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STILMAN SMVIUEL DAVIS.
Stilmau S. Davis was born in Dnnstable, Mass., Oct.

14, ][826, died in Nashua May 26, 886. He was a son of

Dea. Mial and Lucy (Hutchins) Davis.
His immigrant aueestor on the paternal side, Barnabas

Davis, came to this country from Tewksbury, Eng., in

STII.MAN NAMI.IE.I DAVIS.

I635 and settled at Charlestown, Mass., and eventually
owned a good share of the land now composing Charles-

town, Mass., receiving the deed from the original Mr.

Bunker. On the nmternal side he was a descendant of

Scotch-Irish ancestors.
Mr. Davis was educated in the public schools of his

native place and at the Nashua Literary institution of

which David Crosby was principal. He came to Nashua

to reside when he vas seventeen years of age, and for a

number of years followed the occupation of a wood-
turner and cabinet-maker. His first veuture for himself

was in the soap manufacturing business, for which he

erected a commodious builling on Front street on the

site of the Howard Furniture company’s warehouse. The

enterprise was success, but for all that he gave it up
and bought the M. D. Knowlton paper-box manufactory.
By introducing modern machinery and systematic meth-
ods he built up a large and profitable business and con-

tiuued in it, although suffering one or two heavy losses

from fire, until his death, after which it was sold to

William H. Campbell, who conducts it at the present
time.
Mr Davis was Nashuan who responded with alacrity

to every public demand made upon his time, and who

was always to be found in the foremost ranks of those

who were endeavoring to aid their fellow-men and make

Nashua an ideal city. He represented Ward One in the

conlmon council in 1855,’but, his time being so occupied
with other affairs, declined further political honors,
including a nomination as representative. He served
the country four years during the war as paymaster in
the navy, being iu the Mississippi river squadron and
under fire It1 several of its severest engagements. Fol-

lowing the war he settled the affairs of the Cutting
Machine company and resumed his business. Mr. Davis
was a member of Rising Sun lodge, A. F. and A. M.,
Meridian Sun Royal Arch chapter, Granite lodge, I. O.
O. F., of which he was noble grand three years, and,
853, of the grand lodge of the same order of the state,
of which, I857, he was grand master and grand repre-
sentative to the Sovereign grand lodge of the United
States. He was also a member of John G. Foster post,
G. A. R., the Knights of Honor and Sovereigns of

Industry. Iu 87o Mr. Davis became a member of Nashua

lodge, K. of P., and February, 87I, he was elected
grand chancellor of the grand lodge of New Hampshire,
which office he held two years, meanwhile representing
itin 87t inthe supreme lodge. His energy and execu-

tive ability attracted attention and commanded the

respect of the members of the order, and when, in 874
owing largely to disaffection in Southern and Western
jurisdictions, it was serious questiou whether it was to
live or die, he was elected supreme chancellor of the
order throughout the world. Mr. Davis was a persuasive
speaker, conservative in his vie.s, a peace-maker and

thorough organizer, and therefore the field before him

gave hin: the opportunity of his life. He held the office

four years (being re-elected in 1876), during which tinfe
he visited the lodges iu every state and territory and in
Canada, made appeals for harmony, settled all differ-

euces, organized new bodies, made masterly reports, and

put the order on its feet and gave it the prosperity and

high standing it enjoys to-day. That he accomplished all

this and laid the order under obligations to him
abundantly shown by more than 2500 of its members who
came from near and remote places to attend his obsequies.
Mr. Davis vas a member of the First Baptist church. He

served it many years on the prudential committee as its

clerk, and, being a good singer, as chorister. His demise
was sudden. Mrs. Davis had been dangerously ill for
some time and he had been confined to the house with

palpitation of the heart--she died at early candlelight,
and, fifteen minutes later, while cgntemplating his loss
and overcome with sorrow, he sank into a chair and
expired. Their funeral took place at the Baptist church,
and they were buried in one grave in the presence of the

largest gathering of the people and secret order men

ever assembled in the city.
Mrs. Davis’ maiden name was Alvina C. Swallow; born

Dec. 3o, 828; married Nov. 5, i88. She was daughter
of Bera Swallow of Tyngsboro, Mass. Two sons were

born to them: Stihnan Eugene, born Feb. 3, 185o, who
married Martha L. Hutchins of Carlisle, Mass.; Frauk
E., born Aug. I3, i862, married Jan. 24, 883, Amy E.
Green of Nashua; Mary Bradley, adopted, graduated
Snfith’s college, married October, 895, Arthur L. Franks
of Manchester.

PATRICK BARRY.
Patrick Barry, son of Welsh and Mary (O’Brien) Bar-

ry, was born in County Leitrim, Ireland, Feb. 2, 837.
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tte was educated iu the public schools of his native place
and came to America, Aug. 8, 7853. He vent to work as
a farm haud on the old Daniel \Vebster place at Marsh-
field, Mass., and remained there until 1858. He then
went west and remained about year. In October, I859,

I’A’I’II ICK BARIIY.

he came to Nashua and during the next year was employed
by John M. Flanders as a carpeuter. The succeeding
year was spent farm in tIollis then two years in the

employ of the Nashua Iron and Steel company and two

years in Ottersou’s foundry, where he learned the

moulder’s trade. In October, 863, he was drafted into

the army, but, for reasons which were satisfactorily ex-

plained at ttlat time, he furnished a substitute, for which
be willingly gave up every dollar he possessed. He

worked iu Hudson at chopping wood, and at Wilton for

the Boston & Lowell railroad, where he had a paying
contract to fit wood for locomotives and used horse power
machines. In t868 he returned to Nashua, and during
the next four years was employed at the works of the

Francestown Soapstoue company. His uext shift, for, as

will be noted, Mr. Barry is a versatile man, was to the

Nashua Fire departmeut as a driver then to the police
department, where he served four years and won the

reputation of being one of the shrewdest and most suc-

cessful detectives of criminals in New England. In 1869
he formed a co-partnership with John H. Vickery, under

the name of Barry & Vickery, and embarked in the coal

business. The Nashua Coal company, iu which be is

interested, is, with the former business of J. w. White,

the successor of the firm. Mr. Barry, who has secured

conlpetency for old age, is now engaged iu taking care of

his real estate and attending to his business as under-

taker, he being the oldest iu that line in New Hampshire.
He is a man who appreciates the humorous side of life

and contributes to the goodfellowship of Nashuans,

is ever ready to lend belpiug hand in celebrations and
donates from his means to the causes that appeal for

help. Mr. Barry has served Ward Five one term in the

common council and two terms in the legislature. He is

a director in the Nashua Building and Loan association,

the Nashua board of trade, the Nashua Coal company,
and orgauized the Nashua Co-operative Iron Foundry
company, of which conlpany he was president for nine
years after its formation, member of the Church of the
Immaculate Conceptlou, the Ancient Order of Hibernlans,
the Nashua Foresters and Literary society, also a member
of the Knights of Columbus.
Mr. Barry was united in nmrriage, Aug. 8, t86, witb

Annie Moran, daughter of Johu and Mary (McGlynn)
Moran. Six chihlreu have been boru of their marriage
John W., born Feb. I4, 863, died Dec. 25, 188o; James,
born July 3, 866, married Mary Gleason of Nashua;
Timothy, born iu June, 868; Matthew, born May 3
87I; Patrick, born Sept. 8, 873 William, born March
3, I878-

BENJAMIN BAILEY OTIS.
Benjamin B. Otis was born at Canaan, April , 85o. He

is a son of Paul and Laura M. (Knight) Otis. (Forances-
tots see sketch of his father.)
Mr. Otis, who came to Nashua in 1852 with his parents,

was educated iu the public schools of Nashua and gradu-
ated at Bryant & Stratton’s business college in Boston.
His business, being the successor of llis father, is that of
a dealer in sash, doors and blinds. Mr. Otis has always
been an active and progressive citizen who believes in
Nashua and has done and is doing his part to further all
the ends it aims at. He represented Ward One in the
common council in 89 and 1892 and in the board of
ahtermen iu 893 and 894, and was elected to the legisla-
ture to represent the same ward in the session of 895 and
1896. He was a member of the City Guards when it wasa
crack military company, is a director in the Nashua Trust
company, and the administrator of the estate of his father.
Ile attends the First Congregational church. Mr. Otis

BENJAMIN FIAILEY OTIS.

married his present wife, l,izzie D. Sullivan, daughter of
William D. Sullivan, July 6, 89o. Two daughters were
born by a former marriage, Leona H., born Aug. 27, 1882;
Ernla C., born June 29, I885.
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JOSEPH SHATTUCK.
Joseph Shattuek was, boru in Blackburn, England,

Sept. 29, 185o. He is a son of R.alph and Sarah Shattuek,
and came to America with his parents in 185i. After a

JOSEPH SIlATTUCK.

residence of five years at Broekville, Canada, the family
moved to Ogdeusburg, N. ., at which place the subject
of this sketch was educated in the public schools. When
in his fourteenth year he enlisted at Plattsburg, N. Y., as
a drummer boy in a regiment that was about to march to
the front, but owing to his youth, his father objected and
he withdrew. Shortly after he returned to England
where’tle spent four years in leafing the confectioner’s
trade. Upon returning to this country he located in
Nashua, where he has been engaged at his trade and made
his home ever since. While attending closely to his busi-
ness he has yet found time to participate in other affairs
and encourage the things that promote sociability and
add to the advancenent of the interests of the com-
munity. He was president of the company that pub-
lished the New Hampshire Republican, a daily paper
printed in Nashua; president of the Masonic board of
relief, trustee of various Masonic bodies and a director in
the Masonic Building association. Mr. Shattuck has
received all the degrees in York Rite Masonry and is past
master of Ancient York lodge and past eminent com-
mander of St. George eommandery, K.T. He has also
received all the degrees in Scottish Rite Masonry,
including the 33d and last, and has held allthe important
offices in the consistory, including illustrious command-
er-in-chief. No man in the state of New Hampshire has
worked with greater diligence, or has accomplished more
than Mr. Shattuck in perfecting the ritual work of the
consistory and in Inaking the New Hamshire bodies in all
things the equal of the most intelligent in the world.
More than four hundred of his brethren freely accord him
their praise. Mr. Shattuck is also an Odd Fellow,
Knight of Pythias, and a menber of the City Guards
club. He attends the .First Congregational church has a
fine residence on Cncozd..st_ceet, which he built expressly
for a home, and is highly esteemed as a liberal-Inifided,

liberal-handed citizen, whose purpose it is to deal consci-
entiously and justly with all men.

Mr. Shattuck was united in marriage, May 9, 187, with
Emma Shedd, daughter of Augustus N. and Orra E.
(Moore) Shedd. Mrs. Shattuck died Oct. 28, 888. Two
sons were born of their marriage: Frederick N., born
April I7, I873, died Dec. 23, i892: Edgar L., born June ,
I875.

CHARLES ALDEN WILLIAMS.
Charles A. Williams was born at Nashna, Aug. 18, 85,

died at Nashua, March 1I, 1887 He was a son of Charles
and Eliza A. (Weston) ]Villiams. (For genealogy see
sketch of his father.)
Mr. Williams was a student of the Nashua tIigh school

and was graduated at Phillips’ academy at Andover,
Mass.,. in 869, and at the Massachusetts school of tech-
nology in Boston, Mass., in i873. Following his study in
Boston he entered his father’s business as superintendent
of the foundry, a position he was eminently fitted to fill,
both by his natural gifts and by his special course of
study. He was self-reliant, independent and possessed of
excellent practical business ability. In all his social
relations he was exceptionally genial and generous. The
poor and unfortunate found in hint a sympathizing friend
and helper. Mr. Williams represented Ward Four in the
common council in I88o.
Mr. Williams was united in marriage Oct. 26, 88, with

Kate Newcomb Piper, born in Geneseo, Ill., Nov. 3
I856 died at Nashua, Jan. 4, 885. She was graduated
from the Andover female seminary, under the direction
of the Misses McKeen. At the close of her studies there
she spent a year abroad in study and travel. Mrs. Wil-
liams was gifted with amiable qualitiesof mind and heart,
was an ornament in society and greatly beloved. She was

CI1ARLES ALDEN VCILLIAMS.

a member of the Pilgrim church, and with her husband
attended the First Congregational church. One son was
born of their marriage Charles Williams, born Dec. 3,
I884.
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GEORGE OLIVER OSBORN.

George O. Osborn was born at Nashua, Oct. 31, I854.
He is a son of John and Susan (Reed) Osborn. On the

paternal side he is descendant of early English settlers

of Quincy, Mass., and on the maternal side of William

Reed, who came from Kent, Eng., in 1636, and settled at

Weymouth, Mass. Mr. Osborn was educated in the pub-
lie schools of Nashua. He is a confectioner, but has been

a member of the fire department for the past twenty-two
years, and since 189[ has been its chief. He is one of the

most efficient fire-fighters the city has ever bad, and is a

quiet and modest nlan who has the good will of the

department and the publie. Cllief Osborn is a member of

Granite lodge, 1. O. O. F., Watananock tribe of Red

Men and the Foresters. He was united in marriage July
2, 877, with Ella M. Burns, daughter of Alexander D.

GEORGE OLIVER OSBORN.

and Elizabeth (Tuite) Burns of Sherbrooke, P.Q. Four
children have been born of their marriage: Gertrude

Ellen, George F., John A., and Harold C.

LOTIE IRENUS MINARD.

Lotie I. Minard, son of Charles F. and Sarah M. (Gay)
Minard, was born in Nashua, April 8, 1857. He is a

descendant of Charles D. Minard, who came to America

from Scotland in ]823 and settled in Nashua, where his

children were born and vhere he resided until his death.

His mother was a daughter of TimothyGay of Deerfield,

Mass., and a descendant of the early settlers of that

locality.
Mr. Minard was educated in the public schools of

Nashua and at Crosby’s literary institution, graduatingin

1874. After four years of varied experience in railroad-

ing he established himself in the shoe manufacturing
business, which occupation tie followed six years. He

then entered the employ of Moody, Estabrook & Ander-

sons, in the sanle line of business, where he remained

seven years. From his youth Mr. Minard has taken a

deep interest in public affairs and in all the positions of
honor and trust which tie has held he has acquitted him-
self in a manner that has reflected credit upon the city

LOTIF. II{ENU MINAHD,

and his constituency, hi 1885 he represented Ward Six

in the common council, and iu 886 and I887 in the board
of aldermen. In I89I be represented the same ward in

the legislature and the same year was appointed deputy
sheriff for the county of Hillsborough, a position which
he still holds and the duties of which tie performs to the

entire satisfaction of the court and those who have busi-

ness of a legal character. He is also manager and treas-

urer of the Nashua Concrete company, which was formed
in 1894. Mr. Minard is a member of Rising Sun lodge,
A. F. and A. M., Granite lodge, I. O. O. F., of which lie is

past grand, Nashua lodge, K. of P., Watananock tribe of

Red Men, and the Manchester lodge of Elks. He was

united in marriage in 884 with Josie E. Herbert of New
York. No children.

HENRY SCLATER NORWELL.
Henry S. Norwell was born in Glasgow, Scotland, Feb.

2.3, 1832. He is a son of William and Jessie tIunter (Scla-
ter) Norwell, and a grandson on the paternal side of

Henry and Christiana (Hood) Norwell of Errol Perth-

shire, Scotland. On the maternal side he is a descendant

of William Sclater of Saltcoats, Ayrshire, Scotland, and

Jessie (Hunter) Sclater of Brodick, Island of Arran,
Buteshire, Scotland.
Mr. Norwell was educated in the public schools of his

native city, graduating at its high school. He came to

America in 186I, and from that year till 1867 was resi-

dent of Nashua. He then went to Chicago, where he was

burned out, and sustained heavy losses, iu the great fire

of 187I, and where he continued in business till i878
when he returned to Nashua, where lie has since remained.

Mr. Norwell is a dry goods merchant of the most enter-

prising and progressive character, and a citizen who is

held in the highest esteem by the public. He has never

mingled iu political strife or sought or held public office,
but has always done h:Js part in furthering the ends of the
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board of trade, in which he was director, and has giveu
his iaflnence and of his uleans to the things that benefit

IIENIIY SCLATEn NORWELL.

the city. Mr. Norwell is a trustee of Edgewood cemetery
and member of the Church of the Good Shepherd,
(Episcopal), which he served many years as treasurer,

and iu the government of which he is the senior warden.
Mr. Norwell was united in marriage June 2, 865, with

Matilda C. Flin, daughter of Samuel and Clarissa (Lang-
ley) llinn oi Nashua. "Pour children have "been born of
their marriage: Harry, born in August, 866, died in
August, t867; Jessie May, born in Chicago in May, I869;
William S., born in Chicago in November, 87o; I-Ielen
Hunter, born in Nashua in November, I883.

IRA HILAND PROCTOR.
Ira II. Proctor, son of Ira and Mary (ttntchinson)

Proctor, was born in Hollis, Aug. 27, 1843. He was edu-

Ilia IIILANI) PIIOC’|’OI1.

cated iu the public schools of his native place and at the
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academy in New Ipswich. Since attaining his majority
he has been engaged as a manufacturer of cooperage lum-
ber and building material, being in business with his

brother under the firm name of Proctor Brothers. The
brothers did business iu Hollis until 88L in which year

they removed to Nashua and established the largest mill

of the kind in southern New Hampshire. Their enter-

prise and industry has proven of great value to Nashua in

umny ways, in that they have given lucrative employ-
merit to a large number of men and added materially to

the general prosperity of the people. Mr. Proctor takes
decided interest in public affairs. He is conservative as

well as progressive a man of excellent iudgment in busi-

ness affairs, and a citizen whose uprightness no man

questions. He represented Ward Seven in the board of
aldermen in 889, and in the legislature of i89, and in
both organizations was loyal to the best interests of the
people of Nashua. Mr. Proctor is a member of Ancient
York lodge, A. F. and A. M., Meridian Sun Royal Arch

chapter, Israel IIunt council, St. George commandery, K.
T., and Edward A. Raymond consistory, 32d degree of the
Scottish Rite. He is also a member of Aurora lodge, I.
O. O. F., of IIollis. N. H., Evening Star lodge, K. of P.,
and \Vatanauock tribe of Red Men. He is unmarried.

NATHANIEL HUTCHINSON PROCTOR.
Nathaniel H. Proctor was born in Hollis, Dec. i9, t845.

(See sketch of his brother, Ira H. Proctor.) He attended

N.VFIIxkNIKI. IIUTCIIIN,’()N I’IIOCTOII.

the district schools of his native town and later was a

student at the New Ipswich academy. Following school-
days he learaed the cooper’s trade and when he wastwen-
ty-four years of age he became a partner with his brother
nnder the firm name of Proctor Brothers. The business
of the firm, which manufactures a variety of cooperage
lumber and building material and has existed more than
twenty-five years, outgrew its faeillties in Hollis, and iu

88 removed to this city where it established shops and
mills on Hollis street and greatly iuereased its output and
has continued to prosper. Mr. Proctor is a man of
decided ability, and a citizen who commands the respect
of all with whom tie is associated. He represented Ward
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Seven in the board of aldermen iu 1894, and is man who
can be relied upon to help Nashua forward to greater
prosperity. He is member of Anrora lodge, I. O. O. F.,
of Hollis, and Ancient York lodge, A. F. and A. M.,
Meridian Sun Royal Arch chapter. He is also Scottish
Rite mason of the 32d degree, and member of Edward
A. Raymond consistory attends the Pilgrim Congrega-
tional claurcb. Mr. Proctor was united in marriage, Jan.
23, 1878 with Lizzie Billings, danghter of James E. and
Tamson (Miller) Billings of Acton, Mass. His children

are, Claytou B., born in Itollis, Feb. 2% 1879; Roscoe F.,
born in Hollis, April 23 88; Margey F., born in

Nashua, Jan. , I887.

JOHN EATON DEARBORN.

John E. Dearborn was boru in l’eterboro, Nov. 18, 86.

It[e is a son of Coruelius V. and Louise F. (Eaton) Dear-

born. (For ancestors see sketch of his father.) Mr.

Dearborn was educated in the public schools of Nashua

and at a business college in Boston. He is dealer in real

estate and gives attention to the investment of secnrities.

which he now holds to the entire satisfaction of the stock-

holders of that company. He is member of several socie-

JOIIN EATON I)I.AIIBOIIN.

M’. Dearborn attends the I"irst Congregational church

and is member of the City Guards club. He was united

in marriage iu 885 vith Mary A. Dean of Nashua.

EDWARD LABREE.
Edward I,abree, sou of joseph aml Seraphine (Saintange)

Labree, was born at St. Dominique, Canada, Nov. 18, 86.
Ile came to Nashua when he was six years old and was

educated in the public schools of the city. At an early
age he went to work in a cotton mill and, being ambi-

tious aud desirous of obtaining more of an education,
attended the public evening schools where he made good
progress and thus fitted himself for promotiou. By close

application to the tasks assigned him and perseverance in

whatever he undertook he wou the respect and confidence

of his employers, and was advanced step by step nntil be

reached the position of agent of the Vale mills, position

ED’VA11) L.\ BI{E E.

ties and man who has the confidence of his fellow-citi-
zens. Mr. Labree was married June 5, 896, to Mary F.
Bouley of Middlebury, Vt.

THOMAS G. BANKS.
Col. Thomas G. Banks was born at Alstead June 16,

8oo; died at Nashua March 4, 886. He was son of

John and Susanna (Prentice) Banks, both of whom were

descendants of the Puritans and chihtren of the early set-

tlers of Cheshire county.
The subject of this sketch obtained a common school

education in his native town. Early in life he and his

brother, Nathaniel Prentice Banks, father of Gem N. P.
Banks of national renown, started out in search of fortune.
They settled at \Valtham, Mass. In 86 Thomas G. came
to Nashua and was employed as overseer at the Nashua
mills, where be remained fifteen years. He then went
into the livery business in stable oll the site of the

Noyes block, and ran a line of daily coaches between
Nashua and Lowell. Later he was engaged in manufac-

turing and hanging wall paper. He finally gave up this

business, purchased a farm on the Amherst road and gave
his time and attention to market gardening.
During all these years be was constable and fireward in

Nashua; he was the first commander of the Dunstable

grenadiers, and afterwards organized the Granite State
lanciers. Later he was commissioned colonel of the Fifth

regiment, New ttampshire militia. In 857 Mayor Gillis

appointed him city marshal. This position he continued
to hold, with the exception of the year 861, till 868.
He was re-appointed in 875 by Mayor Whitney. He was

a member of the legislature for Ward One in 1877 and

I878. He was a member of the ()live Street church and

and of Rising Sun lodge, A. F. aml A. M.

Colonel Banks was united in marriage at Waltham,
Mass., Nov. 4, 84, with Rebecca Mann, who died at
Nashua Aug, 6, i883. Their childrei were Thomas G.,
born March 4, 186, now residing at \Vatertown, Mass.,
and Ezra Prentice, born at Nashua Nov. m, 836.
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THE MILITIA OF NASHUA.
BY E. 7" COPP.

ISTORY to be of worth and of interest must be a record of events in detail. The more in
detail, the more interesting to most readers. Unfortunately the earlier records of the
militia organizations of..Nashua and their achievements are very meagre. A search among
the files and reports of the adjutant-general’s office shows the military establishments by

companies, regiments, brigades and divisions with incomplete rostersof commissioned officers of the
several organizations, but fails to give the information necessary to compile a complete history of the
militia of Nashua. It is upon tradition chiefly we must depend for the story of the militia, of the
gallant deeds of the regulars, and the renown of the Falstafian organizations known as the "slam-
bangs." Few there are left among us to-day whose memory covers the period of the early militia
organizations, when every able bodied man between the ages of sixteen and sixty under the laws of
the commonwealth, must appear "armed and equipped as the law directs," for the May and
September "trainings or for muster.

It is unfortunate in this regard that the history of Nashua was not written some years earlier.
When we had with us such men as Thomas Pearson, (see biography)whose memory of events and
fund of anecdotes "of the good old days" seemed inexhaustible, and Col. Thomas G. Banks, the
veteran of so many hard fought sham-battles, whose military attainments kept him at the head of
Nashua’s show military for so many years, and others of the older generation who have but recently
gone from us. it is, however, fortunate that some of the active participants in the glory of "ye
ancient military" are still with us to place upon record something of the story of Nashua’s militia.

The writer is indebted to Solomon Spalding (see biography), who in the early days was in
command of the best equipped and best drilled artillery company of the time. To William o.
Clough (see biography), at the present time associate police iustice and editor of the Nashua Press,
Gilman C. Shattuck (see biography), Virgil C. Gilman (see biography), we are indebted for some of
the facts of this history.

From the earliest times the military organization has been an important part of the body politic.
Nations are born in the throes of military struggle and victories; the power of kings and the
inalienable right,"! citizenship have been held and protected in all times by military power. Our
own country is:.n0.exception. Our independence was won, and our institutions were established
and maintained by the strong right arm of military force. Military organizations in various phases
have existed in all times and all ages. Provision for the military establishment is found in statute
laws from the first inception of government.

The first militia laws of New Hampshire were enacted by the general assembly of the province
of New Hampshire in the year I696. We think it worth the space to publish the following extract’

"A Act for the Regulation of the Militia.
"Whereas for the Honour and Service of his Majesty and for the security of His Province

against any Violence or Invasion whatsoever, it is necessary that due care be taken that the
Inhabitants thereof be Armed, Trained and in Suitable Posture and Readiness for the Ends aforesaid,
and that every person may know his duty and be obliged to perform the same.
Be It therefore enacted by His Excellency, the Governour, Council and ’Representatives Convened in

General Assembly and by Authority of the same.

"That all Persons from sixteen to sixty shall Bear Arms and Duly Attend all Musters and
Military Exercise f thek" Respective Troops and Companies where they are Listed or Belong,
allowing Three Months tinie to every Son after becoming sixteen years of age to provide Himself
with Arms, Ammunition, &C.

"And the Clerk of each Troop and Company, once a Quarter, Yearly, shall take an exact List
of all persons living within the Precincts of such Troop or Company, and presen the same to the
Captain or Chief Officer on pain of forfeiting Forty Shillings for each Default, to be paid to the
Captain or Chief Officer to the use of the Company and in case of non-payment to be levied by
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Distress and sale of the Offenders Goods, by virtue of a Warrant from the Captain or Chief Officer,
who is hereby empowered to Grant the same.

"That every Listed Soldier and Householder, (except "I’roopers) shall always be provided with a
well fixed Gunlock, Musket, or Bastard-Musket Bore, The barrel not less than three foot and a half
long; or other good Fire Arms, to the satisfaction of the Commission Officers of the Company; A
Snapsack, Cartouch Box, one pound of good Powder, twenty Bullets fit for his Gun and Twelve
Flints; A good Sword or Cutlass; A Worm and Priming Wire fit for his Gun, on penalty of Six
Shillings for want of such Arms as is hereby required, and Two Shillings for each other defect, and a
like sum for every Four Weeks he shall remain unprovided; the fines to be paid by Parents for their
Sons under age, and under their Command, and by Masters and Heads of Families for their Servants,
other than Servants upon Wagers.

"That every Trooper shall be always provided with a good, serviceable Horse of Ten Pounds
value, and not less than Fourteen Hands high, the same to be determined by Two Chief Com-
missioned Officers, covered with a good Saddle, Bit, Bridle, Holsters, Pectoral and Cro0per, and
furnished with a Carbine, the Barrels not less than Two Foot and a half long, with a Belt and
Swivel, with a Case of Good Pistols, with a Sword or Cutlass, a Flask or Cartouch Box, One Pound
of good Powder, Three Pounds of Sizeable Bullets, twenty Flints and a good pair of Boots and Spurs
on Penalty of Twelve Shillings for want of such Horse as is hereby ordered and Three Shillings a

piece for every other defect, and a like sum for every Six Weeks he shall remain unprovided, and
that each Trooper list his Horse and shall not dispose thereof without the consent of his Chief Officer,
on penalty of Five Pounds; and for the non-appearance at the Time and Place appointed for exercise
every Listed Trooper for each day’s neglect shall pay Ten Shillings Fine.

That Commissioned Officers of any Troop or Company or the Maior part of them may order the
correcting of Disorders or Contempt on a Training Day or on a Watch; the Punishment not being
greater than laying Neck and Heels, riding the Wooden Horse, or Ten Shillings Fine."

l’here appears to have been no practical change in the militia law .for nearly one hundred years;
the presumption is, that the military of the province of Nev Hampshire did patriotic service for the
I-Ionour of His Maiesty."

For the protection of the settlers upon the frontier, the military was often called out and sent upon
long and oftentimes hazardous and disastrous campaigns against the Indians.

The early history of our country is the history of a struggle for existence. The early settlers
became the natural enemies of the dusky savages of the forest who were the rightful proprietors of the
soil, every advance upon their domains being resisted with all the-power of their savage methods.
Every settler made his cabin his fortress and in its defense and in the hunt for the game of the forest
he became the expert marksman. His children were the apt pupils of their father in the use of the
gun and the endurance of hardship. Thus the entire population of the country became rare material
for fighting soldiers. It was to this hereditary quality that the American patriots owed their superi-
ority to the trained British soldiers upon the battlefields of the Revolution. The history of the ser-
vices of the militia of Old Dunstable in the War of the Revolution, of i82, and the Mexican War will
be found in another chapter.

The militia laws of December, 1792, organized the militia into twenty-eight regiments. The
Fifth regiment with its two battalions was assigned or comprised the towns of Amherst, Merrimack,
Litchfield, Duxbury (now a part of Milford), Dunstable, Hollis, Nottingham West (now Hudson),
and Raby (now Brookline.)

The old Fifth regiment, the Bloody Fifth," the pride of Old Dunstable, Nashua and Nashville,
easily carried off the honors of all the military of the state for many, many years.

The annual parades, musters and inspection of the militia of the whole state were the principal
events of the time. The order for parades and musters was issued by the brigadJ -general command-
ing for the inspection or muster of his command. The colonels of regiments, through their adjutants,
promulgating the order by the issuing of regimental orders to the captains of companies and the cap-
tains issuing warrants to the individual members of the several companies to appear at the stated time
and place armed and equipped as the law directs."

The muster of the Fifth regiment was holden in various places from year to year, Amherst, Mil-
ford, Merrimack and Nashua in turn. In the fall of 1848 the muster was holden in Nashua, on the
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grounds east of Main street and north of Harbor pond,.the territory now included-between Hollis
street and the harbor, it being-a large-level place admirably adapted for the purpose.

The muster of the old time did not mean, as now, an encampment of several days. The entire
work of the muster was between sunrise and sunset of one day. No tents were used, consequently
there was no camp. It was a great-day not only forthe mil,itia but for the public generally, practi,
tally every man, woman and child in all the country around was enthused with the excitement of-the
day. For weeks before it was the talk of the town and the glorious coming event for the boys. BefOre
the days of the county fair, the circus; the wild west show, base ball or the theatre it became the one
great source of amusement for the population old and young.

’I’he military display of the muster day was not all of its attractions; side shows, freak exhibi,
tions and amusements of every kind
established themselves upon the
grounds and were.crowded through-
out the day with a mass of people.
Tents and shanties of every conceiv-
able size and description made the
miniature "white city" of those days
and the "Midway Plaisance" prob-
ably here had its inception. Ped-
dlers with their wares--Yankee no-
tions and fancy goods of all kinds--
with a babel of voices mingled width
the music of brass bands, fifes and
drums. It was here tha.t Jack Adams
commenced his career and laid the
foundation of his fortune, first-as a
vender of small wares from his ped-
dler’s cart, later as the skillful chiro-
podist. The razor-strop man, the
scissors grinder, the quoit pitchers
and ring-toss man were there. The
ginger-bread stand, and candy:coun-
ter and fakes innumerable. l’he
sharper with the roulette table, props,
and dice made hay while the sun
shone, roping in the countryman and
relieving him of his surplus cash.
New England rum upon tap was the
favorite beverage and everybody,
with r_are exceptions, considered it
a necessity to the complete happiness
of the day.

i’he forenoon of the day the duty
of the military was given to inspec-

tio n and drill. In the afternoon was the great event of the muster, a’grand sham fight. A muster
without a sham fight would have been like the play of Hamlet with Hamlet left out. The roar of
the cannon, the rattle of the flintAock muskets, the grand charge of the infantry upon the artillery
andl of course, capturing the guns was the supreme and culminating event, the smoke nd smell of
powder filling the air until night closed the scene.

Among the colonels commanding the old Fifth regiment who were residents of Nashua, were
Col. Joseph Greeley, and later, Col. Joseph Greeley, Jr., Col. John Eayrs, Col. Israel Hunt, Jr. (see
biography), who was in command from 1836 to 1839, and became major-general in command of the
Third division. General Hunt held all ranks in the military service from sergeant to that of maior-
general. He was a familiar form upon the streets of Nashua for many years after he closed his



.HIS,TOR F" OF _ArMS-_H’UA .iV...H’. 5 25

military services. I-Ie always bought largely of real estate and became quite wealthy. He was a man. of

strong convictions, and ready to express his sentiments. I-Ie was a Democrat of the. radical school,
active in public affairs p to the time of his death in 1875.

Col. Thomas G. Banks was appointed colonel of the Fifth regiment, January i, 1856.- Colonel

Banks was an able officer, w-ith the true military instinct; and had he not been at an advanced age at
the opening of the War of the Rebellion, would, without doubt, have won distinction upon the battle
field. He was at the head of military affairs of Tashua for many years, a good executive officer, a

genial man, a worthy and loyal citizen. I-Ie held the position of city marshal dufinod the war.

An incident showing his characteristics is worthy of record. Copperheadism in those days’was
rampant in Nashua as in other places. Frequent altercationstook place upon the gteets between
loyal citizens and those allies of the rebels of the South. It was upon the receipt of news, reporting

the defeat of the Union army the first
day of the battle of Gettysburg. A
well known Nashua Copperhead was
exulting over. the defeat; When
Oliver M. Sawyer, familiarly known
as "Salty Sawyer,:’ made issue tell-
ing him he should by rights have his
head knocked from his shoulders,
and his loyal blood rising to the’
boiling point he added, "I believe I
will do it," and suiting the action to
.the word, witt his strong right fist
laid Copperhead in the dust with a
broken nose and bleeding face. City
Marshal Banks was appealed, to to
arrest Sawyer for assault. Colonel
Banks listened to the complainant’s
story and patting him upon the
shoulder he said, "My friend, your
comp!aint is entered at the wrong
place. You should go South with
your trouble where you evidently
belong."

In the list of lieutenant-colonels
of the regiment Nashua was well
represented by Moses Hunt, brother
of Gen. Israel Hunt, having been
promoted from captain of the Eighth
company. George Tuttle was lieu-
tenant-colonelin I839. Colonel Tut-
tle was brother of Nelson Turtle.

Franklin Fletcher succeeded ColonelTuttle. It appears from the records that Isaac [. Fox served as

lieutenant-colonel from December, 1848 to 1856. "Daniel M. Fiske was appointed lieutenant-colonel,
January 4, 1856. Colonel Fiske, more familiarly known as Captain Fiske, was a well-known military
character in Nashtia for many years. His life and-money were spent in cultivating his tastesin this

direction. He was a fine horseman and always owned a fine horse for military parades. Captain.
Fiske served in the Eighth N. I-I. regiment during the war.

John I-I. Gage was major of t.he Fifth regiment in .1856, and 1858 was commigsioned" as colonel.

He was for many years one of Nashua’s leading business men, being senior member of ttie firm of

Gage, Warner & Whitney, manufacturers of machinery on I-Iollis street near the Worcester railroad

passenger station. Colonel Gage was killed by the accidental discharge of a sporting rifle, about

1863.
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Charles H. Nutt (see biography) was quarter-master of the regiment from 1841 to 1845. The
records also show that he was adjutant of the regiment in 1841.

Samuel Tuck was adjutant of the regiment in 1856. Adjutant Tuck was for many years in
the millinei:y business in Noyes block.

Among the surgeons of the regiment we find Dr. Ebenezer Dearborn (see biography), who was
appointed April 15, 1824. Doctor Dearborn lived at the head of Park street, corner of Olive, where
his old homestead now stands.

Dr. Josiah G. Graves (see biography) was appointed surgeon in 1838. Doctor Graves became
one of Nashua’s eminent physicians.

Dr. Edward Spalding (see biography) was surgeon of the regiment from 1841 to 1845. Doctor
Spalding in later years became the recognized leading citizen of Nashua, accumulating a large
property, dispensing it with a liberal hand in any worthy charity. He died in 1895.

Dr. L. F. Locke (see biography) was appointed surgeon September 9, 1830- Doctor Locke
subsequently turned his attention to dentistry and became one of the leading dentists of Nashua,
having an office in Fishers’ building, Main street.

Dr. E. B. Hammond (see biography), Dr. E. A. Colburn (see biography) are of record as
surgeons’ mates, and became prominent physicians of Nashua in after years.

i’he onerous position of paymaster was held by Alfred Greeley in i816. Alfred Greeley was
the original owner of the Greeley farm on Concord street, bequeathed by his son J. Thornton Greeley
to the city of Nashua.

Alfred Greeley was succeeded as paymaster by Samuel Greeley in 1823, and Jackson Greeley in

184o. Evidently the Greeley family were in high favor at court.

The old artillery company organized in 1818 maintained its organization in varying condition
until about the year 1835, when it had become run down and almost extinct. It was at this period
that Perley Foster, father of Maj.-Gen. John G. Foster (see biography), and Solomon Spalding (see
biography) gave it new life by a complete re-organization. It was their purpose to make fhe
organization the best artillery company ill New England, and that they succeeded is well attested
by the flattering reports upon their every appearance for many years. The principal event of their
service seems to have been their march to Boston, and the part taken in the anniversary celebration
of the battle of Bunker Hill, 1842.

Early on the morning of June 15 the company left the village of Nashua for Boston; the com-

pany consisting of seventy men uniformed in blue, with gilt trimmings, each man armed with a

sword of the old Roman pattern; two six-pound brass field pieces, known as the Napoleon gun,
which had been made expressly for their company at the Alger Foundry company in South Boston,
together with two caissons, each piece and each caisson drawn by two horses gaily decorated, all
making a brilliant and imposing display.

The march to Boston via Old Concord was a series of ovations through the villages en route.
Captain Spalding in narrating this event incidentally remarks, that the march was more of a ride,
eighty horses being required to transport the battery, men, guns, caissons, and necessary commissary
stores. The commissary,wet and dry, being no small part of the outfit. As the column approached
a village, by a well drilled manceuvre, the entire company were, in an incredible short time, dis-
mounted from the comfo_rtable seats in their carriages and were in line of march, which was well
maintained until the company was well out of the village. This manceuvre, it is said, was executed
even upon the approach to country schoolhouses, that Young America should get no false
impressions of real soldiers upon line of march.

Arriving at Old Concord the company went into camp on the old battle ground of i776. Here
they were entertained right royally by the good people of Concord. From Concord the .company
marched into Boston, dispensing with their private carriages. In Boston the company attracted
marked attention, by the complete equipment of the battery, the r:emarkably brilliant uniforms and
general soldierly bearing of the men.

UponBunker Hill this seventeenth day of June, New Hampshire carried off the honors of the
day, as did New Hampshire at the battle which the children of their worthy sires were this day
celebrating.
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If New Hampshire can justly claim the honors of Bunker Hill, in having more than one-half
of the men engaged on the American side, Nashua can take to herself the distinction of succeeding
Old Dunstable in the honor of having more men in the battle than any other town in the state. After
long years of delay and many vicissitudes, the monument was now complete, except the ClOWning
cap stone. In the celebration of the day New Hampshire was given an important part, and the old
Nashua artillery were the worthy representatives of their state. One of the guns of their battery
being dismounted, was taken to the top of the monument, and there belched forth a national salute,
proclaiming to the world in no uncertain sound, the great truth that the monument here reared and
completed would for all time mark the spot where liberty for the world had its birth. The exercises
being ended, the company again took up its march for New Hampshire. This was the crowning
glory of the old artillery company. It maintained a successful organization for ten years after this
date, attending many musters and many parades.

Among the officers of the artillery company were Phineas Adams, commissioned lieutenant
August xS, x837, promoted to captain Jan. 3, x839. Captain Adams became a prominent and
wealthy citizen; for many years he was landlord of the old Central house on Railroad square, upon
the present site of the Laton house. He died about the year x855. He was the father of Mrs. E. B.
Hammond and of Phineas Adams, Jr., a prominent citizen of Manchester well known to Nashua
citizens.

Ignatius Bagley was first lieutenant of the company in x839, and again commissioned to the
same rank in x84. He was with his company in their trip to Boston. Lieutenant Bagley was in the
meat business on Railroad square. The gun house of this company was near the Shattuck ledge on
Summer street.

The first record of the second company dated from x8xS. Alexander Eayrs was commissioned
captain Dee. x9, x85; Joseph Swallow, Dec. x6, 86; Samuel Foster, April 2o, x8x9; Stephen
Bates, Dec. x3, x82s; Israel Hunt, r., June 4, x824.

This company appears to have been the military cradle of quite a number of Nashua’s militia
heroes. Israel Hunt, Jr., was first commissioned as ensign in this company in 8zz from the rank Of
sergeant. His military ambition won for him rapid promotion. This company also was the primary
military school of Col. George Bowers (see biography), the hero of two wars, whose record will be
found upon other pages of this history, and of Col. Thomas G. Banks, Capt. Daniel M. Fiske, Jacob
Hall, Capt. C. P. Danforth (see biography), Jesse Bowers (see biography), Stephen Kendrick,
Jeremiah P. Davis, all becoming prominent citizens of Nashua. This company was disbanded in

x83 and reorganized in x834 under Thomas G. Banks, captain, and Daniel M. Fiske, ensign. The
last record we find of the second company is in x84o, when it may be presumed the company ceased
to exist.

The eighth company, Fifth regiment, also had a conspicuous place in the military establishment
from the year 1818 and to the year 1841, It was in this organization that Moses Hunt commenced
his military life, holding the position of captain from 182o to 1832, being promoted to major of the
regiment June I, 1832, and to lieutenant-colonel Jan. 16, 1836. Moges Hunt was a brother of Gen.
Israel Hunt. Franklin Foster Was commissioned captain of the company June i, 1832. He lived on
Fletcher street for many years- and carried on the business of wheelwright in the building on the
corner of Main and Fletcher streets on the present site of Dunlap block: Solomon Spalding, Jr.,
was in command of the eighth company from April 3, I833, to April 27, 1835 when Isaac P. Morgan
became captain, Morgan was the brother of Sumner Morgan, living on North Elm street. Daniel
M. Fiske was also a captain from April 21, 1836, ’to Sept. I5, I837, when Samuel Merrill was com-
missioned captain. Samuel I. Mackins succeeded Merrill and James Roby became capta-in March 4,

I84I-.: Roby was the brother of David Roby who, until his recent death, occupied the old family
homestead on Amherst road. The lieutenants were Benjamin Farley, i818; Noah Jewett, I824;
Benjamin Pool, Jr., I824; Noah P. Goodhue, 1826; Richard Dole, Jr., I833; Ebenezer Converse,
1837; Samuel Matthews, 1841.

The first company of the Fifth regiment was organize about the year 1823 and commanded
successively by John Epis, Jr., Noah Lund, Pascal Fletcher, brother of the venerable Mrs. Bowers,
who at the present writing, at the age of over ninety years, is often seen upon our streets riding with
her daughter, Mrs. F. A. McKean. Captain Fletcher was one of Nashua’s early lumber merchants.
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I-Ie was succeeded in the command of the first company by Josephus Baldwin, March 18, 183o.
Josephus Baldwin became the first mayor of the city of Nashua. He was one of the foremost of the
energetic men of Nashua for more than thirty years, and did very much for his town in many ways.
He established and built up to large proportions a bobbin and shuttle business on Water street. His
homestead sto0d.upon the present site of Ayers block on Main street until the year 1891. A more
extended sketch of his lifewill be found in this volume. Edward Baldwin succeeded his brother
Josephus to the command of this company in 1832, and he in the same year by William Adams.

Cap.tain Adams was a well-known landlord of the Pearl street hotel, the name of the house being
subsequently changed to Tremont house. The lieutenants of this company were Samuel Roby,
brother of Luther Roby; Sherabiah Hunt, brother of Gen. Israel Hunt. Joseph Knowlton was
commissioned to the command of this company in 1833 and after two years’ service retired from the
pomp and glory of the military to his cobbler shop on South Central street. Hiram Wilkins suc-
ceeded Knowlton. Mr. Wilkins was a stable keeper on Railroad square. Amos Wheeler, Jr., was
the last lieutenant of the company of record, being commissioned March 9, 1841. Of the achieve-
ments of the first company, history and tradition tell us not, and the oldest Of its members have long
since gone to their reward.

The Grenadiers, organized in 1824, became one of the crack organizations of the regiment.
That it was one of the pets of the town is evident from the following extract from the Nashua Weekly
Telegraph of June 28, 828:

"The ladies of Nashua Village will, on the 4th of July, 1828, at ii o’clock a. ., present to the
Nashua Grenadiers a military standard. Those ladies who have subscribed for that obiect are
respectfully invited to assemble at the house of Capt. Asa Buntin at io o’clock. Citizens are invited
to participate in the exercises of the day. A dinner Will be provided for the occasion. Tickets may
be had at the Bar of Mr. Joel Fisher’s Inn and at the stores of Messrs. D. & E. S. Goodnow and L.
W. Noyes.

ROBERT ANDERSON, Committee
B. L. MAcI, of
L. W. No;s, Arrangements.

"July 4, 1828, the following will be the order of the day at this village:
"The Dunstable Cadets and Nashua Grenadiers will parade at ii o’clock on the common in

front oI Messrs. D. & E. S. Goodnow’s store. The ladies will meet at Capt. Asa Buntin’s house at
io o’clock. At they will be conducted to the common when a standard will be presented.

"Immediately after the ceremony the procession will form in the fol,lowing order to hear the
performances at the meeting-house of the Rev. Mr. Nott.

Military Escort.
Music.

Marshal of the Day.

Marshal. { Rev" Clergy’ &c" }Marshal.Com. of Arrangements.
Marshal. Ladies. Marshal.
Marshal. Citizens and Strangers. Marshal.

Captain Mack, Grand Marshal.
Independ6nt companies of Dunstable Cadets, commanded by Caitain.

Nashua Grenadiers, commanded by Captain Banks."

The captains of the Grenadiers were successively Alpha Richardson, Jonathan R. Wiggin,
Thomas G. Banks, Charles Cummings, William Adams, Jonathan R. Wiggin, Frederick Dyke "and
Peleg S. Tompkins.

The uniform of the company was blue coat, duck pants, dark plume in soft hat. The company
was disbanded in i832.

The military organizations of Nashua under command of Colonel Banks had the honor of acting
as escort to President Jackson upon his visit to the old town of Dunstable in 833.

The short time allowed, after ascertaining that the distinguished visitor would stop fo an hour
or two, did not give time for elaborate plans for show, but all Were glad to be favored by a visit from
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citizens of the town at that time were Jesse Bowers, Daniel Abbot, Charles G. Atherton, Moody D.
Lovewe11, William Boardman, Jesse Esty, Benjamin F. French, Israel and John M. Hunt, Moses
’Pyler, Stephen Kendriek, Silas Butterfield, Christopher Paige, Franklin Foster, John Flagg, Frank-
1in Munroe, William Lund, Isaac Spalding, Leonard W. Noyes, Hugh Jameson, Perley Foster,
Joseph, Ezekiel and Alfred Greeley and many others not named.

The plan for the reception which was carried out wa:s for the military, with a cavalcade of some
forty citizens, to meet the president and party at the state line about five miles below Nashua Village.
’Phe presidential party consisted of President Jackson, Martin Van Buren, then secretay of state, and
the members of the cabinet.

The escort left the village about eight o’clock in the morning and returned about ten with their
guests, stopping at the Washington house, on the present site of Noyes block, which was then the
best adapted to the purpose, and from its eonven_ient portico our visitors were seen.

The female operatives in the mills of both our corporations were invited to take part in the
festivities, and all the young ladies of our village were included, and a special request made that all
who could conveniently do so should dress in white with blue sash.es. ’I’he number in white and blue
was between two and three hundred, they being given the foremost rank after the military, and were
followed by a large number of ladies and gentlemen, together with representatives of the different
trades and industries of the thriving village.

The. operatives in the mills were then the Yankee girts of New Hampshire, Vermont and Maine.
l’here were no foreigners in the town. The place of gathering of the military and other participants
for their organization and march was Abbot square. The influx of people from adjoining towns
made a large crowd, which was organized ready for its march when the expected visitors reached
the Washington house, and was in readiness for the procession to pass in review.

Upon the approach of the column, the party was welcomed with the booming of cannon from
the time they appeared at the top of the hill north of the harbor till they reached the Washington
house and long after.

After due arrangements were made for the visitors on the portico of the Washington house, the
Abbot square procession started, passing in reviexv of the chief magistrate, and countermarching back
in front of the Washington house, and there forming in line.

The time fixed for the departure was twelve o’clock. The people, seeking the best positions to
see the president as he left the town, made for the north side of the bridge as that seemed to be the
favorable spot to arrange themselves for the best view as they went .up the hill on the way to the capi-
tal of the state. The hill was then steep and sandy, the bridge at that time being some twenty-five
feet lower than now, which made the hill much steeper on both sides of the river, and the military
company and men representing our various industries, with handsaws, shovels, banners, etc., were in
the line, and a large crowd extended far up the hill, eager to see the guests as they departed.

A barouche, with six white horses driven by one of our best ribbon holders," Joel Concay, was
soon in sight with the distinguished party on board. No man ever waved a salute more gracefully
than General Jackson. but the speed of the horses which took them out of town gave him but little
opportunity to wave his graceful good-bye. The runaway speed was caused by the hurrahing, the
waving of flags, swinging of handsaws and other demonstrations., as the horses reached the north end
of the bridge. The driver lost control of his horses any further than to try and keep them headed up
the hill in the direction of Concord, the place they Wanted to reach. The 11ill and rising ground be-
yond served to take the wind of his horses, so he got them under control, but not till after they were
through and beyond the crowd, which reached from the bridge to Abbot square.

The first rifle company, organized Jan. 14, 1825, comprised some of- the first men of the town.
Charles Richardson was the first commander, holding the captaincy until 1828, when he was suc-
ceeded by Charles G. Atherton, a prominent lawyer of the v.illage and who became United States
senator. A sketch of his life will be found among the biographies in this volume. Among the cap-
tains commanding the company were Alexander I-I. Converse, George W. Fletcher, Sewal G. Mack,
Luther Towns, Levi Curtis and Elbridge G. Hardy. Charles P. Danforth, one of the best known
citizens of Nashua for more than sixty years, was lieutenant of the company from 1832 to 1834. The
company was disbanded about the year 184o.

43
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The Nashua Guards, a company famous in. its day throughout the state for its excellence, was
organized Sept. IO, 1834. Capt. Thomas G; Banks was its first commander. Captain Banks was
succeeded by George Bowers in I84O, Mark Putnam in 1843, Charles T. Gill in 1846 Capt. Thomas
G, Banks, Jr., now of Waltham, Mass., commanded the company in 1847, Noah J. Harris in 1849,
and Joel Colburn in I85I. Mr. Colburn followed the business of a painter, living on the banks of the
Nashua river on Pearson’s avenue on the present site of the old card shop. Among the lieutenants
in this company were Oliver Phillips and Caleb I. Emery. Oliver Phillips was for many years a well-
known citizen of Nashua, at one time owner of an oyster saloon in one of the small ten-foot buildings
on the corner of Main and Park streets, where about 186o he builtja three-story frame building, occu-
pying the larger pa,rt for his saloon and a billiard room in the second story. This building was
burned in 1868 in the extensive fire which swept down the east side of Main street to the bridge
and then as far as Goodrich block on the west side. On the site of his old building he built the pres-
ent post office building which is still owned by his widow and son, who at the present writing reside
at the old homestead on Park street. Caleb I. Emery was the son of Caleb J. Emery, who was a suc-
cessful dealer in wet groceries on the corner of Pearl and Elm streets. Lieutenant Emery subse-
quent.ly became paymaster in the United States navy, holding his position through the War of the
Rebellion and for fifteen or twenty years after. He was a man of strong character, vigorous in the
use of the English language, but kind of heart and companionable. He died about the year 1885.
The other lieutenants of the company succeeding were Noah J. Harris, Charles Crowley, Henry J.
Shattuck, James R. Campbell and L. C. Farwell. L.C. Farwell became a prominent merchant and
manufacturer of Nashua. James H. Blake, the well-known dry goods man, Mark Putnam, of the
Nashua Manufacturing company, James Cochran and Luke Putnam held the office of ensign at dif-
ferent periods from 184o to 1851. The uniform of the Guards was a blue coat with buff trimmings,
brass buttons, and red cap with white feather plumes. The company ceased to exist in i852.

Another of the military companies of which Nashua was proud was the Lafayette Light Infantry.
It had a short but brilliant career, it was organized in 1839 with George Tuttle as captain, Fordice- M.
Stimpson, first lieutenant, Hiram D. Leavitt, ensign. In the following year it was Captain Stimpson,
Lieut. A. I-I. Dunlap and Ensign Nelson Tuttle. A.H. Dunlap became the successful seedsman.
Nelson Turtle acquired a large property and died in the year 1895. John I-I. Gage was commissioned
captain in 1841. Albin Beard (see biography) was lieutenant and Samuel Wright, ensign. The
uniform of this company was somewhat amazing. It was purchased of the Boston Lancers and of
course was just right and up to date. The hat was of a brilliant red, shaped like a druggist’s mortar,
with red and white plumes; coat of sky blue with white trimmings and buttons of brass, and white

pants. The guns of this company, as well as of all military companies at this time, and for some

years later, were the flintlock, smooth bore musket. This company was the first to occupy the
armory, so called, in the town house, now the City Hall building. The company was disbanded
in 1842.

The third company, light infa.ntry, was organized April I9, I84I, with John.H. Gage as captain,
Albin Beard, lieutenant, and Samuel Wright, ensign. In 842 Lieutenant Beard resigned. Samuel
F. Wright was promoted to lieutenant and Oliver Blodgett was appointed ensign. The last year of
its existence Samuel Wright was commissioned captain, John I-I. Gage resigning, Oliver Blodgett,
lieutenant, and Franklin Munroe became ensign. Of the distinguished exploits of this company, i
any, history and tradition are silent.

A company known as the fourth company, light infantry Columbian Grays, was organized May
7, 1846. Isaac Fox, captain, Albin Beard, lieutenant. January 31, 1849 Albin Beard was promoted
to captain and J. Thornton Greeley appointed lieutenant. J. Thornton Greeley was the son of Col.
Joseph Greeley and the donor to the city for public use of the farm on Concord street known as the
Greeley farm. Benjamin T. Peaslee was clerk of the company. Mr. Peaslee then occupied the west
half of the house which, at the time of writing, is the property of the Armory association, next
west of the Armory, on Canal street. The armory of the Columbian Grays was in Thayers hall, a

building known at the present time as the Watananock house.
in the spring of 1842 in the minds of the ambitious military men of Nashua, the public good

demanded re-enforcements to the militia of the village, and authority was asked for and granted for
the organization of another company and under the leadership of the irrepressible Daniel VI. Fiske
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the company was formed and known as the eleventh company, Washington Light Guards, seventy-
five men, rank and file. The arniory in the attic- of the town house now became a busy place.
Nearly every evening in the week it was occupied by one or more of the five military companies,
for drill.business and fun. The officers of the company were Capt. Daniel M. Fiske Lieut. John
M. Flanders and Ensign Henry P. Adams. Lieutenant Flanders was one of Nashua’s successful
contractors and builders living till the year 1875. There were frequent changes among the officers of
the company during the eight years of its existence. Of the officers not before named were George
W. Holt, David P. Barber, Edward M. Smith, Samuel T. Sawyer, Elijah T. Page, [ohn Baldwin,
R. G. Usher, and Anthony ;alker.

The "Union Artillery," a company of forty or fifty lads whose ages would average about fifteen,
was organized in the spring or early summer of 1847 or 1848. Their first public parade was made in
June, when their soldierly deportment and perfection in drill attracted the attention of the older
military gentlemen of Nashua and Nashville, who immediately adopted the juvenile corps by taking
it into and treating it as a part of the military family of the two towns. The first officers were
Capt. B. F. George, First Lieutenant Hiram Smart, Ensign Charles R. McClary. Lieutenant Smart
was shortly afterwards succeeded by I-Ienry IV[. Davis, who is now living and engaged in the freight
department of the Boston & Maine railroad,

On the fourth of July following this first parade, the corps was presented with a beautiful silk
banner by the girls employed on the Nashua corporation. This banner was received at the steps of
the town hall, being presented by Miss Mary Moore of I-Iillsborough, N. H., and accepted by the
commander of the corps, after which the oung ladies were escorted in a body to the Central house,
in Nashville, where a collation and festivities were indulged in till the close of the day. Many of
the military men of that day were guests, among whom were Adjutant-General leas!y of the state,
who was so well pleased with’ the little corps that he privately told Captain George that he had
twenty-four cadet rifles and a brass four pounder field-piece in the state arsenal, then at Portsmouth,
which he could have, and gave instructions how to proceed to get them. These arms were afterwards
obtained, which were a decided improvement over the small iron cannon and a few small swords with
which they had been armed.

C. C. Danforth succeeded Captain George to the command of the company, E. P. Copp
.succeeding Davis as first lieutenant. Captain Danforth subsequently became one of the leading
citizens of Concord, where he resides at the present time. Lieutenant C0pp was brother of Col. E.
J. Copp. He removed early in the fifties to Madison, Wis., whre he is now one of its oldest and
most respected citizens.

The company in its early experience was indebted to Capt. Thomas Banks, Jr., for his services a
drill master and instructor. This company existed about three years.

A cavalry company known as the Granite State Lancers was organized in the fail of 185o, Ied by
the intrepid Thomas G. Banks and the enthusiastic Daniel M. Fiske. All that is known o._f_ its history
is soon told. We know that it lived, and in a few short weeks it died. Why its career was so short
we know not. Probably, from the dying Out of the military spirit of the public, the necessary
support was not forthcoming. From 185o to 1856 the military ardor of Nashua seems to have been
at a low ebb. The following is from the Nashua Telegraph of Jan. 5, 1856"

"Capt. Thomas G. Banks has been appointed colonel of the bloody Fifth regiment, New
Hampshire militia. The martial spirit has died out almost ehtir.ely among our young men. There
is not, to our knowledge, a company in’the state possessing real efficiency and discipline. All that
remains of the military spirit is to be found in the bosom of the veterans like Captain Banks. We
almost have some hope of he militia of the state; if there is a spark of life in it he would kindle it
to a flame, and we don’t know but he will galvanize the defunct institution into life."

The field and staff 6fficers and non-commissioned staff of the Fifth regiment under the organiza-
tion made in April, I856, were all Nashua men. Colonel, Thomas G. Banks; lieutenant-colonel,
Daniel M. Fiske; maior, John H. Gage; adiutant, Samuel Tuck; quartermaster, A. I-I. Dunlap;
paymaster, George H. Whitney; quartermaster-sergeant, Samuel F. Crombie; sergeant-maior J.oseph
Andrews; drum major, Franklin Munroe; fife maior, Silas Brckett; surgeon, Dr.-W. A. Tracy;
surgeon’s mate, Dr. E. Colburn; chaplain, N. W. Willis.
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Mention has already been made of many of the above-mentioned officers, Paymaster George I-I.
Whitney (see biography) has but recently died. Joseph F. Andrews, the sergeant-major of the
regiment, was a contractor and builder, He built and lived until his decease in I885, in the brick
house on Mail street next south of Holman’s block. The house was recently purchased and torn
down by S. D. Chandler. Major Andrews’ reputation as a skillful builder was well-known throughout
the state. He was for some years successful, but in building the state house at Concord the contract
price.was his ruin. Under a high sense of honor, which was ever characteristic of him, he deter-
mined to fulfill his contract, and it was done, but under great financial pressure, borrowing many
thousands of dollars to complete the work. This laid upon him a load under which he struggled for
the remainder of his life. Entering the war in 1862, he was commissioned major of the New Hamp-.
shire caval’y and proved himself as brave in war as he was in peace. Through three years of war,
fighting the battles of his country, he showed the heroism born of true patriotism in the struggle for
the right. Although he died without wealth, who shall,say that his life was not a success in the
highest sense

A company that became famous for the number of its members who went into the War of the
Rebellion Was the Granite State Cadets, organized in 186o. The uniform was cadet gray with black
trimmings and white epaulets, Russian dogskin hat trimmed with braided white cord and white
pompon with red top.

The first officers were George Bowers, captain; George H. Whitney and Jonathan Parkhurst,
first lieutenants; B. Frank Kendrick and Otis Munroe, second lieutenants; Luther M. Wright,
orderly sergeant.-

On the departure of Captain Bowers for the seat of war, Captain Wright was commissioned to
the command of the company. Among the members of the company were C. D. Copp, D. W. King,
R. O. Greenleaf, J. Q. A. Warren, Tyler M. Shattuck, Q. A. Woodward, George S. Eayers, George
I-I. Whitney, J. H. Dunlap, Edward Parker, M. A. Taylor, W. F. York, T. I-I. Wood, Charles
Burnham, J. B. White, D. J. Flanders, E. P. Brown, C. A. Hall, J. M. Sanborn., L. W. Hall, J. M.
Adams, John Spalding, Alfred Beard, H. M. Blake, A. B. Buswell, Julius F. Gage, W. M. Bowman,
L. W. Goodrich, B. C. Buttrick, Wilder M. Gates, Thomas Nottage, E. B. Plummer, George D.
Verder, J. G. Fifield, C. A. Hutchinson, A. W. Shepard, W. S. Richardson, Jack Willard, George
Stearns, George Edgecomb, George H. Taggart, A. T. Young, C. W. Spalding, E. P. Mclntire, M.
H. Farnsworth, L. B. Ball, Silas Brackett,.J.B. Eaton, C. C. Gove, Charles Lund, J. J. Shattuck.

A large proportion of the company enlisted for the war and did gallant service-in the defense of
their country, many of them holding commissions ofvarious rank. Capt. George Bowers became the
popular Colonel Bowers of the Thirteenth New Hampshire regiment. D.W. King, commissioned as
firstlieutenant in the Eighth New I-Iampshire volunteers, was promoted for gallantry to lieutenant-
colon61 of his regiment. C.D. Copp did gallant service in the Ninth New Hampshire regiment, first
as lieutenan.t and the last two years as captain in command of the color company of his regiment.
For deeds of special bravery few if any during the entire war excelled those for which he received
from congress a medal of honor. J: Q. A. Warren was a captain in the Eighth regiment and fell
upon one of the battlefields of Louisiana. Capt. T. M. Shattuck was also a brave soldier of the
same regiment. Charles Burnham and D. J. Flanders both served in the Third regiment as com-
missioned officers. L.M. Wright, George Eayrs and Edward Parker all serve.d with credit.

The Nashua Telegraph of Oct. 13, 186o, has the following notice of the company’s first
appearance"

No company ever made a more successful first appearance than the Granite State Cadets on
Saturday last (Oct. 6, 186o). When it is considered that there has been no military here for these
rhany years, and the’spirit that:used to keep alive four or five military companies in this city had
entirely died out, their success is remarkable. They appeared with full ranks and acquitted them-
selves like old soldiers, their marching would have done credit to an old company. Captain Bowers
has attended most assiduously to their drill, and his zeal h/s been seconded not only by his associate
officers but every member of the company has exhibited a determination to make a company which
should be an honor to the city. The company is composed of men that will do honor to any station,
and becoming soldiers, they are in no danger of forgetting that a true soldier is a true gentleman.
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They were accompanied by the Germania band of-Boston, whose charming music excited the
adnliration of all listeners.

The company dined at the Pearl Street house with a few invited guests among our citizens
from whom they received the heartiest encomiums for their success in organizing so fine a corps, as
well as for their fine appearance and excellent drill, In point o beauty and completeness of uniform
and equipment, they rival the best companies in the large cities, and will equal them in discipline at
an early day." The conlpany continued its organization until 1865, takingart in the President Lin-
coln funeral ceremonies at Concord. Soon after this the company was disbanded.

On Thursday, Oct. ii, i86o, the militia of the state went into camp at Nashua on the grounds of
the Greeley farm on the Concord road about one mile from the city. The field was on tile level
green near the Concord railroad. The Telegraph of Oct. 13, 186o, has the following report of the
muster

Thursday, the first day of the state encampment, ’Camp Goodwin,’ dawned bright and beauti-
ful, and after the stir of the day before, the streets appeared unusually quiet, until the trains begun to
bring in the militia and their attendant hosts, and the noise of sonorous bands breathing martial
sounds awaked the stillness of the hour. The scene reminded us of a muster morning in the palmy
days of the ’Bloody Fifth.’ The troops were ordered to appear on Railroad square but the line was
formed at the camp by Adit. C. E. Paige with promptness and put in working trim. The command
was assumed by Col. John I-I. Gage and the business of the day proceeded with at once. The line
consisted of the following corps"

The battalian of Amoskeag Veterans, Col. T. T. Abbott, with Dignam’s cornet band, with one
hundred guns, occupied the right of the line and made a splendid display.

The McCutcheon Guards of New London, Capt. A. J. Sargent, with field music, thirty-three
rifles, was a well disciplined corps. Captain Sargent was an officer in the Mexican War.

The Minute Guard of Manchester, Capt. J. M. Bruce, with Barwick’s drum corps, thirty-six
glans.

"The Granite State Cadets of Nashua, Capt. George Bowers, with Baldwin’s cornet band of
Manchester, forty-two guns. Of the elegance and excellence of this company we have spoken else-
where.

The Lafayette Artillery of l_,yndeborough, Capt. . I-I. Tarbell, with field music, forty swords.
This company is the only company in the state which has maintained its organization ever since the
disbandment of the militia and it consequently has advantages over all others.

The City Phalanx of Portsmouth, Capt. W. O. Sides, with the Portsmouth cornet band, forty
gunS. This company with their handsome uniform and bearskins, under an efficient officer, made a
very fine appearance,

The Sullivan Guards of Exeter, Capt. Charles I-t. Bell, with the Exeter cornet band, forty mus-
kets. Captain Bell was an excellent officer and the company was well drilled. Their uniform was
of cadet grey, very like the cadets.

The Abbott Guards of Manchester, Capt. William Knowlton, field music, thirty-four guns.
I-Iollis Phalanx, Capt. George P. Greeley, Brookline brass band, forty-two gufs, grey cOats,

black pants. Considering its brief organization it appeared remarkably well.
The Canaan Grenadiers of Canaan, Capt. Jacob Peters, field music, thirty-two guns. This com-

pany has also been organized several years-and was well drilled.
The Union Volunteers of Danville Capt. D D Currier, with field music thirty-two guns.
The Peterborough Light Infantry, Capt. C. A. Wheeler.
The regiment of Governor’s Horse Guards, Col. George Stark, commander, with Hall’s band of

Boston, on their fine stud of white horses, closed the line on the left. They mustered one hundred
sabres and made a splendid appearance. Company A, Col. John I-I. George; company B, Lieut. J.
F. Andrews, commanding. The regimental officers were as follows" Colonel, John I-I. Gage of
Nashua;lieutenant-colonel, A. F. Stevens of Nashua; maior Gilbert Wadleigh of Milford; adju-
tant, Charles E. Paige of Nashua quartermaster, William P. Ainsworth of Nashua; paymaster, W.
R. Wallace of Milford; sergeant-major, William Barrett of Nashua ;_quartermaster-sergeant, D. B.
Fiske o Nshua.
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In the afternoon the troops were inspected by Adjutant-General [. C. Abbott. General Abbott
was accompanied by a staff appointed for the occasion consisting of Col. Otis Wright of Yashua, Col.
Gilbert Hills of Amherst and Col. 1. W. Farmer of Manchester.

"I’he first day’s exercises closed to the entire satisfaction of all concerned and it may be set down
as a perfect success. ’I’he most perfect order prevailed in the encampment during the day and night.
’I’he crowd in attendance was very large but generally very orderly.

It may seem strange but it is true that the companies exhibited a far better degree of drilI than
was seen on the Hew Hampshire line in its palmiest military days. ’I’hen, when everybody trained,
the drill was a kind of traditionary concern, some smart fellow, with a showy, dashing style, at the
head of a company, was copied by all other companies in his.neighborhood, and so we had a drill that
had not the first principle of military science about it. ’I’hi.s all died out with the militia itself and
when it was revived the officers had to go to the books and none of the ridiculous nonsense of the old
times has come up with it.

"I’he performances of the muster closed last (Friday) evening and all that we could say of the
first day is to be more than said of the second. "1"he muster has been a perfect success throughout.
’I’he general orders of the day were fully and most successfully carried out. i’he governor, attended
by his suite, Brigadier-General Butler of the Massachusetts volunteer militia and his staff, Adjutant-
General Schouler of MassaChusetts, and Adjutant-General Abbott of this city, with his staff reviewed
the troops. We repeat what we said in our first edition that ve never saw so fine a military display
in the state in the palmiest days of the militia. ’I’he drill was generally excellent and the marching
in review was as steady as that of veterans. 2"he Boston Ancient and Honorable Artillery and the
Lowell Mechanics’ Phalanx were a pleasant feature of the. day and including them there were probably
more than a thousand men under arms. ’i’hey were received on Railroad square by a detachment
consisting of the Amoskeag Veterans and Granite State Cadets and escorted to the encampment. It
would be impossible to select one company for special commendation when all did so well. We ca_n-
not, however, help saying that the Amoskeag Veterans attracted great attention for their large num-
bers, their discipline and the peculiarity and richness of their uniform. *I’he Cadets of this city
excited the admiration of all military men for the perfection of their drill. ’i’he I-Iorse Guards, per-
haps it is not too much to say, was the most prominent point of attraction and elicited the praise
of all.

"During the encampment Governor. Goodwin has made his quarters at. the residence of General
Stark, who on ’I’hursday evening threw open his doors and a very large number of our citizens paid
their respects to our excellent governor and his family; Major Reynolds of the navy yard, with his
lady, Captain Winder of the United States army, with his lady, and Captain I’racy, who has recently
returned from long service in Uah, with his lady, Mr. Dwight and his family, were also among the
distinguished persons who honored the occasion with their presence besides very large numbers of
distinguished gentlemen in political and social life.

"Most sincerely do we congratulate the military men who have spent their time and money so
freely to get up this display, upon their perfect success not only as a military display but for the
perfection of the arrangements for its successful carrying out, in all respects. We know that many
people, who remember the disgraceful scenes of by-gone days, had misgivings in relation to it. But
the men who controlled it determined that no such scenes should be present here,.and aided by Colonel
Banks, our chief of police, they were eminently successful. In the first place, all ardent spirits were
excluded from the quarters and nobody was allowed to sell the stuff near the field. ’I’he result was
that, although the crowd in attendance exceeded all previous occasions in Tashua, it is the testimony
of all that a more orderly crowd was never seen. ’I’he police department .had taken the ains tO have
present detachments of the detective force from Boston and other cities, but we are gratified to know
that there was so little occasion for their services.

We believe gambling was well suppressed in the neighborhood, though we understand that in
the city there were some arrangements made for it.

"We were gratified to notice the interest taken in the encampment by all classes of our citizens
without exception, and are tenfold more gratified that there was so little to offend the taste or senti-
ments o anyone. ’I’he exercises closed by a grand ball of the Ancient and I-Ionorable Artillery
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at Franklin hall. The hall had been very elegantly decorated for the occasion by some of our
citizens."

The military chapter of this history would be incomplete without a reference to the Governor’s
Horse Guards, for no military organization in this or any other state embraced so large a portion of
the most prominent men in the professional as well as the business life and activities throughout the
entire state, and none ever came into notoriety with such a bound and attained such a reputation
during the brief term of its existence.

The Governor’s Horse Guards were incorporated in 1859. The first meeting of the grantees was
held in the council chamber in Concgrd Nov. io, I859. There were present the folloW!ng .grantees-
John H. George, A. Herbert Bellows, Benjamin Grover, William Walker, [osiah B Sanborn and
Edward H. Rollins of Concord, Adit.-Gen. Joseph C. Abbott of Manchester and George Stark of
Nashua. Thirty asociates were elected at this meeting, among whom were ohn H. Gage, William
P. Ainsworth, William F. Greeley and Dr. James ]3. Greeley of Nashua. Subsequently the following
from Nashua were elected- I-I. T. 1Vforri11, V. C. Gilman, J. F. Andrews, George W. Underhill, Rev.
Martin W. Willis, Charles P. Gage, Samuel Tuck, Thomas P. Pierce, Norman Fuller, George H.
Gillis, Samuel C. Crombie, ohn N. Ball, Samuel Chase, Samuel F. Wright, Gilman Scripture,
George Bowers, Charles Williams, Charles E. Paige, Luther H. Clement, William Barrett, Thomas
G, Banks, Isaac H. 1Viarstiall, Isaac Eaton, Frank A. McKean, Alford :Fisher, Henry Parkinson, S,
S. Davis and O. A. Woodbury. At the next meeting, the battalion was increased byseventy-seven
accessions, among whom were David Gillis and Dr. J. G. Graves of Nashua. Jan. ii, 186o, George
Stark was elected colonel. The battalion was divided into four companies, A, ]3, C and D. Company
B, cgmposed mostly of Nashua men, as lVfirst organized was officered as follows: captain, [oh.n
H. Gage; first lieutenant, Bainbridge Wadleigh, Milford; second lieutenant, Joseph F. Andrews.

The first escort duty was performed June 7, 186o, at the inauguration of Gov. Ichabod Goodwin;
and the well known character of the men composing the guards as well as their elegant uniformsand
equipments, contributed to make it an occasion of more than ordinary interest. Hall’s band of
Boston furnished the music. A fine picture of the event appeared in F.rank Leslie’s paper.

The next event of special interest occurred at Nashua, and is explained by the following order"

ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, CONCORD, SEPT. I, 1860.

GENERAL ORDER NO. 4
To COLONEL GEORGE STARK, Conlmander of the Governor’s Horse Guards.

The commander-in-chief, with a view to promote improvement in the military of the state, has
ordered an encampment at Nashua on the eleventh and twelfth of October next. He hereby orders
that your ccrps parade on Railroad square in Nashua at ten o’clock A. z., on the eleventh day of
October, and there await further orders.

The corps will appear ully armed and equipped, as required by law.
By command of His Excellency,

ICHABOD Gooownv, Governor and Commander-in-Chief.
JoSH C. AoT’r, Adiutant General.

The Guards met in accordance with this order and performed escort duty for the governor and

staff, during the encampment of the state militia on the grounds of’the Greeley farm on Concord
street, as has been elsewhere described in this work. Among its Nashua officers on this occasion
were Dr. James B. Greeley, surgeon, and Franklin Munr.oe, drum maior.

The Guards performed escort duty at the inauguration o Gov. Nathaniel S. Berry, June 6, i86i,
and again at his second inauguration une 5, i862, and at each of the inaugurations of Gov. Joseph
A. Gilmore [une 4, I863, and [une 2, I864, at which latter occasion Governor Andrews and staff of
Massaclusetts were present. October I4, I864, they were ordered into camp at Manchester. Among
the officers elected at their annual encampment June I3, I864, was V. C-Gilman, captain of com-

pany B. Captain Gilman was afterwards elected maior of the battalion. "
The next and last parade was une 8, I865 being the inauguration of Gov.-elect Frederick

Smyth The.corps proceeded to the residence of Governor Gilm0re, where he and his staff were
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received into column, .rom thence the march was continued down Main to West street, where Gov,-

elect Freder.ick Smyth was received, who was accompanied from Manchester by tie Amoskeag
Veterans, under command of Col. Chandler E. Potter

At the conclusion of the inauguration ceremonies the corps, dismounted, formed and proceeded
with the govornor, the state officials and distinguished guests to the agle hotel, where the annual
dinner was served. The corps sustained its well earned reputation for efficiency and hospita!ity so
that its sun did not go down in obscurity. Company B, composed chiefly of Nashuagentlemen, took
especial pride in perfecting its drill, its sabre exercise and grace_ful appearance in the saddle, many of
its members having attended an evening riding school in Boston Wednesday evenings, returning on
the theatre train, reaching home at one-thirty A. . They also procured a French instructor in

sabre exercise, who gave a lesson at the close of the riding lesson, and very soon enabled his class to
go through the sabre exercise very creditably.

Dec. 2o, 865, an adjourned meeting of the Guards was held at Phenix hall, Concord, to hear the
report of a committee appointed at a previous meeting "to .consider the matter of- enlisting the corps
under the law of .862." -The records fail to show any report o this committee, but they do show a
resolution passed, suspending all parades and levees in the future, unless ordered by the governor,
until certain contingencies in the way of financial matters, etc., had been met and provided or by
the state.

April 24, I879, the last meeting of the Guards was held at Concord, upon the call of Col. Henry
O. Kent.

George Stark (see biography) was commissioned-brigadier-general of the New Hamlshire militia
in I858 and assigned to the command of the third brigade, second division. He held this command
until Jne, 86. He was in command of the volunteer troops organized for the war stationed at
Portsmouth, from May 2 to June 21, 1861. General Stark was a natural soldier, born to command,
well equipped in ability and experience to do service for his country and state upon the battlefield.
The circumstances that prevented him from going to the front was the regret of the loyaI citizens
Nashua and throughout the state. After the war he became one of the best known railroad managers
of the country. He died in ashua in 892.

Albin Beard was appointed brigade major under General Stark. Major Beard had been identi-
fied with the militia for many years, holding various grades of rank. He was the well,known, able
editor of the Nashua Telegraph for more than forty years. He used a pointed pen as well as the
sword in the interest of his town and state. .He did valuable service in strengthening the military
spirit and patriotism of BIashua. He was active in all public affairs, a great worker; .in these days he
would have been called a hustler of the most hustling type. (A full biographical sketch appears in
this volume. )

The Nashua Light Guards was organized in 1866 by D. . Flauders. as captain, Lemuel M. [ack-
man as first lieutenant, James A. Cobb, second lieutenant. Lieutenant Cobb succeeded Captain
Flandes in 1868. Lieutenant [ackman resigning his position, Charles T. Southvick succeeded
him. L. S. Woodbury was-c0mmissioned second lieutenant, Aug. 31, 1868. The company was
disbanded in 1869. The Nashua Light Cuards was the only company in existence for more than ten
years after the war. The military spirit of the public seemed to be seeking a rest from the intense
excitement of the days o! war’s alarnls. The men who went to the front and experienced the ser-

vice of real soldiers in the grim work of death on the battlefields from Bull lun to Appomattox
had little enthusiasm for holiday parade of play soldiers. This was a natural condition of the public
mind. Four years of bloodshed and of sorrow over the loss of beloved ones .whose lives had paid the
price of liberty and the glory of our country had made peace the boon most desired. For nearly ten
years the pomp and glory of the military of Nashua was a thing of the past. By the legislature of

1878 a change in the military laws of the state ;was enacted changing the name of the militia to the
national guard of New I-Iampshire. ’ The necessity for a more complete formation of the military of
the state had begun to be ecognized and a revival.of the military spirit to find expression.

In the fall of 1877 a-military company was organized under the name of the Nashua City Gualzds
"ald fifty-eight of the brightest and best. young men of Nashua were enrolled as members. The com-

pany was first.assigned to the First regiment, New Hampshire militia, Col. John J. Dillon. In the
re-organizati0n of the military under the .name of the New Hampshire National Guard, April , I878
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the company was transferred to the Second regiment, Col. D. M. White commanding. The credit of
the inception and work of organizing this company is due almost wholly to George W. Badger, a

veteran soldier and one of Nashua’s best known and most public spirited citizens. I-Ie secured the
names to the enrolhnent and the organization having been completed Mr. Badger solicited funds for
the purchase of arms for the company, raising nearly $i,ooo for this purpose. The first meeting of
this company, and the meetings for nearly a year subsequently, were in the old armory in the attic of
the City Hall building. In I869 the Grand Arlny hall in Laton building, Railroad square, was used
for a drill room, and room on the second floor of the same building occupied for property room. The
officers elected at the first meeting, and colnmissioned on the twenty-third day of October, 1877, were
Elbridge J. Copp (see biography), captain; Augustus D. Ayling, first lieutenant; William L. Hall,
second lieutenant. Captain Copp and Lieutenant Ayling were veterans of the war, both having
served more than three years and bh in the capacity of adjutant for the last year or more of their
service. The first served in the Third New Hampshire volunteers, and the last named in the Twenty-
fourth Massachusetts volunteers. If any military company more than another deserved the support
of the public the Nashua City Guards were surely entitled to this distinction. The days and nights
of its members were given to drill for weeks and months. Climbing laboriously the long winding
stairs into the old armory in the City Hall attic night after night for drill was not thought too great a
task. The most rigid discipline was from the first insisted upon; there was but one standard set by
the officers of the company and that was perfection of drill and discipline. The men in the company
generally recognized the necessity of thorough discipline and cheerfully rendered implicit obedience.
The real military e@rit dzz cor]Ss was, from the first, characteristic of this company. Upon entering
the armory the members taking on, voluntarily, the character of a soldier, left behind them their
identity as citizens. This extreme punctiliousness, however, was at first objected to by some few
of the company but the result achieved and progress made soon brought all into line and they gave
their hearty support and co-operation in this method of making a real military company. The writer,
who was in a position to know, does not hesitate to say, unreservedly, that never was there a more
representative company of young citizens in Nashua or in the state nor one which gave more enthusi-
asm to the work or succeeded in a higher degree in perfecting and maintaining a model military organ-
ization. The Nashua City Guards probably attained as near to the high standard of regular troops
in dri!l and discipline as any military company ever organized in the country. For years under
the systematic inspection and markings of the inspe,ctor-general of the state this company stood at
the head of all other organizations. July i, 1879 Captain Copp was promoted to major of the Second
regiment, subsequently to lieutenant-colonel, and later to the colonelcy of the regiment. Lieutenant
Ayling succeeded Captain Copp in command of the company, holding the position till July 25, 1879,
when he became adjutant-general of the state. This position he has held to the present time.
General Ayling was well equipped for the position to which he was appointed in natural ability
and experience. He has gracefully and efficiently filled the office of adjutant-general and chief of
the governor’s staff for nearly twenty years. To him the state is greatly indebted for the efficiency of
the national guard today. His method of conducting the business of his department has been strictly
military and punctilious. He believes not only in the spirit of the military law, but in the letter of
the law as well. He has a full conception of the meaning of military discipline, but he demands of
others only that which he exacts of himself. Alfred E. Hunt was appointed second lieutenant
Feb. 5, 1879, and promoted to first lieutenant July i, 1879. He was commissioned captain July 25
of the same year. Captain Hunt was a very efficient and popular commander. The company fully
sustained its high standard under his command. He brought with him into the company a valuable
experience from his military training as an officer in the military battalion in the school of technology
in Boston. At the time of his connection with the City Guards his business was that of chemist at
the works of the Nashua Iron and Steel company. Removing from Nashua to Pittsburg, Pa., he
became eminently successful in his business.

William I-I. Cheever was commissioned second lieutenant of the company, July i, 1879 and pro-
moted to first lieutenant, July 25, of the same year. Lieutenant Cheerer had proved himself a valu-
able member of the company, rising from the ranks through the various grades of corporal, sergeant,
orderly sergeant, to that of lieutenant, always the model soldier, grasping with ease the principles of
military drill and discipline. He did an important part in placing the Nashua City Guards at the
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head of the-milita.ry organizationsof the state. In I884 Lieutenant CheeVer was appointed-major
and..-assistant inspector-general on the staff of Gen, D. M, White- In- December, 1885, he was com-
missi.oned by Governor Currier inspe6tor of rifle practice. This branchof the service had not-. been
given the attention that its importance demanded, Major Cheerer’s conception of the needsof the
military service very soon brou-ght practical results through his systematic and vigorous methods,--a
practical system of rifle practice was established which has since been in use, and has placed th-e--Ig-ew

-Hamp.shire rhilitary in the front ra.lk of sharpshooters of the national guard of the-countHy.
May 3, 1881, Jason E. Tolles was comissi0ned captain of the Nashua City Guards. Captain

Tolles had risen from the ranks and was the iast commanding officer of the company. Captain Tolles
was commissioned adjutant of the Second regiment, July i; 1884; promoted to major, May 5, I’885,
and to lieutenrnt-colonel, .Aug. 5, I887, and to colo-nel of the regiment, AUg. 31, 1894, having held all
ranks from that of private in the City Guards, and proved himgelf to be a popular and efficient bffi-
cer, always the courteous soldier and gentleman, and never over,confident-of his own abilitieS. The
writer when captain commanding the City Guards thought he saw in Private Tolles the requisite
mgterial for an officer and offered him the-:p0sition of corporal. This offer was at first declined by
M. Tolles who expressed himself as fearing that he.@ould not be dble to fill the position. At the
present writing he is mayor of the city Of Nashua and also has the honor of commanding one of the
finest regiments of the national guard in the country and will undoubtedly wear the star of the ,brig-
adier in the service of his state before the end of his military service.

Andrew J. Tuck w_as Kppointed second lieutenant oi the City Guards July 25, 1879. He had pre-
.viou_sly held the positi’on of hospital steward of the Second regiment. Lieutenant Tuck’s connection
with the military was not of long duration but during his service he was always found at his post,
always soidierly and efficient; He hhs been for some years and is at the present time in the insur-
ance and real estate business.

The first year of the company’s organization a muster of the Second regiment under {he com-
man’d of Col. D. M. White was held at Nashua. The camp ground was at Fairmount heights. Th
Nashua City Guards, Capt.E..J. Copp commanding, assumed the restSonsibility of all arrangements
for camp and providing rations for the five hundred men of the regiment during the three days’ en-
campment. This, as may be understood, was a contract of no small proportions., but the company,
with the hearty co-operation of citizens, proved.equal to the emergency, fully sustaining the repUta-
tion Nashua has ever held for hospitality. The work of providing the immense amount of food was
systematically organized and carried forward to success. Committees were appOinted for each ward
for sol_iiting food from h0use-to house and for providing for the delivery of same at the camp at the
proper time. The whole city became interested in the work and very ew refusals were met by the
boy.s on t&e committee tor soliciting. Bread, beans, meats, doughnuts, pies and cakes, literally:by
the cartload, were dispatched to the camp-ground during the three days of the camp. Two large
tents hired for the occasion from Boston were erected with a cook-house built between the two for the
commissary department. One tent was for the men, the other for the officers of the regiment.and the
guests. Under the direction of George W. Badger, the chief commissary of the camp, this most
interesting feature oI the camp was a great success. The second day of the encampment Goyernor
Cheney, Adjutant-General Head, Mayor Williams and many prominent citizens were guests at dinner.
One chief feature of the dinner, in the recollection of the writer, was two roast- pigs. in all the beauty
of their corporeity, with all the usual culinary fixipgs. That the occasion was one of great enjoy-
mef,t for everyone present goes without saying. This camp was a great event in the history of the
Nashua City Guards and is one of the pleasantest recollections of the members 0f the company.

The Crowning glory of the military service of the City Guards was the memorable trip to York-
town, October; 88, in participation in the centennial celebration by the thirteen original states of
the surrender of Lord Cornwallis. The .appropriation by the legislature oI our state provided for the
send.ing of the governok and his staff, and a battalion of three companies with field officers,-staff and
band. The Selection of the-companies was from .those of highest standing as determined by the
report of the inspector-general. The companies selected were the Nashua City Guards, Co. F, Capt.
J. E, Tolles, Second regiment; Co. K, Captain Tetley,-Third regiment, and the "Stratford Guards of
Dover, Captain DemeritS:, First regiment. The commanding officer: selected Was Lieut.:Col. E. J.
Copp of the Second-regiment. Preparations for the trip were made in detail by General Ayling and
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Coloiael Copp A side-wheel steamer belonging to the Stonington line was chartered and arrange-
ments made for the embarking of the command at Providence, R.I. A contract was made with Hop-
kins & Sears, caterers, of Providence, for the important office of supplying the inner man. It is said
that through the stomach and good digestion comehappiness; then, surely, our caterers were not

responsible for any unhappiness of the New Hampshire boys on this trip. Through the courtesy
and at the suggestion of Governor Bell, Colonel Copp issued invitations for a limited number of citi-
zens to join the expedition. Quite a number of Nashua citizens accepted the invitation. Among
those who enjoyed this memorable trip were Dr. S. G. Dearborn, George F. Andrews and William H.
Reed. Nashua was represented upon Governor Bell’s staff by General Ayling, adjutant-geleral,
and Gen. Elbert Wheeler, inspector-general.

Upon arriving in Providence the New Hampshire battalion was met by the officers of the Rhode
Island military drawn up in line on Monument square. From here the New Hampshire military
were escorted to the new and elegant building of the Veteran association of Providence, where a
royal reception and banquet was tendered them. Governor Littlefield of Rhode Is/and made a speech
of welcome and Governor Bell made a reply that for appropriateness and finished rhetoric could not
be excelled. Every New Hampshire man present was proud of the governor of their state. Although
entirely unexpected, Governor Bell’s speech was a model of excellence; he appeared a living
encyclopedia of facts of history, citing New Hampshire’s and Rhode Island’s joi’nt services in the
Wars of the Revolution and the Rebellion, where Rhode Island and New Hampshire regiments
fought side by side, and of the services of the distinguished sons of Rhode Island with those of our
own New Hampshire.

After the banquet the battalion marched to the wharf where the steamer Francis lay waiting with
steam up. All on board, about five P. z., the vessel was steaming down the river. Sunday morning
found the expedition well on its way out on the broad Atlantic out of sight of land, a new experience
for most of the New Hampshire lads. There was a smooth sea but a treacherous swell; the day was
beautiful for those who could get on their sea legs, but the grandeur of the mighty deep and the
beauty of the day had no charms for many of those on board. Many a brave man went down that
day and night under that terrible malady, seasickness, the commanding officer of the expedition
leading the whole command in the intensity of his wretchedness. The services held that Sunday
morning on the deck of the steamer by Chaplain Powers was attended by a select few. Monday
morning Cape Charles was sighted, and ere long Fortress Monroe came into view, the captain of the
vessel taking the ship up along the shore off the historic but now obsolete fortress. The sight was
an interesting one to the younger generation of soldier boys, whose knowledge of the war in which
it took so prominent a part was from their school books or the stories of their fathers. Soon the
steamer was in the still waters of the York river where sea sickness was forgotten and happiness
reigned. After a beautiful ride up the river, Yorktown was reached about four P. ., Monday. The
old town that had gone to sleep after the last gun of the Civil War had ceased reverberating, was
now alive, and the scenes of war days re-enacted. War ships with bristling guns and transports,
gay with bunting and alive with Soldiers of another generation filled the harbor. The flags of
France, England and Germany floated over their representative war ships anchored alongside those
of a fleet of our own navy, the entire North Atlantic squadron. Camp had been established near the
Moore house, the scene of the surrender of Cornwallis.

The celebration, covering a period of three days, was a rare experience for our New Hampshire
soldiery. Representing one of the thirteen original states, they felt the inspiration of the hour, and
well filled the position to which they had been assigned. After the ceremony of laying the corner-
stone of the monument, the closing event of the celebration was a grand review of the military by
the president and cabinet and the foreign embassy representative of the Lafayettes, the Rochambeaus
and the yon Steubens. That Nashua and the state had reason- to be proud of their military is
attested by the universal praise given by officers high in rank and by the press generally. Upon the
review, after passing the reviewing stand, General Hancock despatched a mounted aid to inquire
what troops these were; returning with the information to the reviewing stand the aid was again sent
to the head of the column of the New Hampshire contingent, and, saluting the commander, said,
General Hancock’s compliments, and he requests your presence at the banquet this afternoon on
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board the flag ship Vandalia to be given to the foreign embassy." Colonel Copp relied, "Say to
General Hancock 1 thank him fo" this complifnent to the military 6f New Hampshire’."

The following is taken from the official organ of the army and navy; the "Army and Navy
Journal’"

"The Granite State, first on the list o the thirteen originals, contributed a battalion of three
companies, twenty full files, equipped in-a handsome blue uniform, under Lieut.-Col. E. . Copl3 o
the Second regiment, state troops. These companies were selected as the very best in the state, and
well they fulfilled their mission. They passed in solid ront receiving round after round of applause.
It is said that good goods are made up in small parcels, and here was an exemplification of the old
adage, or the New Hampshire battalion though small received a place second to none in the
passage."

The command embarked on the steamer Francis, Thursday afternoon, for home. A head wind
and a rolling sea made the return voyage a repetition of the outward passage; sea-sickness was
general and no little alarm prevailed among the more timid of those on board. Many o. the party
adiusted life preservers and prepared themselves for the worst, fully beli_eving that the ship and all
on board would go to the bottom of the sea. Providence was reached in safety about noon on
Saturday and soon all were en route by rail or home.

The citizens of Nashua, from the organization of the company to the end., took pride in giving to
the City Guards their united_support. Its honorary membership included more than one hundred of
the leading citizens of the city. The social eatures were no small part of the strength of the com-
pany, as indeed it must be in all volunteer military organizations in time o peace. The "annual
concert and ball" of the Nashua City Guards became the social event of the city, patronized by the
ashion and wealth o Nashua. The company was disbanded at the end o its five years’ service.

An attempt was made to contin,ue the organization as an independent military company for
social purposes. The social features, however, crystalized into a club known as the City Guards
Veteran association, the military part soon dropping out and disappearing.

Company I, Foster Rifles, Second regiment, was organized in the spring of 1879. The company
was named in honor of Gen. John G. Foster, Nashua’s most illustrious soldier. James A. Cobbwas
commissioned captain, Edward H. Parmenter, first lieutenant, and Judson A. Sawyer, second lieu-
tenant, April 3, 1879. From the first inception and organization of the company, these three officers
exhibited an enthusiasm and devotion to their duties rarely excelled. They were all veteran so’idiers
of the war of 1861. Experience has demonstrated that the ideal militia officer is one wlio has seen
actual service and retains his military enthusiasm in the ranks of the militia. With these conditions
in this organization there could be no other result than a most excellent military company. It has
retained its organization to tile present day; and through all the years it has maintained the high
standing it first attained. Each annual inspection by the inspector-general finds the company in the
same excellent condition, although there have been many changes among the officers andin the ranks
the same military enthusiasm and company pride continues to exist. An inspection by the inspector-
general of to-day is quite a different thing from that of the old inspections of the militia days. It
means something more than a superficial examination of the company. It now means a rigid, critical
examination of every detail in the soldier, the uniform, arms and equipment, as well as the drill and
discipline of the company. First, the general appearance of officers and men in line, the position of
the soldier in detail, from the angle of each foot to the elevation of the chin; poise of the head and
direction of the eyes, the exact position of the arms and hands and fingers in clasping their sword or
rifle, and on to the manual of arms and evolution of the company. It is not too much to say of this
company that it is not excelled by any other organization in the state. Company I has also carried
off’the honors in rifle practice and sharpshooting for several successive years; Lieutenant Degnan
taking the prize gold medal at every competitive rifle practice for the past ten years, and holding the
regimental and state badges, The company holds all trophies offered by the state for marksmanship
and sharpshooting.

The armory of this company was for several years in the Perham building, corner of Canal, and
Orange streets, occupying the third floor. In 1890 the company moved into the new and
elegant qu_arters in the armory on Canal street. Lieutenant Parmenter was promoted to captain,
Sept. i, 1884. Lieutenant Sawyer resigning, E: I-I. Saunder was commissioned first lieutenant and C.
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E. Lawrence,. second lieutenant, June 6, !885. Willis H.. Goodspeed was commissioned captain,
William R. Seaman, first lieutenant, and F. H. Thompson, second lieutenan.t, May .25, 189o. Feb
5, 1895, Captain Goodspeed was promoted to major and Lieutenant Thompson commissioned captain.

The company has an honorary membership of about one hundred of Nashua,s business men .who
take pleasure in giving to the company their support. The annual ball in February and clambake in
September, attended largely by its honorary membership, have been a social success through all the
years of its organization.

Company C, Second regiment, N. H. N. G., was organized April 23, 1:887. Capt. James A. Cobb
was first eleetect captain, C. T. Lund, first lieutenant, and-E. C. Emerson, second lieutenant. Cap-
tain Cobb and Lieutenant Lund resigning May 25 of the same year, E. H. Saunders was commis-
sioned captain and H. S. Stevens first lieutenant and W. H. Livingston second lieutenant. The
other officers of this company gucceeding were W. I. L. Elliott, captain, who was succeeded Nov. 24,

1896, by Ernest S. Woods, who is in command of the company at the present.time, Charles A. Poff,
first lieutenant, Thomas J. Dane, second lieutenant. This company also became quite efficient in
rifle practice,-.H.F. Gains winning a prize medal, and among the best shots were Captain Elliott, E.
J. Stanton, H. F. Long, George H. Conant and J.-O. Laton.

Company K, Second regiment, known as the Tolles Light Infantry, the l’ast company organized
in Nashua to the present time, also occupies the armory on- Canal street. W, I. Blanchard, a wide-
awake: and popular young physician, was nominated and commissioned its first captain. He was pro-
moted to major of the Second regiment May 16, 1893, being succeeded by C. E. Faxon incommand
of the company. Samuel S. Spaulding was commissioned first lieutenant and Arttiur E. Bowers
second lieutenant. Each having resigned they have been succeeded by Arthur G. Shattuck and Charles
H. Barker. Captain Faxon’s first military service was as sergeant-major of the Second regiment. His
efficiency soon won for him promotion to the position 0f adjutant of the regiment, serv.ing in this
capacity till June 5, 1889, the term of his commission expiring at that time. Gen. J. N. Patterson
succeeding to the command of the regiment selected Adjutant Faxon as assistant inspector-gefieral
With the rank of major.

Upon Colonel Copp’s promotion to the command of the Second regiment, the headquarters of the
regiment were established at Nashua. The following, Nashuans were appointed upon the staff of the
colonel commanding"

Adjutant, Jason E. Tolles; quartermaster, George P.Kimball;-surgeon, Dr. Charles C. Ellis;
chaplain," Rev. George W. Grover; paymaster, Charles A. Roby.

Upon subsequent promotion of Adjutant Tolles, William E. Spalding was commissioned-adjutant.
After holding the position for about one ye_ar and upon lea/cing for Europe, Adjutaat Spalding
resigned his conimission. In 1887 he was appointed upon the staff of Governor Sawyer with the
rank of colonel. Colonel Spalding at the present time is cashier o the First National bank.

Quartermaster Kimball proved to be a very efficient officer, in an important and difficult position.
Chaplain Grover was a most popular spiritual adviser, and an enthusiastic officer. He served through
his full term of five years. At the time of his app(intment and for some years after, he was pas.t.or of
the Pilgrim church. A brilliant man, a scholar and. a pulpit o)ator of a high order.

Paymaster Roby is a son of Luther A. Roby, and is one of Nashua’s bright young business men.
In 88o an encampment of the Second regiment was held at Peterboro. This was the last of

the regimental camps.
In 88x a brigade, camp ground was established at Concord, upon the fair grounds upon the east

side o the Merrimack river. These grounds were subsequently purchased by the state, enlarged and
improved, and at the present time are equalled by few .states in the country. I-Iere the annual
encampment of the entire state troops is holden. The several Nashua military companies go into
camp annually. It is the event of the whole year. It is here that the year’s experience and instruc-
tion is exemplified.

The discipline of the encampments of to-day is vastly improved over that of the old militia days,
yet it is the writer’s observation that too much license is permitted and in too many instances military
discipline is_made subordinate to good,fellowship-and social pleasure. Upon military discipline
depends the life and usefulness of the military organization.



While it is not the province of the historian to assume the role of critic, he remarks in passing
that the jealous eye of tile public should be, and is, upon the morale of the military establishment, as
a disciplined military body under efficient officers at all times and conditions for efficient service--
and this condition is only possible through dis.ciplinenthe National Guard is of the first importance;
but without discipline, and as an ornamental appendage for social enioyment, it becomes too expen-
sive a luxury to be supported by a tax burdened people.

The history of the military of Nashua without a record of the building of the Nashua armory as
a home for the military would be incomplete- Its need had long been apparent. The annual appro-
priations by the legislature is insufficient to meet the wants of the military of the state and it is to the
several cities and towns that the people must look for co-operation. The direct benefit to the city or
town in which the military is located gives to such organizations a claim for support from the city or
town and it has become a recognized principle with the state that the city or town that would or could
not furnish suitable armory accommodations has no claim upon the state for maintaining there a mili-
tary organization. The Nashua companies had for years been without suitable armories and it had
been upon the hope of having better quarters that the organizations had been kept alive. The time
had now come when definite action must be taken or the military of Nashua would be a thing of the
past. With what success the matter was carried forward the writer will leave for others to put upon
record.

The following relative to the building of the armory is from the Nashua Daily Telegraph
Before the first day of January, I89r, will be dedicated in this city the finest armory erected by

a private corporation in the United States. A credit alike to its promoters, to the city, the state and
the national guard of New Hampshire.

"This week the carpenters will finish their labors, then the painters will have the run of the
building for a couple of weeks, and then, the grand dedication and military ball will take place on a

date in the.latter part of this month yet to be determined upon.
Two years ago the idea first suggested itself to Col. E. J. Copp, the commanding officer of the

Second regiment, N. H. N. G., that the Nashua militia should have a home for themselves that
should be a credit to themselves and the city. The companies were then as now insufficiently quar-
tered. A meeting was called in the court room by Colonel Copp early in the spring of 1889. It had
been preceded by several letters in this paper written by this same gentleman urging the necessity of
an armory in this city. Several meetings were held they finally resulting in June, 1889, of the
Nashua Armory association being formed with Col. E. J. Copp as president; the directors, J. A.
Spalding, C. H. Burke, J. I-t. Dunlap and C. A. Roby, the latter being also clerk and treasurer.

There was considerable delay in the selecting of a site for the proposed armory, and several
plans were submitted to the association before the present excellent site on Canal street, and the plans
now being carried out, were-decided upon. From one cause or another beyond the control of the
committee i1{ charge, work has been delayed and the dedication, which was confidently expected to
occur early in the fall, has not yet been fully decided upon.

"" From the first the brunt of the work, the planning, the raising of the stock, and the details of
pushing the scheme to the glorious success it is sure to be within a month, fell to Col. E. J. Copp. It
is even hardly giving him the credit due him to state that but for him the armory would not have been
built. It will be a lasting monument to his worth and energy as a citizen.

The plans for the dedication, which have not yet been fully matured, include dedication exer-
cises and a grand military ball. The exercises will take place in the afternoon and the ball in the
evening. Among those who will be invited are Gov. D. H.. Goodell and staff, the entire militia of the

state, prominent military men of this and adjoining states and many other prominent men. It has
not yet been decided upon who will make all the addresses but previous to the exercises, it is proba-.
ble that the finest military parade seen here since the ledication of the soldiers’ monument will be
made through the principal streets. In the evening the military ball in the drill shed is expected to

eclipse anything of the kind ever witnessed in this city. The ball will be an invitation affair. After
the dedication the companies will at once take charge of their headquarters.

The building itself is in the style of the old feudal castles, less familia-rly known in this country
than across the water. Its excellent site on the top of a slight slope, with ample grounds in front.,
add much to the charm the outside has to passers-by. The building, the only one in the city of its
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peculiar style, rises three stories in the front, With irregular roof, above a basement half above the
ground. The head house is built of cobble stone and brick with single and triple arched stone sur-
rounded windows. The wide, arched main entrance is in the center, the walk leading directly from
the street to it. It will be the finest entrance in any building in Nashua. Directly to the east rises
the octagon tower of brick, fifty feet high in three stories. The tower will be surmounted by a forty
foot flag staff, from which ’Old Glory will float much of the time. There are entrances on the east
and west sides of the drill sheds, and from Grove street into the basement of the head house. The
outside dimensions of the head house are seventy feet long by thirty feet deep, and those of the drill
shed are fifty by ninety feet. The appearance of the outside is novel, unique and in perfect harmony
with the purpose for which the building is to be devoted.

But it is not until one passes inside the armory that the full effect of the beautiful and conveni-
ent headquarters that will hereafter be the home of Nashua’s military can be realized. The outside
promises much and the inside more than fulfills the expectations.

Passing through the ample-sized double cypress doors, panelled with the only bull’s eye glass
probably in use in the state, one steps into an ample hallway which will be handsomely tinted and
lighted by an elegant chandelier. At the immediate left is the conveniently arranged ticket office.
To the west of this is the general headquarters which will also be used as ladies’ room. It is an
ample-sized room with a single and triple arch windows that give a fine view southward. At the
west end of the headquarters is a handsome oak mantel above tiles of sea green. The entrance is a
double doorway with heavy cypress doors. A small door to the left of the main doorway leads to the
ladies’ dressing room. At the extreme west end of the head house is the serving room, with a dumb
waiter running from the kitchen in the basement. Next east by the stairway is the cloak room. At
the right of the main entrance a doorway leads into the tower, which is taken up with winding stairs
that lead from the basement to the band room in the third story. By these stairs the rooms on the
second and third floor and basement can be reached without entering the main floor beyond the
entrance. Just to the north of the tower room is the reception and reading room with a double door
leading into the hallway. Opposite the door is a large fireplace with handsolne tiles and surmounted
with a heavy oak mantel. The room will be richly furnished.

"A double doorway opposite the main entrance opens into the drill shed, the finest one in the
state. In its ninety feet of length and fifty of width there is not a siagle pillar to obstruct the move-
ments of the soldiers or dancers. On th south side is an ample balcony for the musicians and on the
west a stage sixteen by thirty feet. To the tip of the roof it is forty feet, and it is supported by five
arched bases, over the floor and two half ones at each end. The floor is birch, and probably the
finest in the city. The walls will be tinted and painted in harmonious colors, and it will be the finest
dance and drill hall in the city. Each of the local companies will drill there one night in each week,
to be hereafter selected.

An easy winding flight of stairs, with heavy banisters, leads to the second floor where are the
companies’ suites of rooms. There are three suites, each of two rooms, with double doors between,
ahd ample arched windows, giving a fine view of the surrounding country. The smaller of the two
rooms in each suite is for the officers, and the larger for the privates. When the double doors are
thrown back it practically makes one large room of the two. On the glass panels of the main door
of each suite will be painted the company’s name that occupies it. The center suite, looking directly
over Canal street, has already been selected by the Foster Rifles as its headqurters, and will be fitted
up in the most expensive and luxurious style seen in any public rooms in this city. Company C has
not as yet selected its headquarters. At the west end of the stairs is the gentlemen’s dressing room.
At the right of head of the stairs is the entrance to the tower leading to the ample-sized sightly band
room on the third floor. That will be occupied by the Sedond regiment band. At the west side of
the room a short stairway leads to the roof, practically an exterior roof balcony. There in open air
the band will rehearse on summer evenings.

"The basement is an enormous one and all of it will be utilized. At the foot of the tower stairs
is the Gatling gun room with a wide opening on Grove street. Next north is the armorer’s room in
which will be fitted up a work be.rich for the repairs of guns, etc., and which also contains an ammu-
nition vault with an iron door. Then the pool room, for the exclusive use of members, will have a
fine table. Behind this are two large company store rooms. Directly under the entrance is the
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boiler room, fitted up with a thirty horse power boiler. Beyond is a generous sized lavatory with
marble wash bowls, etc. The kitchen is at the extreme southwest corner and will be generously fitted

up with stoves, sink, closets, dumb waiter and all conveniences.
"The rifle range in the center of the basement, shooting to a solid rock wall at the west end, is

seventy feet long and eight vide. A bowling alley will also be built in the same place later. These,
like the pool room, will be for the exclusive use of the companies and stockholders. The larger part
of the rear of the basement will be occupied by storage room which will be to rent, the entrance being
on Grove street.

"The building is a model of its kind, substantially and elegantly built. The timbers are all of
the best of southern pine. The armory will be lighted by gas and electricity and heated by steam.
The stone masonry was done by Thomas Kelly brick work, E. G. Spalding piping and plumbing,
F. O. Ray; carpenter work, H. A. Holt. All have done excellent work.

"The armory will be for the exclusive use of the members of the two local companies, band, and
stockholders of the association. They will be allowed the liberties of the public rooms, including
the reading rooms, at all times, subject to the rules of the association. The hall will also be let for
dances, etc., as the association deems proper.

"Nashua has reason to feel proud of the architectural beauty of the armory; of-the future home
of its military companies that is not equaled in the state and of the public spirit of the chief protnoters
of the association which made the armory a fact."
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