. Clyde is an attendant at the Universalist church, and a member of Hudson lodge, 94, I. O
O.F. He is unmarried.

Henri T. Ledoux was born in St. Albans, Vermont, Nov. 4, 1873, where he resided until Nov.
29, 1879, when he came to Nashua. He was educated in the public and parochial schools o Nashua,
St. Theresa classical college, St. Theresa, P. Q., and Boston university law school. Mr. Ledoux
has taken an active part as a young man in matters appertaining to the welfare of Nashua and its
citizens, whose respect and esteem he enioys. I-Ie was a member of the common council, from Ward
Three, in 1895 and 1896, a representative to the general court in 1897, and is also secretary of the
Democratic city committee, a member of St. Francis Havier’s churchmCatholicmthe society of the
League of the Sacred Heart, _Lafayette court, No. 44o, C. O. F., organizer and first president of Les
Montagnards club, and state chief ranger of the Catholic order of Foresters.

Mr. Ledoux is a rising lawyer, and, although young in the profession, has already a respectable
clientage. I-Ie is unmarried.

Walter E. Kittredge was born at Merrimack. I-Ie is a son of Walter and Anna C. (Fairfield)
Kittredge who is a daughter of Beniamin Fairfiell 6f New Boston. His father, who came to Merri-

mack from Billerica, Mass., and wh6 is now living at Reed’s Ferry, is the author of many popular
songs, among which may be mentioned "Tenting on the Old Camp Ground," which attained a na-

tional reputation during the war of the Rebellion and is still popular.
Mr. Kittredge was educated in the Common schools of Merrimack and McGaw normal i.nstitute,

and is a graduate of Dartmouth college, class of 1877. After his graduation he read law in the office
o John A. Andrews of Manchester. I-Ie opened anoffice in Nashua where he is now in practice.
He attends the Congregational church.

January z3, 1896, he married Addle L. Wilson, a daughter of Horace W. and J. (Burns)
Wilson of Merrimack. One child, Annie L., born Jan. 1, 1897, is the result of their marriage.

Among the lawyers who have resided and practiced in Nashua for a .short time, and who are

either deceased or living and moving in other and distant fields, or have failed to furnish notes for
sketches, and of whom time and space will allow only a brief mention, are William L. Carter, a son
of Joel Carter of this city, who practiced here some time from 1857 to 1862. Edward A. Dana, origin
unknown, a partner of G. Y. Sawyer for a short time about 1834. john W. Johnson. I.C. Bates
Smith, who came here from Worcester, Mass., in the seventies, and remained a short time, with his

office in Beasom block; he married a daughter of 5I. A. Worcester. C.B. Tilden, a son of Lucius
L. Tilden of this city, and brother of Mrs. George Gray, who has been for many years a successful
patent lawyer in Washington, D.C. Samuel M. Wilcox, at one time a partner of the late Aaron P.
Hughes, of whom it is said he was a good lawyer, and whose residence is now unkonwn to the writer.
Fabius E. Elder, a quiet; unpretentious, gentlemanly man, who occupied rooms for a sho)t time in the
Telegraph block, in the seventies, and left for other fields and pastures new. William J. Nutt, a
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brother of the late George W. Nutt of this city; Mr. Nutt was born in Nashua, studied law in the

office of Charles R. Morrison, practiced here for a few years and died leaving no family, many years

ago. Jesse B. Twiss, who studied law with W. W. Bailey, was admitted to the bar, had an office in

Beasom block, with R. D. Barnes, in the eighties for awhile, and finally removed to Jaffrey. James
A. Leach, a son of Libeous Leach of this city, who studied with W. W. Bailey, and had an office in

Telegraph block at the time of his decease, which occurred in the latter part of the eighties. Thomas

D. Luce, the present popular clerk of the supreme court of this county, who came here from Man-

chester. E.B. West, who was a partnerof A. F. Stevens a while, and who left here about 1863 for

Portsmouth. Lewis Smith, here in the fifties.
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