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SOCIETIES AND CLUBS.
BY HENRY A. CUTTER.

I-IE societies and clubs of a place are indicative in a way, of the character and tastes of th4
people. And the influence of such organizations work for the good or bad;.and mould the
thoughts and actions of communities. The benefits of organizations along the lineS :of
active Charities, or in the corisideration of abstract moral principles, or in the promotion of

good fellowship is obvious. Such, practically,’ are th4 purposes of the various associations Which
have been organized and maintained by oir citizens. It is safe to say that Nashua has supp)rted
more organizations of the Various kinds specified than any other city of its size in the state. At the
same time, the-home life, which is the most. powerful: factor of the integrity of any community, has
not been neglected, as it is apt to be, whenever the outside influences are as str6n..g as they are, and
have been, in a cosmopolitan city like Nashua.

There are numerous organizations, w.hich, being al]ied to either the church, the military, or to
life :insurance and Other business ventures, will not be presented in the limits of this chapter,
which treats mainly of such bodies as are social, or quasi-social in their main-characteristics. There
have been bodies formed for mere temporary purposes wl/ich have not had any effect upon the people,
and they can hardly be treated of historically. There have been other associations whose obiects
have been of a purely private nature, and in w_hiCh the public gnerallyhas no interest.

A survey of our past /ocial condition-shows ":the club" to be of comparatively late origin.
Hitherto we find nothing that is analagous to it. The people formerly, insted of forming clubs,
received their friends a:t their homes, and depended-more upon church sociables, and lecture courses
f0r"their entertainment. I the dispensation of charity theyacted to a greater extent independently
of each other. Unity of action seems to be a principle that the last and the p-resent generation have
extended into every phase of life Sociological matters have apparently followed the trend of
poiiteal power and become more centaiized. An article upon this subiect portrays a present status
solely.

The pioneer of organizations which are semi-social in their character isthe Masonic lodge, and
the oldest Masonic body of Nashua is Rising Sun lodge, number 39, A.: F. and A. M., which was
instituted on the thirteenth.day of June, 1822, under a di,spensation from the grand lodge of the state
of New I-Iampsh]re, Joshua Darling, grand master. Willard Marshall, Ephraim Blanchard, and

John Lund were the prime movers in securing its organization. The first meeting was held [une 26,
1822, and Ephraim B.lanchard was elected its first maste.r..Oct. 15 of that year there was a public
consecration in the "meeting-house," and Thomas-W. Phillips of Boston delivered the oration.
This meeting-house stood near the Harbor burial ground. The following is a list of its senior
0fficers,.--the-master, with the years of. service" Ephraim Blanchard, 1822, :I823; Alfred Greeley,
1824, 1847, 1848, 184.9, 1854; Israel Hunt, Jr., .i825, i826, I833i 1834, 1835, 184.5, 1846; ohn 1V[.

Hunt, 1827 Stephen W. Balcome, 1828; Col. Leonard W: Noyes, 1829; William Boardman, 183o;
Luther Ballard, 183!, 1832; Jacob Hall, 1836, 1837, 1838, 1839, I84o, 1841, 1842; Dr. Elijah Colburn,
1843, 1844; Thomas Pearson 186o; George A. Rollins, 1861; William W. Bailey, 1862, 1863;
Thomas [. Rockw0od; I864 1865; Charles E. Paige, 1866; William .Barrett, 1867; Edward Parker,
1868;..: Henry NI. Davis, 1869; Frank A. McKean,- i87o; Dr. Oliver A. Woodbury, 1871 1872 Dr.
Geor_ge W. Currier, I873, 1876; Henry A. Marsh, 1874, i875; Mark R. Buxton, 1877 1878 1879
John A. Grater, i88o, I883; Ralph A. Arnold, 1881; Col. William H. D. Cochrane, 1882; Henry A.
Cutter, 1884, i885; George R. Pierce, 1886, 1887; George A. Underhill, 1888, !889; Warren G.
Howe, 189o; John H. Clark, 1891, 1892; James H; Blake, 1893, 1894; Edward H. Wason, 1895
1896. It will be seen that prominent men of the place, lawyers, doctors, merchant and others have
been leaders in this body. During its life of three quarters of a c4ntury it has had various lodge
rooms; it originally held its meetings in a dwelling at the Harbor. It has since occupied rooms in
the old Greeley building, in.the old Exchange building, and for over twenty years it.occupied "the
third floor of Nutt’s building. Jan. 21, 189o, it held its first meeting in Masonic temple.
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It organized with but few members, and it has grown to be the second largest lodge in the state,
with a membership of nearly three hundred. It has maintained: a high rank masonically in the state,
and some of its members have been the senior officer of the grand lodge of the state of New
Hampshire. Frank A. McKean, George W. Currier and Henry A. Marsh have occupied that
position. George W. Currier has also attained a like distinction in the grand chapter, and in the
grand commandery of Knight’s Templar. The position of eminent grand commander has also been
held by Milton A. Taylor, John H. Clark and .Henry A. Marsh. The influential and business.men
of the town and city have been members of Rising Sun lodge. It has a sizable charity fund, which
has been well managed and safely invested. Its long life and present condition attests its fitness to
its environment and gives promise of an indefinite period of usefulness amongst us. Judge Charles
F. Gore bequeathed to the lodge a tomb in the old Nashua cemetery, in which his remains now
repose.

Ancient York lodge, number 89, A. F. and A. M., was first organized under a dispensation
granted by the grand lodge, May 19, 187o. May 18, 1871, it acquired a charter. Its charter members
were Edward Parker, Dana Sargent, Albert H Saunders, Benjamin Fletcher, Jr., Martin V. B.
Greene, Leonard C. Farwe11, and George W. Moore. The following is a list of the masters, with the
years of their service" Edward Parker, x87o; Albert H. Saunders, 1871; Martin V. B. Greene,
1872; Herman F. Dane, I873, 1874; Joshua W. Hunt, 1875 Addison W. Knight, 1876 1877;
George E. Spalding, 1878; George B. Bowler, 1879, 188o; Sidney H. Favor, 1885, 1886; Joseph
Shattuck, 1887; Frank W. Adams, 1888, 1889; Hendrick B. Gordon, I89O, 1891; Edward O- Fifie.ld,
1893, 1894; Edward P. Graham, 1895, 1896. This lodge has a membership of one hundred and
sixty-four. The fact that it has attained a membership of large size in a comparatively short time
proves its popularity.

In xS7 a dispensation was granted to establish Meridian Sun Royal Arch chapter, number 9, in
Nashua, but the charter was not granted until Sept. , I88. This body has had a flourishing
existence, and now has a membership of two hundred and twenty-five companions. William Board-
man was the first senior officer, and Edward O. Fifield is the present incumbent of that chair.

Israel Hunt council, number 8, R. and S. M., was chartered Feb. 7, x875, with Daniel R.
Marshall, Aaron King, John C. Knowles, John D. Chandler, Oliver IK. Phillips, Charles H. Fosdick,
Isaac Eaton, William Barrett, Thomas Pearson, William S. Atwood, Silas S. Drew and Artemua
Knight, as charter members. The first senior officer was William O. Clough. Its membership is
about one hundred and fifty..

an. x6, x867, Hiram T. Morrill, ohn M. Sanborn, Oliver H. Phillips, Alfred Greeley, Thomas
Pearson Stillman Chase, Aaron King, Dana Sargent, William S. Atw6od, Daniel R. Marshall,
William Barrett; George H. Gillis, William H. IK. Kinds, and Joa. H. Nottage petitioned the grand
commandery of New Hampshire for a dispensation to establish a commandery in Nashua, and in
consequence a dispensation was granted and the first conclave of St. George commandery, Knights
Templar, was held Feb. 6, x867. A charter was subsequently granted Sept. 9, 868. William
Barrett was the first eminent commander, and George Frank Hammond is the present eminent
commander. This body has had a prosperous existence since its establishment. The men who go to
make up the activity of the lower Masonic bodies, to a great extent, are to be credited with the
success of this body. It has a membership of about one hundred and seventy-five knights, who are
mostly citizens oi Nashua. It is one o the most popular societies in our midst.

June I9, x863, the national grand body of 33d degree Masons granted a charter to Aaron P.
Hughes, Aaron King, Oliver H. Phillips, Alfred Greeley, Israel Hunt, William Barrett, 0liver A.
Woodbury, Isaac Eaton, oseph A. Gilmore, Natt Head, and twenty-two others to orm a grand
consistory or the state of New Hampshire. Aaron P. Hughes was the first senior grand officer.

June 7, x864, charters were granted to form the subordinate bodies, with the following titles- Aaron
P. Hughes lodge of Perfection; Oriental council, Princes of Jerusalem; St. George chapter of Rose
Croix; Edward A. Raymond consistory. James P. S. Otterson was the first senior officer of the
lodge; Henry ]3. Atherton was the first senior officer of the council; Hiram D. Woods was the first
senior officer of the chapter, and William Barrett was the first senior officer oi the consistory.

The growth in this branch of Masonry was somewhat slow until about 883, since which time
the membership has increased very rapidly. Nashua, until very receni:ly, has beenthe only place in
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the state where these degrees were conferred. The membership in the consistory is about five
hundred and seventy,five.

Connected with the Masonic bodies, although in the nature of a business enterprise, is the
Masonic Buildingassociation, which in this chapter it may be well to recognize.

T.his is a corporation, chartered May 16, 1889. It owes its inception chiefly to Dr. George W.
Currier, who conceived the idea, and with the co-operation of Such men as W. D. CadWell, George lg-

Anderson, George R. Pierce, Dr. George A. Underhill, Joseph Shattuck, George A. Rollins, Rev.
Henry B. Smith, Henry A. Cutter, the buildi.ng--was completed. Nearly.every Mason in the city
responded in taking at least one share of the $5o,ooo capital, The corner stone was laid Sept. I4-,

1-889, by tl/e grand lodge of New Hampshire, George W. Currier, M. W. G. M. The organ was
purchased by a voluntary subscription amountilig to $i,8oo, which was pledged in a single evening.
Mrs. Aaron King, Mrs. John M. Hunt and Mrs. G. Warren Greene added one hundred dollars each
to that fund. The building was dedicated Jan. 2i, I89I. Rev. 1. C. Bolles, D. D., of New York,
delivered the oration in the-afternoon. A banquet was had in the theatre at six o’clock, J. Tyler
I-Iickg & Co. of Boston being the caterers.. At eight o’clock a reception was held. At nine o’clock
a musical entertainment took place in the lodge room; the Mendelssohn male quartette, Howard M.
Dow, organist, and Miss L. E. Dow, vocalist, being the talent. Afterwards dancing in the banquet
hail concluded the day.

All the Masonic bodies occupy the thi}-d and fourth floors of the Masonic temple. Each body
eleetsa trustee, and that body of trustees rent the apartments of the Masonic Building association
and adjust the rents among the various occupants, and have general charge of the quarters.

Odd Fellowship has had a’thriving existence-since its first institution in Nashua. The oldest
body in the state is found herE.

Granite lodge, number i, I. O. O. F., was instituted Sept. ii, I843, anal it was chartered Sept.
i6, I844.’ The. ’charter melnbers were O. D. Murray, C. T. Ridgway, David Philbrick, Ctiarles T.
Gill,.Edward P. Emerson," Edwin P. Hilt and others. David Philbrick was the first noble grand.
It has had over one thousand members. It was first located in the old Exchange building, afterwards
it ocetipied a part of Noyes block, then in Telegraph building, in Goodrich building and finally,
When:the I. O. O. F. temple was built, it removed into that magnificent building where it has lodge
room..,,accommodations second to none in the country. Pennichuck lodge, number 44, I. O. O. ’.,
Was chartered :Aug. i8, I859. ,Its charter members were Leonard C. Farwell, Samuel K. Wellman,
Edward P. Emerson, Franklin Munroe, John M. Sanborn, Jacob D- March, Ezra Davis and C. C. C.
Hill.

Olive Branch lodge, number i, Daughters of Rebekah, was instituted Nov. i6, x886. Its charter
members were George E. Bagley, Norman lg. Bragg; Arthur M. Davis, George E. Danforth, Menzel
P. French, Charles A. Goldthwait and others.

Naslioonon encampment, number i, was instituted May 9, I844, and was chartered Aug. I5,

1848. Its chartei members were David Philbrick, Rev. C. L. Arnold, O. D. Murray, C. T. Ridgway,
B. D-. Bingham, Jon. A,-Itosmer and others. This is the oldest encampment in the state.

Indian Head eneampment number 2o, was chartered Jan. I4, I873. Prominent among its
charter" members were Benja’min Fletcher, Albert Beard, William S. Atwood, H. F. Dane, A. P.
I-Iendrick and W. E. Taggart.

Patriarchs Militant, Canton A, number 9, was chartered under this title Nay a9, I89o. Odd
Fellows who were prominent in securing its institution were Jason E. Tolles, Charles It. Dunlap,
William M. Witkins; Horace S. Ashley, James I-I. Reed and John A. Fisher and others. This has
been a very popMar and active body and at present has a membership o5 over one hundred. Mem-
bers of the two encampments had, previous to the date of the charter of the canton, maintained
an organization as a uniformed rank since Oct. 7, I879 R. M. Blanchard was the fii’st captain.
Even before that date they had drilled asia military company. .They attended the dedication of the
Odd Fellows temple in Boston, with M. G. V’ilson as captain. :They were the first company of
uniformed Odd’Fellows in Boston.

The needs of the Odd Fellows of Nashua demanding better accommodations, a number o5 Odd
Fellows, who reMized the success which had attended the efforts of the Masons in building the
Masonic temple, called a meeting of the Odd Fellows of Nashua and formed a corporation under the



statutes. -This eorpor.ation was chartered Feb. 9, x89, with a capital stock of $75,ooo, It was
organized with J. W, Howard, president; Frederick aton, treasurer; George ., Danfo.rth, eierk,
The directors immediately took the matter in :hand and secured one of the best cot-net los
street. With the support of the fraternity behind them, the building soon became an assured-thing,

The 4aying of the corner, stone’, of the Odd Fellows builffing withimposing ceremonies occurred
May x4, x89x, The procession eonSisted of various cantons and lodges from the. adiaeent towns and
from. many distant places. It-was. under the marshalship of Gen. Charles W- Stevens, The ,.:build-
ings along the line of march, were profusely deeo.vatd, an. the city had the aPPearance of a fete day-,
The ceremonies were performed aeeordi;ng to the ritual of the order by canton A, number 9. An
oration was delivered by ex,eongressman O. C. Moore, which presented a picture of the city as it wilt
appear with its new building eontrated with its appearance half-a century ago. It was listened to_

with marked attention by a vast-throng .which filled the .e0ntiguous streets. A- banquet to over six-
hundred in the Gilman card hop on Pearson avenue was served a six o;eloek, A grand ball .at the
Tashua theatre in the evening concluded the festivities, of a most eventful day in the annals of
Nashua.. The dedication was a .memorable event. April 6, x89, is a marked day in the istory of
the" order, and initiated a new ea in Odd Fe11.owshp for Nashua. "Favored by a beautiful day.,
and at a time of year when all nature was ,propitious., the beau-tiful btti!ding was consecrated to the
work of benevolence and .good deeds of the noble order of Odd Fellows.

During the forenoon theloeal bodies were busy escorting visiting lodges and .fraters to the
various places of entertainment, In the afternoon a processionof over one thousand Odd Fellows in
line proceeded from the old lodge rooms to t-he new ed.ifiee where the work was performed, in full form
by Granite lodge, number , Rufus S. Bruce, N. G. Thee.music was furnished-by the Ariel quartette,
], O. Wood, J. M. ]31akey, G . Danforth and H. L. Sanderson. A bountiful and elaborate
banquet:was., served in the City Hall at six o’clock, Tanner of Haverhill-.being the caterer It. S,

Ashley was chatirman of the banquet_committee.’ Gen.-C. W-. Stevens sat at the:headof the table,
with the governor, H. A, Turtle, at :his right hand:,. Who with-other,: eminent guests graced the
occasion; Over four hundred plateswe.re laid. This most joyous and ever to be-remembered day
terminated with a dance and that apartment, which is to be the scene of many future happy and

gladsome gatherings, was tested to its fullest capacity..
The Knights of Pythias have threesubordinate lodges here :. Nashua lodge,’ number 5, instituted

May 9, 1870; ]vening Star lodge, number 35, instituted March 4, 1890; and Rathbone Sisters,
Nashua Star Temple, number 4, besides the uniformed .rank, S. S. Davis division, number 2. The
secret order has: had a flourishing existence. The late S. S. Davis was at one time the senir-national
grand officer.

There are many other societies, a: mere. enumera.tion: 0f which will suffice to show t:o what extent
our !citizens believe in a combination of effort.

Improved-Order of Red :Men, Independent Order. of Good Templars,. Patrons .o Husbandry,
Ancient .Order of Foresters, :American Legion of,Hon0r, Ancient. Order of ttibernians,. Ancient
Order of United Workmen, Daughters of Liberty, Knights and La.dies o Honor, Knights.of Honor,
Order of United Atuerican Mechanics, Brotherhood of ]ngineers, Order o United FriendS, Order of
the World, United Order of the Golden Cross, United Order o the Pilgrim Fathers, Circle Montcalm,
.Union St. Jean Baptiste, Ligue Du Sacre Coeur, Knights of Columbus and others.

The societies are o comparitively late origin, and have achieved success. They have a secret

ritualistic. work, in which the gefleral public is not interested, but tie social atmosphere which sur-

rounds that work begets a spirit of goodellowship, which ha. wrought the citizens together in other
undertakingsi and has tended to make us more one people in :strife.with the outer world. Certain Of
these societies have kindly responded to the-invitation of the writer to furnish data in regard.
them-selves.-

John.G: Foster post, number 7, G. A. R.:, was chartered Feb. 4, i858.. It o:e.s its existence in a

large measure, if tO any one person more than another, to the efforts of the late Col. George Bowers.
He was its first commander. The charter members were Col. George Bowers, Capt. Henry B, Ather-:
ton, Maj. Timothy B. Crowley, Col. Dana W. King, Maj. Richard-O Greenleaf, Tyler M, S’htuck,
]lmer A.: Haskins,. Noah T. Joy,.Moses ]. Wilkins and ]lijah :R:.Wilkins. Matthew :T. ’Benton
was the epartment commander at thattime.
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Its first meeting was held in Beasom building, and then in succession it occupied the third floor
of old Exchange building, the attic floor of the City Hall, the third floor of the County building,
the third floor of Laton building on Railroad square, and in 894 it acquired the Park street chapel,
where _it_has now exceptionally fine quarters. Its membership is now over two hundred veterans. It
has been distinguished by having had three of its members department commanders. Alvin S.
Eaton, Col. George Bowers and Col. Frank G. Noyes have served in that capacity with credit to
themselves and to the post.

One of the most important events in its history was the erection of the soldiers’ monument. It is
to the credit of the organization that such a monument graces one of the public squares of our city.
The idea was first conceived in the hall of the post, a committee was appointed to ask the assistance
of the city in the furtherance of the plan. For a great many years previous to any definite action
being taken, by the post, this question had been stirring the minds of the veterans. The matter was
carried before the city government, and an appropriation of $,o0o was secured. A building com-
mittee of five from the city government, with Charles H. Burke, mayor, chairman, and three from the
post, Col. Frank G. Noyes, Gen. Charles W. Stevens and Dr. Royal B. Prescott was appointed.
This committee advertised for plans, and thirty-six were submitted, from which a choice was to be
made. Those selected were by T. M. Perry, and the contract was awarded to Frederick & Field of
Quincy, Mass. The corner stone was laid by the grand lodge of the state of New Hampshire, George
W. Currier, M. W. G. M., May 3o, 889. On the afternoon of that day a proeessionMilton A.
Taylor, chief marshal_--was formed on Main street and marched to Abbot square. The procession
consisted of a battalion of the militia under command of Maj. Jason E. Tolles, companies I and C,
the Nashua High School cadets, Sons of Veterans, two steamers, Pennichuck hose, and Union Hook
and Ladder companies of the Nashua fire department, Canton A, P. M., Knights of the Sherwood
Forest, Ancient Order of ttibernians, Union St. Jean Baptiste society, St. George e.ommandery K.
T., Trinity eommandery, K. T., of Manchester, Nt. I-Ioreb eommandery, K. T., of Concord, grand
eommandery, grand lodge, A. F. and A. M., city government in carriages. The exercises consiseed
of opening address by the mayor, Capt. E. M. Shaw spoke in behalf of the post. The formal cere-
mony on the part of the grand lodge was performed. Col. F. O. Noyes delivered an eloquent oration,
kindled the memories of the surviving veterans, and touched the heart of the large audience which
had crowded into the square, where many of the boys of ’6 had spoken a last good-bye to their
friends and begun their iourney to the front. Benediction by Rev. I-I. B. Smith, R. W. grand chap-
lain, closed the service. The architect of the monument was T. M. Perry of Quincy, Mass. The
model of the bronze sailor was made by S. J. O’Kelley, sculptor, of Boston, and that of the soldier
was by C. Buberl, sculptor, of New York. Among the various articles deposited under the corner-
stone was a list of Nashua’s ,355 soldiers and sailors who served in the War of the Rebellion.

The :monument was dedicated Oct. 15, 889, A procession which eclipsed all prior processions
in the history of Nashua, under the marshalship of Col. E. J. Copp, was formed on Main and adjacent
streets. It was composed of eleven companies from the state militia, Manchester and Nashua High
School companies, Amoskeag Veterans, state officials, Gov. David I-I. Goodell, John G. Foster post
number 7, John G. Foster post, number 163, of Framingham, Mass., and thirty-seven other posts
from various places in New Hampshire and Massachusetts, Sons of Veterans, A. O. H., U. St. Jean
Baptiste society, city government, invited guests, consisting of distinguished veterans, and the New
Hampshire delegation it congress. The ritualistic dedicatory exercises of the G. A. R. were per-
formed by post number 7, under lead of Deputy Commander James F. Grimes of I-Iillsborough.
Gen. Charles I-I. Burns of Wilton delivered the oration in a most impressive way, and brought forth
very beautifully the lessons which the monument teaches.

Among the various organizations of this city there is one, which, from the benevolent work it has
done and the patriotism it has inculcated, fully deserves recognition. This is the Woman’s Relief
corps, number 30, auxiliary to post number 7- Corps 3 was instituted April 2, 1885, with a mem-
bership of fifty-five. Its first president was Mrs. Nancy W. Moore. Much depends at the beginning
of a soqiety upon the choice of officers. In this respect Mrs. Moore was eminently fitted for the place
as will be seen from the fact that at the end of the 3,ear the membership had increased to one hundred
and_twe.nty-four members. For several years it remained the largest in the department, and has
always been among the first in the efficiency of its work and especially in the amount given for



charity. During the first ten years it expended for relief $1,911.83. Since then $315.56, making a

total since organization of $2,227.39. It contributed largely to the furnishing of the Soldiers’
Home at Tilton. Mrs. Moore in 1888 was elected department president of New Hampshire, and in
her annual report spoke of the necessity of a soldiers’ home in this state and recommended that, if
the proiect for one which was on foot should materialize, the various corps of the department should
furnish it. Through her influence a fair was held at the Shirley Hill house in August, I889, for the
benefit of a soldiers’ home, the proceeds to be given to ohn G. Foster corps 30 for that purpose.
The fair realized ninety-one dollars and to this was added the sum raised by the corps from the pub-
lication of a newspaper. As a result the Nashua corps soon had two hundred and twenty-seven dol-
lars toward furnishing the home, part of which was raised before the site for the soldiers’ home had
been selected. The reception room and office were entirely furnished by the corps at an expense of
about four hundred and fifty dollars. Generous contributions were made for this purpose to the corps
by residents of Nashua. The corps also materially contributed for the relief of the Johnstown suf-
ferers, opening headquarters at City Hall, where, assisted by the citizens, it prepared clothing and
packed boxes which were sent to Johnstown at an estimated value of about $2,coo. The corps also
furnished a room at the Emergency hospital.

Its presidents have been Mrs. Nancy W. Moore, Mrs. Sarah E. Runnells, Miss Kate M. Thayer,
Mrs. Anna T. Olmstead, Mrs. M. Augusta Graham, Mrs. Helen S. Willoughby and Mrs. Etta M.
Chase, the latter being president this year.

The corps now numbers two hundred and thirteen members. As each Memorial Day comes they
keep in sacred remembrance the deeds of our dead heroes by placing upon their graves the flowers of
spring, and are ever ready to assist in caring for the helpless and needy ones left by them.

Of the purely local charities, and one which stands at the head because of its success, is the
Nashua Protestant Home for Aged Women. This institution was incorporated by a special act of
the legislature June 2, I877, Mrs. A. M. Stevens, Mrs. Fannie W. Sawyer, Mrs. J. N. Beasom, Miss
Sarah W. Kendall and others were the incorporators. Its name shows the exact purpose of incorpo-
ration. It has been supported by donations, bequests, and funds obtained from dinners, fairs and
entertainments. Owing to the excellent way that its finances have been managed by the treasurer,
Miss Kendall, it now has a property not far from $25,000, mostly in real estate. It first occupied a
house on Chestnut street, afterwards on Kinsley street, but in i892 it built a very commodious and
comfortable building in the rear of the Kinsley street house, on Walnut street. Twenty-nine aged
women have taken advantage of this institution, and have been enabled to spend their last days con-
tentedly and comfortably.

Independent Order of Good Templars, Harmony lodge number I, WaS chartered June 17, 1874.
Among the grantees appear the names of James M. Wilkins, J. E. Walker, George H. Rollins,
Henry L. Redfield, Warren G. Howe, Rufus D. Andrews, and others.

Patrons of Husbandry, Nashua Grange, number 13, was chartered March 17, 1886, but it has
had an organization since Dec. 22, 1873.

United Order of the Golden Cross has two subordinate bodies located here: Merrimack River
commandery, number 43, was established through the endeavors of C. A. Batchelder, Dr. C. S. Col-
lins, N. S. Whitman, C. W. Murch, P. F. Eaton, F. V. Marshall and others in August, 1879.

Nashua commandery, number 98, was chartered April 23, 188o. Prominent charter members
being Dr. E. F. McQuesten, T. H. Pinkham, N. O. Prescott, M. F. Sprague, . C. Cameron and R.
1V[. Sawyer. The national grand treasurer, John D. Swain, for many years past has been a resident
of our city.

United Order of Pilgrim Fathers, Governor Wentworth colony, was established Nov. 4, i886,
with Frank G. Thurston, George E. Wheat, Dr. C. S. Rounsevel, Edward W. Dowd, B. A. Pease,
]Elmer W. Eaton and others as charter members.

Knights of Honor of the World, Centennial lodge, number 251, was granted a charter Sept. 5,

1876. As charter members appear, among the names of others, the following well-known citizens:
Dr. G. W. Currier, E. S. Knight, R. M. Blanchard, C. B. Jackman, Charles IK. Collins, and the late
S. S. Davis.

Knights and Ladies of Honor, No. 350, was created Aug. 31, 88o. J.F. Barnes, G. W. Moore,
B. B. Otis, J. P. Howe, Americus Shattuck, A. S. Clark appear with others as grantees.
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In the line of charities, and in a field that has not been pre-empted by the good people of Nashua,
lies the work of a.n organization of young ladies known as the Good Cheer society. Their work is to
visit the sick, and to comfort those unfortunates by carrying them fruit, flowers and delicacies, by
words of good cheer, by bright smiles and sympathetic looks, and by expressions of confidence intheir
return of health. This beautiful idea was originated by Mrs. B. A. Pease-(nee Flagg), Mrs. Eliza
beth Buddy (nee Spalding), now of Texas, Mrs. E. M. Gilman (nee Wallace), now of Springfield-,--
Mass., and Miss Elizabeth Flather. Their first meeting w.as held in the fall of 1883, at the house of
Miss May Wallace (Mrs. E. M. Gilman), and, besides the above there were present Miss Jane E.
Thayer, Miss Helen Lane, Miss Fanny J. Lane (now Mrs. C. F. Coburn of Lowell, Mass.,)Miss
Clara Stetson (now Mrs. I-I. C. Parker of Woburn, Mass.,) Miss Munn and Miss Gorman, The
original officers were Miss Spalding, president; Miss Flagg, vice-president; Miss Stetson, secretary
and treasurer.

The society has since increased its membership to twenty-five at which number it is limited.
These young ladies, who were eminently fitted to their mission, began their good work and they,

and their successOrs, have carried it on unremittingly. A proper recognition of this very commend-
able charity has been accorded them, and they have persisted in what to many might seem to be a
disagreeable task, but which to them has been a pleasure, and they have been rewarded with an

appreciation-on the part of those to whom they have been, in fact, ministering angels.
This charity has been sustained by the young ladies by the proceeds of lawn parties, teas, danc-

ing parties, dramatic entertainments, etc., which they have very ingeniously managed. On the
morning of Jan. i, 1886, these young ladies issued a woman’s edition of The telegraph, realizing a

handsome sum from the sales and advertisements. They have extended their work by contributing
to the poor, as well as the sick, the necessities of life. They have also acquired a fund. At the estab-
lishment of the Emergency hospilal on Spring street t-hey furnished two rooms.

The importance of having a woman’s club in Nashua had been for some time considered, and on

May 29, 1896, Mrs. E, F. McQuesten invited to her home a limited number of interested women t-o
take some action in the matter. The outcome of this meeting was the organization of The Nashaway
Woman’s club With the following officers" President, Mrs. O. C. Moore; first vice-president, Mrs.
Enoch Powell; second vi.ce-president, Mrs. E. F. McQuesten; secretary, Mrs. Albert N. Flinn;
treasurer, Miss Lucy F. Thayer; directors, Mrs. John F. Stark, Mrs. John H. Barr, Mrs. S. S.
Whithed, Mrs. J. A. Spalding, Mrs. Frank H. McQuesten, Mrs. Edward F. Knight..

The first year’s work has exceeded the expectations of its most sanguine members. The classes
in art, literature, current events and music have been most interesting and instructive. The very
efficient chairman of each class has put agreat deal of time and thought into the work of preparing
programmes for the meetings, and their efforts were crowned with great success. The amount of
talent developed in the membership has been most gratifying. The club since its inception has been
so sucicessful that it promises growth and the widening of its influence as the years go by.

Among the many clubs supported by gentlemen, there is but one--the Guards club.--whose long
continued existence and whose large membership warrants its appearance as an historical act.
When the state militia was organized in I878, a company was raised in Nashua, with Col. E. J, Copp
as its first captain, which company was known as the Nashua City Guards. This was company F,
Second regiment, N. H. N.G. It was composed of young men who were in the front rank socially
and in a business way. This company achieved distinction and many of its members became promi-
nent in the military affairs of the state. Its first captain became colonel of the regiment, and its
second captain became the adjutant-general of the state (Gen. A. D. Ayling), Col. Jason E. Tolles
became colonel of the regiment, Maj. W. H. Cheever, Maj. F. L. Kimball, Col. Charles. H. Dunlap of
the goverr/0r’s staff, and Capt. C. A. Roby were also members of this company. Ties were formed in
the drill room and on the muster field which the boys were loath to discontinue when the term of their
enlistment expired in i883. So that in that year, ason E. Tolles, Charles I-I. Dunlap, Frank L-, Kim-
ball, Charles A. Roby, Elmer W. Eaton, Frank O. Ray and others organized a social club. From this

nucleus the present association sprung. It first occupied a single room in the Laton building on
Railroad square. Men who had no connection wit.h the old companywere admitted. The next year
well appointed rooms in the old Beasom building became their home. This building was completely
destroyed by fire in FebrUary, i886; and the club lost everything that it possessed. For a few
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months _it occupied temporarily the room,s of the: old Historical society on the. third floor of .Tele-
graph building. Upon the erection of Howard building quarters were there provided for it...The
entire thirdfloor of Ayer’s building was leased in 1891 and arranged as the club desired and the
rooms were finished and furnished as befitted a club of its character. It increased rapidly in mem-
bership and the military spirit was lost by the larger nunber of its non-military members,

In 1894 the very appropriate, but rather cumbersome name which, had adorned-, the club--T-he
Nashua City Guards Veteran association--was shortened into its present cog.nomen, Under this title
the jolly times which had per.meated the life of the old company were not lost to sight. Its mainte-
nance has demonst-rated the fact that our business men believe in the maxim that "all.work and no
play makes Jack a dull boy." T.he building of a cl.b house has been seriously discussed, and will
be a reality in the not distant future.

Chie among the literary societies and one that has made an impress upon the community which
warrants a permanent record made for it:is the Fortnightly club, which is an organization for literary
an’d social improvement and which, was established in Febuary, x887. It includes many of the lead.-
ing professional men of Nashua, its principal newspaper editors, its prominent teachers, a good
number of business men, and many ladies. The membership is limited to one hundred.

The meetings of the club are usually held in private parlors on Monday evenings of every other
week during the winter season. Its.exercises consist in the reading of original papers, on popular
hemes, in familiar eliscussion of the subiects treated, and in:other entertainments, chiefly musical.

The excellence of its programme has been a subect of frequent remark. They cover a wide
range of topics, some of them requiring much learning and patient research. While nearly a third
of the subigets are distinh.tively literary, many are social and practical, a good number scientific, some
edubational, others historic--relating especially to local history and others devoted to the fine-arts
and to observations i_n t{avel. Three papers generally are presented at each meeting; the principal
one treating broadl. of the subiect for the evening, the other two considering special topics relating
to the foregoing. The discussions frequently are animated and are participated in by many of the
members. .The records of-the club present much that is interesting and instructive.

The names of the pergons who took an active part in the organization of.the Fortnightly elub are
as follows" Henry B. Atherton, William W Bailey, Col. Hiram . Goodrich Rev. Geo.rge W.
Grover, Often C. Moore, Charles C. Morgan, Rev. H.ery C. Parker, Dr. Royal B. Prescott, Re.v.
Cyrus Richardson, D. D., Rev..Henry B. Smith and Dr. Alfred M. Spalding. The first president was
W. W. Bailey and the first secretary was C. C. Morgan.

The Shakespeare club, a society for the study of William Shakespeare, was organized in Nashua
Oct. 7, 887. The constitution 0 the Stratford club of Concord, with a few slight alterations was
adopted, and the name, The Shakespeare elub,assumed. Miss Dora N. Spalding was chosen presi-
dent, Mrs, H. M. Goodrich vice-president, Miss Caroline W. Bailey secretary and treasurer. There
has been no change in the officers with the exception of that caused by the lamented death o Miss
Caroline W. Bailey in 89. Mrs. F. B. Ayer has since been secretary;and treasurer. The meetings
take place at the homes of the members every Friday afternoon from October to May. It is the
custom, to observe Shakespeare’s birthday by an entertainment as suitable as possible to the occasion.
For this purpose Mrs. Erring Winslow has read The Tempest, Prof. C. C. Shaekford his lecture upon
Hamlet, Herry A. Clapp upon Othello and upon the Sonnets, Mrs. Downs upon a visit to tralfford,
and Professor Elson upon the music of Shakespeare’s time.

The number of members is limited to fifteen. The present members, in addition to the officers
named above, are as follows" Mrs. M. G. Bailey, Miss Helen Bailey, Miss Elizabeth Flather, Mrs.
L. S. Hastings, Mrs. L. C. Mills, Miss Mary Spalding, Miss C. H. Sawyer, Mrs. Jessie. Taylor, Mrs.
Austin W’allace, Mrs E. H. Whithed, Miss Marion B. Aten.

The Hathaway club was formed in the latter-part of February, x889, by the following ladies:
Mrs. E. E. Cheney, Mrs. W.P. Hussey, Mrs. Chalres Holman, Mrs. F. D. Cook, Miss Charlotte
Atkinson, Miss M. Ellen Earl, Mrs. E. E. Parker, Mrs. N. W. Goddard and Miss Flora E. Wilder
for the study of Shalespeare’s works. The first regular meeting 0eurred March 4; at the residence
of Mrs. W. P. Hussey, at which time a constitution was adopted knd the club organized under the
name o the Hathaway club. The first board of officers-consisted o Mrs. E. E. Cheney, president;
Mrs. F. D. Cook-secretary; and Mrs. Charles Holman, treasurer. The number.of members is
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limited, to .t.welve. Since the organization the names of the following ladies have been added to the
list of membersh.p-. Mrs. John H.. Goodale, Mrs. Henry B. Atherton, MrS. C. H. Avery, M:rs. G. T.
Wilkins and Mrs. G.-B. French. These last, with the first named ladies, now constitute the member-
ship of the club, .with the exception of Miss Atkinson, who has married John Kimball and now resides
in Concord, and Mrs. G, T. rilkins, deceased, and Mrs. H, B. Atherton, deceased. The meetings
are held with the different membe.rs on Friday afternoon from the first Friday in October until.
April 23, Shakespeare’s birthday, at which time some e.x.ercise .appropriate to the day is observed.
Papers are p;epared on the plays and characters represented in them, and read in connection with the
study:of the play. With three exceptions the membership is the .same as at the formation of the class
nearly eight years ago. Its officers at the presen:t time are president, Mrs. John H. Goodale, secre.-
tary, Mrs. F. D. Cook, treasurer, Mrs. Charles Holman.

The Day Nursery and Children’s Home, chartered in January, i894 is an institution which
receives the aid and support .of Nashua’s best ,citizens, as it appeals to the hearts of-those who are
interested in making the lives of unfortunate children happier, and thus aiding them by their sur-
roundings to become worthy men and women. It is conducted by the King’s Daughters’ Benevolent
association, an organization composed of charitable women frqm the different churches of the city.
The officers.’ are president, Mrs. E. O. Blunt; vi.ce-presidents, Mrs. F. A. Gray, Mrs. George E. Holt;
clerk, Mrs. E. E. Harvey; treasurer, Miss Carrie M. Hall; and .a board of directors consisting of
two members from each church. The nursery was establi.shed for three months in a small house on
Elm street. It was then removed to its present location, 77 Kinsley street, where it is so fast out-
growing its quarters that it is hoped in the near.future a larger and more c0mmodious building will
some way be provided to satisfy the increasing demand for admittance. This necessity is keenly felt
by the managers, who are corstantly obliged to turn away many children of hard working and worthy
parents, who..might otherwise be greatly helped. The matron, Mrs. Rebecca Burnham, and assistant,
Miss Susan Sherman, are in charge, and the success in making the institution what its name indicates
is due largely to their patient and kindly efforts. During the past four years one hundred children
from one to ten years of age have been admitted as boarders at pfi-c.es ranging.from one to two dollars
a week.. Four of these have been legally adopted into good homes.’A._ the present time there are
eleven little boarders, the number being limited .only by the accommodation of the home.

Early in the spring of I895 eight young men, George W. Campbell, Russell Cole, James B.
Crowley, J. H. Fassett, Oscar Flather, t. S. Hills, W. P. Hovey and George A. Sylvester, met one
evening in Mr. Sylvester’s parlor in The Whiting to discuss the advisability of erecting a small boat
house; plans for which were presented, on the bank of the Nashua just north of the Nashua dye
house. The boat house was to be principally for the storing of boats and canoes owned by the pro-
jectors, G.A. Sylvester was elected president of the temporary organiZation, and after much discus-
sion it was decided that a committee consisting of those present should ascertain if there were others
who would go into the scheme with the idea of owning boats themselves, and.it was suggested that
there might be found thirty to fifty gentlemen who would join and support such an organization. At
the next meeting the reports showed that if anything were attempted it must-be done upon a scale
allowing at least of one hundred members for the club.

July 2, 895, articles o incorporation were filed with the secretary of state at Concord for a corpo-
ration to be kno.w.n as the Nashua Boat club, with these objects, "the encouragement of boating and
and other athletic sports, to promote physical culture, and foster a unity of feeling ,among those
interested in rowing and canoeing in Nashua."

The incorporators were G. A. Sylvester, E. S. Hill,.J.M. Blakey, J. H, Fassett Dr. J. T.
Greeley r. p. Hovey, F. W. Maynard, F. W..I-Iatch, t.. H. Wason. The first meeting of this
corporation was h.eld July 5, 895, in the. court room, City Hall, and the following officers elected:- G.
A. Sylvester, president; E. S. Hill, clerk. At a meeting July 5, r895, a constitution and by-laws
.were adopted and the following additional officers elected J. M. Blakey, vice-president; F. r. Hatch,
treasurer.; F. W. Maynard,, . B. Crowle._y, Dr. . T. Greeley, L. G. Neville, J. H. Clarke, directors;
Geo.rge W. Campbell, captain,

Until May i5, 896, the time was spent in leeping the organization together and fixing on an
available site for a building. Throu.gh the:kindness of Mr. Amory and Mr. Cadwell of the Nashua
Manufacturing company land was leased from the Nashua Manufacturing company for a term of five
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years with the privilege of renewal for five more, and June 12, 1896, a contract was awarded the

Nashua Building company to construct a boat house under plans drawn by E. J. Thompson, architect.

The building committee consisted of F. G. Brackett, J. H. Clarke and E. S. Hill. The house was

finished and dedicated July 28, 1896. The house cost with its complete equipment $3,ooo.
The membership is limited to one hundred. The present officers are F. G. Brackett, president;

E. S. Hill, vice-president; J. B. Crowley, secretary; ]E. E. Johnson, treasurer; L. G. Neville. C.

Johnson, F. W. Hatch, G. F. Hammond, O. S. Hussey, directors; G. W. Campbell, captain. The

club has met with a most flattering reception by the citizens; its membership is full, ithas graded the
land in its enclosure and laid out tennis and croquet grounds. Including private boats and canoes it

has a flotilla of fourteen and additions are constantly being made.
It is estimated that there are, including both sexes, from twelve to fifteen hundred bicycle riders

in Nashua at the present time. There are two cycle clubs. The Riverside Cycle club was organized
Sept. i, 1894; reorganized in May, 1896; its present membership is one hundred and ten, and it has

lately completed and is occupying a new club house on Bowers street. The officers are A. B. Jones,
president Alvin J. Lucier, clerk; Frank Blood, treasurer. The Nashua Cycle club was organized in

May, 896. At the present time its headquarters are in the Greeley building on Railroad square. It
has a membership of about one hundred. Officers: B. L. Fletcher; president; Fred Whittemore,
vice-president; G. A. B. Leach, secretary; Frank L. Mottram, treasurer.

The Improved Order of Red Men is represented in Nashua by Watananock tribe, number 14. It
was organized Jan. 25, 888; its headquarters are in Goodrich building, Main street. Officers: L. P.
Jackson, P. S.; John F. Gilfoile, S.; Charles E. Blunt, S. S.; James Lee, J. S.; Eugene P. Johnson,
C. of R.; J. G. Warren, K. of W.; Albert I-Iaywood, G. of F.; George E. Danforth, chorister; Joseph
A. Noble, C. of W.

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is represented by two divisions in the city. Division number
was organized in 868. Its headquarters are in Barker’s hall, Main street. Officers: Florence

Sullivan, president; James Scanlan, vice-president; John J. Sullivan, recording secretary; William
H. Phippard, financial secretary; Thomas Burns, treasurer.

Division number 2 was organized in I872. Its officers are Michael Flynn, president; Thomas
Diggins, vice-president; Dennis Spillane, recording secretary; William Sweeney, financial secretary.
This order has a large membership of the Irish citizens and is one of the most successful and import-
ant secret organizations of the city.

The French citizens of Nashua who comprise a large portion of the population, are represented
by many social organizations, among the most prominent of which is the Circle Montcahn, which
has had a successful existence of several years and an apparently promising future. Its officers are
J. B. Phaneuf, president J. C. Cormier, vice-president; Thomas Talbot, recording secretary E.N.
Gendron, treasurer.

Les Montagnard club, another prosperous and influential society of the French citizens, was
organized March x, I896. Its officers are Dr. It. It. Lariviere, president; I-Ienry I-I. Lefebvre, vice-
president; A. R. Sylvester, secretary; Ozeas O. Deschamps, treasurer.

The Entre Nous club was organized Sept. , x896. It is social in its nature and has a large but
lilnited membership. It has lately moved into Barker’s building on Main street, where it has fitted
up elegant and commodious quarters. Its officers are Thomas Coradine, president; Henry Paradise,
vice-president; Joseph Tivnan, secretary and treasurer.

The Order of United American Mechanics is represented by Eagle council, number 2, was instituted
June io, 1875; its membership is about ninety. Its officers are C. E. Cummings, councilor; John
Thompson, recording secretary; W. F. Barnes, financial secretary Charles Harris, treasurer. This
s the oldest council in the state. Mizpah council, number i, has been instituted about ten years.
Its membership at the present time is about one hundred. Its officers are E. S. Knight, councilor;
F. M. Ingalls, recording secretary; E. A. Allen, financial secretary; John F. Gilfoile, treasurer.

The old-time firemen are represented in Nashua at the present time by an organization called the
Nashua Veteran Firemen’s association, which was instituted in I89I. Its officers are A. C. Truell,
president; I-I. L. Woods, secretary; M. L. Truell, treasurer. It has a membership of about one
hundred.
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The Ballou association is a society of young people connected with the Universalist church. It
is social and beneVolent in its nature. Its officers are Walter H. Clement, president; Carrie L.
Walker, vice-president; Harry F. McClure, secretary; Edward E. Nelson, treasurer.

The Knights of Columbus, Nashua council, number 121, was organized April 21, 1895. It is a
social and benevolent order. Present officers: 1. J. Doyle, grand knight; H. C. Phaneuf, deputy
grand knight; John H. Field, chancellor; Alvin J. Lucier, financial secretary; George O. Tessier,
recording secretary; Alfred Cote, treasurer; O. O. Deschamps, warden; Arthur Jeanotte, I. G.; P.
H. McLaughlin, O.G.

Associated with :John G. Foster post, G. A. R., is . . A. Warren camp, number xS, division o
New Hampshire, Sons o Veterans; also Harriet P. Dame tent, number , o the Daughters o
Veterans.

The Union Veteran’s union, is represented in the city by the Col. George Bowers command,
number 9. It has a membership o about thirty with headquarters in Laton building. Its officers
are Daniel Booth, colonel; John Lyoni lieutenant-colonel; M. Connors, surgeon; Charles McGregor,
quartermaster; C. W. Foster, adiutant; Nathaniel Eaton, chaplain; ]dson H. Webster, O. D.;

Nathaniel Eaton, one o the members, has been department commander orVital Chalifoux, O. G.
New Hampshire.




